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o n d is p la y ...
This Saturday and Sun* 

day, Dec. 2-3, the Dillon unit 
of the Army National Guard 
ia inviting ana people to the 
DiUon Armory for an open 
house,

Scheduled from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. both days, the open 
houae is being conducted by 
members of Company A, 
First Cavalry Battalion, 
163rd Armored Brigade, of 
the Montana Army National 
Guard. Hie open house is to 
show the Guard’s gratitude 
for the support they’ve re
ceived in the Dillon area. 
Experienced personnel will 
be on hand to display weap
ons, radio equipment and 
militaiy vehides, including 
the newly arrived M-l tank. 
Refreshments will be served.

W M C se ts  , 

pre-reg istration
Pre-registration for 

Spring Semester, 1990, is 
set for next week, Dec. 4-8, 
according to Larry Hicketh
ier, registrar at Western 
Montana College of the Uni
versity of Montana.

Pre-registration will take 
place at the Registrar’s Of
fice in the Library/Admi ni - 
stration building. Students 
should pick up pre-printed 
registration forms and meet 
with their advisors to deter
mine course scheduling.
’ New students and those 
interested'in taking Spring 
Semes ter cl asses should also 
pre-register at this time, 
according to Hickethier. For 

itajr

dividwds can. confc.... 
Registrar’s Office at 
7371*

C oun ty  sued  

fo r a c c id e n t
Beaverhead County com

missioners were served Mon
day with a suit, filed by Tim 
Tracy over an accident that 
took place Oct. 11,1987, on 
the Blacktail road. The suit 
has been JSled in District

eus
Grayson sideswiped his 
truck while on his way to an 
emergency. Tracy seeks re
covery of damages and com
pensation. He is represented 
byHennesylcJoyceofButte. 
Hie matter has been turned 
over to tha county attorney 
for handling, according to 
Randy Tommerup, Beaver
head County commission 
chairman.
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Beaverhead CountyCommis- 
sionars have completed their 
redistricting of the three county 
commissioner districts, inre- 
sponse to a writ issued by Dis* 
trict Judge Frank Davis last 
month. ■

In a final session Monday,
commissioners' Randy Tom- 

. merup, Bob Peterson u d  Daw 
Moss completed the redistrict
ing to make threedistricts equal 
in area and population.
/ Deadline fbr rompletingthe ■? 
redistricting, accordingtochair- 
man Tommerup.wasDec. 1.
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. is county into' three sections. 
District 1, represented^ Tom- 
merup, includes the west cen
tral part of the county and con
tains 1,869 square miles and 
2,728 people, according tothe 
1980 census. District 2, repre
sented by Mots, covers the south
east part of the county, contains 
1,856 square miles and 2,729 
people and; District 3. mepre- 
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County commissioner Randy Tommerup, Dave Moss and Bob 
Peterson ponder a maze of maps and squiggly lines as they 
finish the county redistricting.

Th0  County Commission
ers hMv» completed thBlr 
/^M rtc th tg ^d h ffd ln g  
^ c o L W h to th l+ d r* . 

tricts with equki slzo and 
population.
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A suit against the City of 
Dillon, Beaverhead County and 
sheriff Richard Later, asking 
payment for negligence and the 
wrongful death of a prisoner has 
been dismissed by U. S. District 
Judge Paul Hatfield.

Piled in October, 1988, by 
representatives of the estate of 
,Lloyd L. W illiams, Jr., the suit 
charged the dty, the county and 
the sherifT with failing to enact 
adequate policies for monitor
ing suicidal prisoners, which, 
amounted to a “willful and de
liberate indifference to the 
medical needs of detainee Lloyd 
L. W illiams, Jr.”

The suit claimed that W il
liam ^ death,in September 1985, 
amounted to a violation of his 
rights under the eighth and 14th 
amendments to the U. S. 
Constitution. Part of the origi
nal claims said that by acting 
under the current state law, 
W illiams’ rights under the 
Constitution were violated.

Williams had been charged 
with a sexual violation and was 
being detained in the" Beaver
head County ja il when he com
mitted suicide.

Judge Hatfield ruled, in the 
dismissal, that Williams’ estate

would have to show “deliberate 
or callous indifference to the 
decedent’s needs” and that it 
was not proven.
/  The court, in making a sum
mary judgement, Hatfield said, 
had ample proof that the defen
dants provided Williams with 
psychological counseling, medi
cal attention and maintained 
constant television surveillance 
of his cell while he was jailed 
Testimony at the coroners in
quest, after1 W illiam’s death, 
indicated officers reached W il
liams within three to five min
utes after he hanged himself 
from the top bunk in his cell.

Hatfield ruled that the evi
dence refuted claims ofdeliber- 
ate or callous indifference” to 
Williams’ needs while being 
incarcerated.

Hatfield noted that while the 
plaintiffs maintain issues still 
exist regarding what prompted 
Williams’ suicide and whether 
the policies concerning the con
struction, operation and main
tenance of the Beaverhead 
County Jail with respect to sui
cidal inmates contributed to 
Williams death, they were not 
supported by affidavits, deposi
tions or other appropriate mate-

Felony charges of theft 
against Bruce Denny of Dillon, 
originally filed in District Court 
at Dillon on June 26, wert dis
missed last week by District 
Judge Frank Davis. - 

.Thedis^ 
m«iining the-Matter may not 
come up again, was' reqvuwted 
in amotion todismiMby County 
Attorney Thonuts Scott on 
grounds that a conviction “may 
not be probable.”

