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New fire hall urged...
Dillonand Beaverhead County Fire District No. 2 need a new fire hall.
Y&a, it will cost money,., about $16 a year in the dty for a $50,000 home... about $9 

a year in the county, and less after five years.
Yes. it does mean new taxes.
And yes, it does mean getting along" between the dty and the county.
But it's worth it
The present facilities are not only old, cramped and ineffitient. They're too small 

and alim it on the ability ofthe fire department to adequately protect the very people 
they are charged to serve.

A new hall, with adequate truck stoYage, heat and the ability to store additional 
water tenders will mean better capadty, faster response and an increased availability 
of tanker water in the winter.

A special hoard has been set up to nm the hall, avoiding difficulties of the nature 
experienced in the law enforcement center.

All ofthe two district's equipment can be gathered under one roof. Maintenance will 
.improve. The operation of the hall and the departments will improve. And, as a side 
benefit, the dty's non-fire equipment will be able to use the old facilities, too.

In addition, Grant will get a new fire hall, something it currently does not have, and 
; the county district will also have a fund to replace old equipment and buy some new. 

.̂ Tuesday, November 7, is the day to remember to vote. The fire hall and its related 
issues are on the ballot. The decision is up to you.

Meet you at the ball...
This Saturday night Dillon will formally wrap up much of its busy state centennial 

program with the Centennial Ball at the old depot building.
Ibe ball, which will raise money to help restore and renovate the old 1909 Union 

Pacific depot, is truly a community-wide event Dandng, box sodals... even an old- 
fashioned address by Gov. B. F. White, Montana's last territorial governor is on the 
card.
' It's an excellent way to end a great year of centennial activities. We hope to see you 

there. :

.To the Editor:

On page three of last Saturday's Montana 
Standard piper concerning elk population, Don 
Bianchi, FWP information officer, was quoted as

i

D o n 't  k n o w  t r u e  s t o r y ...

inter by the feeding of hay donated by ge; 
is ranchers and Mr. Koprivica of Butte.

ner-winterl 
ousi

A large group of local residents took on the 
task and expense .of baling.and hauling this 
donated hay direct to the elk herds. The Rocky

Tony Schoopen added, "There was some elk 
loss up in the Big Hole, but numbers were not 
severely affected. They came out a lot better 
than most people expected/

It is evident that both Biaifchi and Schoonen 
do not know the true story, br maybe do not care.

Last winter there was approximately 800 
head of elk with about 20 bulls (six branch) 
below tree line starving to death on the EastBig 
Hole. Over 10 pereentoftheherddidnot survive 
the winter. The rest were pulled through the

Forest Service disagreed with feeding the elk. It 
seemed they would rather the elk star 
death. I find this very appalling.

starve to

If these agencies would listen to the people 
from the Big Hole Valley about elk manage
ment, we would have a much stronger herd with 
more mature bulls.

Daryll Jacobsen 
Robert Helming 

Wisdom

To the Editor:

M a k in g  i t  s p e c ia l. . ,

Tm writing to thank you for making some
thing very pleasant happen to me.

That was a letter being written to me by Ann 
Greene Eifert of Dillon.

It happened because of a letter I wrote to the 
Kahrs at Elkhorn. You folks reprinted it, she 
saw it and thus I received a veiy nice letter. Her 
mother knew my mother and she also has some

printed material with my mother's name on it  I 
was also extended a cordial invite to visit if ever 
in Dillon.

Again, I’m reminded how people from my 
home state are what makes it so special.

Best wishes and kind regards 
Jeny Farrell 

Arlington, Wash.

S u p p o r t s  f ir e  h a l l . .

To the Editor

I am a student at Western Montana College 
and have just completed a term paper dealing 
with the proposals concerning the mill increases 
for a fire hqjl and equipment

I learnedquite a bit while interviewing vari
ous individualsand I feel compelled to share 
some of my findings. When the proposals pass, 
the annual tax increases will be minimal.

A taxpayer owning a $60,000home within the 
dty limits would only pay cm additional amount

of $15.65 per year. This may also even reduce 
yourinsurance rates ifyou live within a five mile 
radius of the hall. I do not own property or a 
home at the present time, however, I am hopeful 
this will one day change.

When I do eventually become a home owner, 
I will be comforted fay the fact thatl am receiving 
maximum fire protection for a minimum invest
ment I will be voting for the fire hall proposals 
next week -1 urge you to do the same!

