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Hem you’ll find opinion... elsewhem oniv fact

U p s e t a b o u t  Z e n c h ik u  a r t ic le ...

' To the Editon

Disappointment, disgust, anger, frustration!!!
All describe my reaction to a recent article 

published in the Oct 8 and 9 issues of the Great 
Falls Tribune and Billings Gazette. The article 
is about the Zenchiku Company of Japan which 
earlier this year purchased a large ranch and 
cattle herdnear Dillon.

Jack Morse, manager ofthe ranch and a past 
member of theU.S. Meat Export Federation, 
stated that in leal than one year’s ownership of 
theranph, theJapanese company has sent“home” 
more beef than all Montana ranchers have ex
ported to Japan in the past 10 years.

Mr, Morse tries to attribute this to a better

Montana ranchers use. Yet, in the same article, 
he states that all the cattle sold to date were 
purchased with the ranch. In ffcct; the ranch has 
probably not yet seen a calf of their progressive 
breeding program and wont until next spring.

So-why the huge sales in such a short time? 
Mr. Morse does give the real reason in one very 
short statement: access to theJapanese market 
Because -the randi is owned by a Japanese 
company they are most likely not subject to the 
mqjor hurdles that have and still do confront 
"Montana/American” producers tryiiigto export 
beef to Japan. As all Montana ranchers kn6w, 
the beef export market and all agricultural 
exports for that matter, are subject to very low 
quotas, very high tariffs, and extreme protec
tionism imposed upon them by the Japanese 
government.

Why? Because the “American” farmer and 
rancher can produce a better product at less 
cost, and in greater quantities than can their 
Japanese counterparts. To protect their own 
farmers and ranchers whether doingbusinesB at 
home or in Montana like Zenchiku, the Japa- 
. nese government restricts and tariffs to a point 
where the Japanese producer is competitive. 
Yet, theJapanese demand for “American” agri
cultural prbducts goes unsatisfied because of 
. low quotas. I wonder how Honda, Toyota, Nis- 
son, Sony and a host of other Japanese compa
nies doing business in the U.S. would be doing if 
thsy too were subject to such mqjor restrictions?

Mr. Morse says in the article that such acqui
sitions are the best way to cement Japanese

relations and develop overseas markets. I think 
Mr. Morse forgot that he was talking to Montana 
and not to Japan. The only cementing I see by 
these purchases is Japan’s hands in the U.S. 
land and agriculture while at the same time 
giving them unlimited access to Japanese as 
well as U.S. markets.

Meanwhile, more Montana ranchers struggle 
to survive with a shrinkingdomestic'mqrket and 
a continued closed door attitude to Japanese 
markets by the Japanese government Mr. Morse 
must think Montanans are totally naive or just 
plain stupid to believe these kinds of deals will 
better improve foreign markets. Better forwhom, 
Mr. Morse?

Who’s to blame for letting or-making this 
happen? The Japanese? No way! They have 
made the smart business move and they will 
continue to do so as long as the opportunity 
exists and we are willing to pay the price.

The “American" rancher or farmer? No way! 
They have for years realized the need to expand 
their market in order to survive. With the so- 
called help of the U.S. and Montana govern
ments through organizations such as the U.S. 
Meat Export Federation, which Mr. Morse was 
a member, the. American farmer has tried to 
expand their market only to have the door 
slammed in their face by governments like Japan, 
with no reaction by our own.

The U.S. government? You bet! Until we as 
citizens can find and elect federal and state 
officials who have the strength' to stand up and 
say this is wrong, and have the ability to then 
deal with it, the problem will continue. Our 
foreign trade polity will continue to be inept and 
the American producer and consumer will pay. 
In the meantime, Montana and the rest of the 
U.S. will continue to be sold down the drain.

If I were running for political office in Mon- 
tanarightnow, the Zenchiku article would write 
my platform. I truly hope that the citizens and 
elected officials of this state sit up and take 
notice as to whatour current foreign trade policy 
with Japan and other countries is doing to this 
state, nation, and economy. It’g-time to.stop 
these unfair, and . one-sidê  trade ̂ agreements 
.now.

Rebirth of a spirit...
It was pretty, obvious that Western's athletic spirit had rebounded in spades last 

weekend. This homecoming was full of activity, enthusiasm, and, in major contrast 
to last year's 78-0 disasteir against Carroll, it was all full steam ahead. Not only is the 
football program, which had been dropped a few years ago, back, it's working. And so 
is the school. It was dose, back then, but it's clear there are undoubtedly better days 
ahead.

Use it again, Sam
Ravalli County, through a private garbage service, is undertaking an ambitious 

recycling project that will eventually find markets for a substantial portion of what 
once was thrown away. The million dollar plant is expected to make it feasibile to 
abandon landfilling in the county and trucking it as far away as Missoula for disposal.
As Beaverhead County grapples with its solid waste problems, it can take a lesson 

from our neighbor across the mountain.
Recycling can be advantageous... it may become mandatory... and with the recent 

hike in refuse disposal assessments in the county, certainly should be seriously 
investigated by the commissioners.
The new landfill site could be more useful, safer and last longer if serious recycling 

efforts were adopted.

No laughing matter...
This month is Domestic Violence Month.
And it's no laughing matter.
In Beaverhead and Madison Counties the local Women's Resource Center handled 

58 cases of spouse abuse in one year. More than one a week... in an area with less 
people than most small cities.