Therdjuestforthedismissal, 
was filed by Denny's attorney, 
Andrew Suenram of Dillon,

noted Denny, who had plead not 
guilty t o  seven counts of IMony 
thefton July 7.

Both the defthdtat iuid the 
County’s Attorney oflkf ez' 
chao^tM asoveiy.4 ^ '* " ■tii- 
MiOctot*rl8and/as< 
a stipofiitimtodlsiill 
Suenram for Denny. nOted it 
appeared thatnofbrl^drim i- 
nal action was warranted

Charges against Denny eon- 
ceminghis hjuidlingofthe fbnds 
of Lester Sole were also dis- 
mil

Burned timber plan ready

Williams suit dismissed
rials. That, Hatfield said, raised 
“a question offact as to the events 
at issue.” .

At the most, Hatfield said, 
the plaintiffs have raised fac
tual issues regarding the pur
ported negligence on the part of > 
the defendants.” Citing a previ
ous cane, Hatfield ruled that 
negligentconductaloneisinsuf- 
ficient to sustain a claim under 
federal law.

The dismissal, which affected 
the plaintiff’s claims of viola
tions of constitutional rights, 
noted that the remainingclaims 
“are best resolved in the courts 
ofthe State of Montana.”

The suit was filed by Mary 
W illiams, W illiam C. W illiams, 
Cheryl Muckley and Candace 
and Richard W illiams. They 
were represented by Dillon at
torney Vincent Kozakiewicz. 
Butte attorney Walt Hennesy 
also represented some of the 
clients, Kozakiewicz said.

Kozakiewicz also said Mon
day all parties of the suit will 
now make a decision as to 
whether or not they wall initiate 
a procedure on their claims 
through district court

Friday is the last day for 
public comment on a Forest 
Service proposal for managing 
timber that was burned in the 
1985GibbonsPass Fire, lliefire, 
caused by a lightning strike in 
July 1985, burned about 1,200 
acres of timber atthehead of the 
Trail Creek drainage, near Lost 
Trail Pass.

Beaverhead National Forest 
district ranger in Wisdom, Den
nis Havig, noted most ofthe fire- 
killed trees were already sal
vaged, but a few, small uncut 
stands of trees remained Since 
then, Havig said, the area has 
been open to anyone who wanted 
to cut firewood. Wood cutters 
have used old logging roads, and 
even inade a few new roads in 
their efforts tb get'the wood, 
Havig explained.

Forest Service biologists, 
Havig said, are concerned that 
the road network “is adversely 
affecting the local dk popula
tion, increasing the spread of 
weeds and increasing the chance 
for harmful erosion.”

Commercial loggershave also 
asked to be allowed to harvest 
more wood from thebumed area, 
which would limit the amount

available for individual wood 
cutters.

To solve the problems, the 
Forest Service proposes to dose 
the primitive road just above 
Hogan Cabin and other abort 
spurs where most of the fire
wood has been removed and. 
where erosion control seeding is 
necessary. The agency would 
keep open easily accessible ar
eas to “free-uae” firewood cut
ting to speed the removal of fire
wood. Commercial wood sales in 
places where access is more dif
ficult is also planned.

no t of the voropoaal darif- 
nates a 10-acre blow of oncat; 
dead timber near Hogan Cabin 
to be left as an “into«P*Ptlyt 
area," lirhich will be devSlogfed 
later. „ r h,'X .V '

Parts ofthe total area'wony 
be reseeded with seedlings to 
help natural growth. The seed
ing work wouldbe done after the 
firewood is removed to amid 
having seedlings trampled, 
Havig said 

Those wishing to comment on 
the plans or receive more infor
mation should contact the For
est Service in Wisdom at 689- 
3243.

T w o  s e t  f o r  ' S p i n '
Two Dillon persons, J>aiTy 

Norris and Bernice Frank, w ill 
each get a chance at the M illion 
Dollar Wheel next week in the 
Montana Lottery.

Both Norris and Frank were 
selected to have their opportu
nities to spin thebig wheel, along 
with Ken Meidinger of Miles 
City.

At stake is apossible top prize 
of $1 million.

Both Norris and Frank w ill 
be among the last Montanans to 
get an opportunity to stand up 
to the wheel and give it a spin. 
The wheel, after the end of the 
year, will no longer be used, the 
victim of not enough jackpots 
(not one of the grand prizes has

been won in nearly two years) 
and competition from “LOTTO,” 
aseven-statelotteiywhereplay- 
ers guess six ofthe 54 numbers 
on the lottery board.

Norris, 75, from Dillon, said 
the money he wins on the Big 
Spin “will come in handy for 
Christmas.”

Frank, 68, asked *Vou mean 
Fm going to spm,” when she was 
told her entry was drawn for Uie 
weekly Big Spin. Bernice and 
her husband, Rynold, own 
Snappy Service convenience 
store in Dillon. The money she 
wins will go toward paying for a 
long planned celebration trip to 
Alaska in honor of their 50th 
wedding anniversary next year.
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