Diana L. Rhoads
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Carrie Be&CorrpoGBon 
McteyKbHer&ShaiOTWiaro,Olfc» 

MaoeUricoh.Dfetr6ulion 
ira^ftMawaFYmtooda^ N afan̂ NawptpsrAgsodrfon; Montana Adwr- 
^ S avtoA mafcwNaiiqpapgRaM W * ^  hz 
ThaD^Trlxjr»(USPS15TO«0003i8pU3fishedw^at22S.M3ft̂ aS!raGt. 
fX>.Box911)l»)n,Montea5g7S.Tri0phone(4O6)683-2331.Second Ciass 
ftsSags ps& eSian. fcfen&ta

- — *“— ' —HTdh>»».W8yB*»ttfWinBmwp»,n»yt»«pBax»»i<Hiut«»wtlBi

Subscription Rates:
Beavwtoad&Mafeon Counties 

$1&00ayear 
In Montana 

$21£0ayear 
Out of State 

$26jOOayear

' Let us know!
IteOaonTifcuns&aftiirerirntesyour 
comment* and wetoomwriBes tor r» «  
storiee. '
Yotrtolniotaeckrareiwfcoingd 

Leam nwy deal wtfiarytopicofganert 
tanxt Al Wm must bs sgred and 
contain an tddnst ant phone nurrtber. 
Leans d any tangfc are aooepBbto, *»• 
tough *ortBr fetes genoafy law a 
much tew chance d prompt publca-

CALL683*2331 ’

IM  ’Sib,®
Our readers speak out.

To the Editor:

K n a p w e e d  t o  th e  r e s c u e .. .

The California earthquake has temporarily 
overshadowed President Bush’s war on drugB.

Montanans, let’s not forget our share ofthe 
over $8 billion drug war bite comes to more than 
$600,000 in withheld federal funds from us.

Wouldn’t it be more justified to collect this 
money from the drug infested areas of L.A., New 
York and our own national capitol ofWashipg- 
ton, D.C., which inddentally is not only the drug 
capitol of the U.S., but also the murder, capitol?

Problems are not eliminated by throwing 
money at them. A cheaper and more sensible 
solution would be to harvest the knapweed 
around Butte or the'Bitterroot Valley, fly over 
Colombia, dump it out on the marijuana, coke 
and poppy fields, bra short time it would take 
over everything. And whoever heard of smoking 
knapweed leavesorsnortingpowdered knapweed 
stems?

George Benbow 
Dillon

D is p u te s  w o lf  r e c o v e r y ...

To the Editor:

I must congratulate Mr. Kirkley on the facts 
he included in his last letter. Conrad Burns is 
indeed our Senator and I assume the address for 
the Montana Audubon is correct Almost eveiy- 
thiiig else in his letter is debatable.

It stretches the imagination when a direct 
government subsidy is ended to'the “conserva
tion” groups and they pretend it is a censorship 
issue. Why should taxpayer money be used to 
provide fiee advertising for these out-of-state 
“conservation” groups to promote their wolf 
recovery campaign? If Mr. Kirkley were truly 
interested in fairness, why aren’t he and the 
conservation groups pushingfor an equal oppor
tunity for opposing view points in the Park 
Service’s educational program? It may surprise 
Mr. Kirkley, but there are a lot of people who do 
not support the wolf recovery plan.

Stroh Breweries have bowed to economic 
pressures. They are in trouble financially and 
have cutback on all their promotional expendi
tures.

' The special, "Rage Over Trees,” is considered

to be sdentifically inaccurate. I believe it as
sumes that the spotted owl can only live in the 
andent forests and that those forests will all be 
cut down, causing the spotted owl to become 
extinct. Congress has since passed laws protect
ing several million acres ofthe ancient forests in 
the Pacific Northwest. The spotted owl has re
cently been found living almost every place they 
have looked, including in new growth and on 
tree farms.

The Montana Audubon’s “spirit of open com
munication” is apparently a little limited. For 
instance, the Audubon Society estimates the 
proposed wolves in the' Greater Yellowstone 
Area and Glader Park Area will kill a total of 
about 6,000 deer sized animals per year: Isn’t it 
also the public’s right to know about the cattle 
that were killed by wolves th'is summer by 
Marion, Mont?

In answering Andrew Melnykovych, it must 
be Jack Kirkley who is afraid of the big, bad 
truth.

Robert Van Deren 
as always, Dillon

F ir e  h a ll d e s p e r a te ly  n e e d e d ...
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To the Editor:

A fire is one of the most'frightening and 
destructive events that can ever happen in a 
person’s life. To see the property you love de
voured in flames is devastating. When a fire 
starts seconds can make the difference between 
controlling and stopping it or just putting out 
the ashes of what is left

The 32 members of the Dillon Volunteer Fire 
Department are devoted to getting to and stop
ping a fire as rapidly as possible. They voluntar
ily give up a minimum of 36 hours a year for 
training, and usually spend more than that 
They leave their jobs, their meals or their beds to 
race to the fire hall at the first shrill of their 
pagers. They do this to save the property, pos
sessions, and maybe even lives of the people 
living in Dillon and surrounding area of Beaver
head Fire District No. 2.