It's a tragic problem that, continues to grow... and organization's like the center 
work hard in the face of mounting tragedy. Violence in the home. It's not Andy Capp 
anymore...it's real.

Sameul D. Waters 
Glasgbw
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Write to Us
The Tribune encourages letters firom readers. Letters can deal with any subject 
matter except "Thank yous." Letters should not contain more than 300 words and 
must be signed. For verification purposes letters must contain an address and 
phone number. The Tribune reserves the right to edit letters for grammar, length, 
good taste and lifcel.

Write Box 9 ll, Dillon, 59725

Write it while I'm hot...
To the Editor:

Just came from the Dillon performance of 
Jeanie James’ "Rosin Up Hie Bow”, and Tve got 
to write this letter while Tm still hot!

The production was, forme, an incredible and 
moving quality experience. Frankly, I had ex
pected a “cutesy* performance, but instead I 
enjoyed a really cute, professional performance.

I wouldn'thave expected somethingthatmuch 
fun could come firom all these “amateurs* and 
kids that I know. Hie whole crew, firom writer- 
director Jeanie James down through the produc
tion staff, stage hands, costumers, technicians - 
all amateurs and friends - and on down to the 
littlest fiddler, did a real professional and enjoy- 
ablejob.

First of all, for toe-tapping competent fid
dling the soloists could hold their own at any

* jam put .on by the Montana Fiddlers Organiza

tion. (I know - I just came from the District 
Three Jam in Melrose this afternoon).

The costumes were colorful, imaginative, and 
appropriate. How those kids changed costume 
so fast and were ready for the next entrance sure 
beats me!

The staging was smooth, professional, and 
really clever. Projecting historical pictures at 
the sides ofthe stage was a nice touch. The kids 
themselves, besides their super fiddling, acted 
and danced their way through the show with big 
smiles and stage presence that carried them 
through the performance like troupers! And the 
laughs were clever, cute, and clean.

I’d give it a Four Star - **** Highly recom
mended!

R K MacDonald 
Dillon

K e e p in g  a  s e c r e t ...

To the Editor: N

Plummer’s gold, huh?
Years ago an older friend told me of a fellow 

who was prowling around the hills and ran into 
a large cave. In it was a pole fence, several 
saddles hanging up, and a whole slue of gold.

But then some ghosts appeared and he got out 
in a hurry, and was afraid to go back!
• She laughed aboutit, saying,“He was a pretty

W o r k in g  to w a r d  E a g le ...

To the Editor:

One of the best ways to show our support for 
and concern for the welfare of other people is 
through the unselfish service we provide.

Recently I had the opportunity to be a recipi
ent of such service by members of the Dillon 
community. To complete the service project 
requirementfor the Eagle Scout award I planned 
to build a foot bridge across the East Fork 
Blacktail Deer Creek.

good drinking man and may have found a cave 
but it was probably snakes that drove him out 
The Road Agents blew it in as fast as they got it ”

I won’t define the area or eveiybody and their 
dog would be up there wreaking havoc with the 
land.

Ruth Schuetz 
Dillon

R&V Log & Lumber donated the necessary 
lumber, with a value over $200, for the project 
It is great to know there are such good people as 
Rod and Vicki Dickens in the community who 
are so willing to support a good cause and pro
vide growth opportunities to community mem
bers, such as I experienced with my Eagle Scout 
project

David Smith 
Dillon

H o w  n ic e  th e  f lo w e r s  lo o k ...

T h a n k s  B L M , c o u n c il . . .

To the Editor:

I recently completed the requirements for the 
Eagle Scout award in Boy Scouts. My service 
project was doing site cleanup and removing 
hazardous barbed wire at a site on the Big Hole 
River. The BLM was very helpful in providing 
the opportunity to do the project 

Another requirement was to attend and re
port on a public meeting. I chose to attend a

Dillon City Council meeting and was surprised 
at the willingness of the mayor and city council 
to be very helpful and encouraging to me in 
completing the Eagle requirements.

Itisencouragingtoknow that members ofthe 
community are willing to help and provide op
portunities for young people like myself.

Jared Smith 
Dillon

To the Editor:

I would like to comment on how nice the 
flowers look that were planted during the sum
mer along Montana and Helena streets.They 
have added to the beauty of Dillon.

Please support the hall...

The group that was responsible for organiz- 
. ing this project should be commended for all the 
hard work they have done to beautify Dillon.

Donna Beck 
Dillon

To the Editor:

As a member of the Dillon Volunteer Fire 
Department, I am asking the people residing in 
the City of Dillon and those people in Beaver
head Fire District No. 2 to please support the 
Dillon Volunteer FiTe Department in obtaining 
a new fire hall.

We, as firemen, Would like the people to know 
that we are trying to better the fire department 
in the interest of you, the public.

Thanks for your support

Roy Cornell, Mike Shafer, Casey Love, Duane 
Huravitch, Mike J. Crosser, Mark Oehling, 
Michael J. McGinley, Rick Later, Keith G. 
Reeder, Kirk Bergeson, Scott Marsh, Richard 
Pozega, Biyon J. Newton, Parke Scott, Spencer 
Hegstad, JamesO. McNally, Jim Anderson,Todd 
E. Rouse, B. J. Smith, Mark Doering, James A  
Watkins, Ron Kipp, Christopher H. Kraft, 
Edward D. Winstead, Martin R. Malesich, Jeny 
Delaney, Lynn Stonelake, and William D. Walker
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