Unfortunately, at this time, these men are 
being hampered in their duties and they are 
even being placed in danger. The fire depart
ment is asking the people in their districts to 
vote on a newfirehall. There are several reasons 
why this building is desperately needed.,

The existing fire hall is not large enough to 
house the equipment and supplies the depart
ment has now. Because of this some trucks are, 
located in inaccessible places, one yehicl&is not 
even in Dillon. Were these trucks needed in an 
emergency situation there would be an unac
ceptable delay in getting to them.

The fire hall is located on one of the busiest 
roads and worst intersections in town. Its very 
location poses a safety hazard to the firemen, as 
well as other pedestrians and street traffic. 
There is no parking in the area, either. The 
congestion causedby vehicles duringa fire alarm 
again causes a hazardous situation. Most of the 
firemen end up parking in the Safeway parking 
lot and running across the street to the fire hall. 
Not only is there a safety problem here, but it is 
an imposition on the surrounding businesses 
when all their parking is taken. _•

The trucks the department has now are 
marginally adequate for the dty needs, but the 
rural area needs more water tenders. The pres
ent equipment will eventually have to be added 
to or updated. This cannot be done because there 
would be no place to house them. The trucks 
cannot be left outside because they are full of 
water and would freeze in the winter.

The National Fire Protection Assodation 
rules, adopted by Montana, require that all 
firemen will have on self-contained breathing 
apparatus and protective clothing. At this point 
not one ofthe Survivairs meets codes. One ofthe 
main reasons, besides age, is there are no clean
ing fadlities available now to keep the units 
operational. The units are used by firemen so 
they can go into a smoke filled environment to 
search for victims. Failure of one df these could 
result in the death of a fireman and the person 
he was trying to save.

There is a proposed decontamination room in 
the new building In the event of chemical con
tamination, a good possibility with the inter- 
state and the railroad, the room would be used 
for cleansing people and clothing The water 
would be trapped in a separate draft* system so 
it could be shipped away thus avoiding contami

nation of the dty’s water system. The hospitals 1: 
cannot admit (anyone who has beeh con tami-; i 
nated by hazardous material until that person 
has gone through this decontamination process.

llie  dty of Dillon has graciously footed the bill 
for housing both the dty and the rural depart
ments up to now. The city is in a budget crunch 
right now, too, and they cannot continue to pay 
the entire expense for this. At the same time 
they are giving lip space they need for their own 
equipment If rent is charged, as has been sug-

glett
for fire fighting costs and equipment replace
ment.

It is cost effective and vitally important that 
the rural and dty departments continue to stay 
together in one building. The way it is now, there 
are three separate entities thatmake up the one 
department: the dty, Beaverhead Fire District 
No. 2, and the fire department. Right now 16 sets 
of protective clothing are owned by the city (only 
eight meet codes) and 16 by the rural depart
ment (again, with eight meeting codes), but they 
are used jointly.

Other equipment such as the walkie talkies 
and the Survivairs are owned by the fire depart
ment Were the departments not together as 
now, each one. would have to purchase 16 more 
sets ofclothing so both wouldhave32 sets. There 
would be no joint usage. Each would have to also 
purchase the other equipment required for fully 
functional departments. One SurviVaiir costs 
approximately $1500 and 32 would be needed. 
That would be a needless expense for each dis
trict as long as they can operate jointly.

The proposed building is designed to also be 
cost effective and energy efficient. Its mainte
nance and upkeep will be overseen by a five- 
member board composed of two representatives 
appointed by the dty, two members appointed 
by the county, and one will be a fire department 
member.

A mutual aid polity exists which allows the 
city and rural departments to operate jointly in 
the more sensible, costbenefidal manner. This 
policy exists between the three fire districts in 
Beaverhead County as well For instance, Lima 
is in DistrictNo. 1 and the Jackson/Wisdom area 
is District No'. 3, but if any one of the districts 
requires backup in a fire, the policy all&wjB.re- 
sponse from another district. The mutual aid 
policy has been called upon several times in the 
past and will be again.

. Foryears the fire departmenthas done every
thing possible to reduce the tax burdens on the; 
dty and county residents. In the 70’s they were 
operating on 4 mills but when asked by the 
commissioners to reduce costs they cutback to 2- 
1/2 mills to save money. The department has 
operated on that amount despite increasing costs 
in equipment supplies, hoses, fuel, etc. Now the 
department needs your help so they can con
tinue to provide the quality services the area 
needs in fire fighting and prevention. Please. 
Support the proposed new fire hall and the levy 
needed for operation o fit

' Jean Bergeson
Dillon


