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C h a r l e n e  L o g e
Outstanding Young Woman of the Year

Organizational work, personal 
care and compassion distin
guish these remarkable 
women... named Dillon’s most 
outstanding of 1989

H a r r ie t  W a t k i n s
Outstanding Woman of the Year

Two Dillon women have. 
been singled out for awards 
by the Dillon Jaycee Auxil
iary during its annual 
“Woman of the Year" 
awards ceremony last 
Tuesday.

Named to receive the 
awards were Charlene 
Loge, as Outstanding 
Young Woman, and Har
riet Watkins as Outstand
ing Woman of the Year.

Tiie awards were presented 
at the organizations annual 
wine and cheese party at the 
Dillon Elks Club.

Emcee for the event was 
Laura Raykowksi, Jaycee 
Auxiliary president. Enter
tainment for the event was 
provided by the Beaverhead 
County High School Teen 
Tones, directed by Leonard 
Ostwalt. Door prizes were 
donatedby Village Florist and

Stephen’s Greenhouse. Re
freshments were furnished by' 
the Auxiliary members.

The Woman of the Year 
Award was begun by the Dil
lon Soroptimists in 1973 and 
in later years the Jayceens 
became involved.

The Dillon Jaycee Auxil- , 
iary is now in charge of the 
selection of the awards for 
Outstanding Woman and

Outstanding YoungWoman.

Area women who have won 
the award for Outstanding 
Woman of the Year in previ
ous years include: Phyllis 
McCracken (1973); Alfreda 
Woodside (1974); Evelyn 
Stauffer (1975); Lenore 
McCollum (1976); Geor- 
gianiia Andersen (1977); 
Gladys Seidensticker(1978); 
Mary Jane Williams (1979);

M argaret Hagenbarth
(1980); Gertrude Lovell
(1981); Maybelle Arthur
(1982); Dorothy Ann For
rester (1983); Helen ShafT- 
ner (1984); Doris Richard
(1985); Isabel Lasich (1986); 
Mary Ellen W ilkerson 
(1987); Helen Andrus (1988).

Those winning the Out
standing Young Woman 
award in previous years in

clude: Connie Delaney 
(1977); Adele Taylor (1978); 
Verna Cleverly (1979); 
Cindy Eccleston (1980); 
Joan Christopher (1981); 
Joan Parker (1982); Sharon 
Anderson (1983); Cathy 
Speich (1984); Tammy 
Meine (1985); Sue Osborne
(1986); Mardel Scott (1987); 
Linda Ward (1988).

Harriet Watkins
Helping with the Greening of 
Dillon's yards and gardens

W o m a n  o f  t h e  Y e a r

1 9 8 9
Nominated by the Dillon Garden Ckib

Harriet Watiuns,-a retired 
Dillon, woman, was named to the honor of •- 
DillOn's Outstanding Woman because of her 
long-term activity ih local organizations and 
her many years of care for her friends and 
family.

Nominated by the Dillon Garden Club, she 
was chosen as exemplifying the qualifications 

. of service, leadership and caring.
Mrsi Watkins is currently president of the 

Dillon Garden Club and is serving her second 
two-year term. She is a charter member of the 
organization and has maintained her member
ship in the Sheridan Garden Club. She was 
also a member of the Buds ‘n’ Blooms (the club 
that preceded the Dillon Garden Club.) Both 
organizations term her .“simply irreplaceable.” 

She is also a 30-plus year member ofthe 
Dillon Daughters of the Nile and has served as 
both secretary and president She has been 
instrumental in raising funds for that group’s 
main charities.

She has also been a member of the Mizpah 
Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star for over
40 years and has served as Worthy Matron 
and “a steadfast choir member.”

Her interest in history and historic preser
vation is shown in her memberships in the 
Beaverhead County Museum Association, the 
Sons and Daughters of the Montana Pioneers 
and the Daughters ofthe American Revolu
tion. She has served as museum board secre
tary for sixyears and is currently the member
ship chairman. She helps curator Sonja 
Williams in maintaining the museum’s collec
tions. She has been a part of the Beaverhead 
County Museum Association for 15 years and 
her enthusiasm, determination, vision and

h u d  work resulted iij the moving of Dillon’s 
first cibinlrom ita unprotected site to the 
safety of the museum grounds.

She has'also been on the ground floor in 
planning and executing three special historical 
projects: the Beaverhead County History Book, 
the Depot Renovation Board and the success
fully completed Chautauqua. In each instance, 
Mrs. Watkins was praised as a “willing and 
talented worker, who is always there, always 
positive.”

She has held the principal offices of the local 
Daughters of the American Revolution Chap
ter, is a 20-plus year member and is currently 
the chairman ofthe DAR’s “History Award” 
project, which recognizes and rewards seventh 
and eighth graders for interest and excellence 
in American history,.

She has belonged to the American Legion 
Auxiliary for 18 years and the Dillon First 
Presbyterian Church for 45 years.

For the past 13 years she has devotedly 
cared for Mrs. Elfreda Woodside, who is pres
ently at Park View Convalescent Center and 
suffers from an arthritic condition. During that 
time she has taken on the management.of Mrs. 
Woodside’s business and personal affairs. At 
the same time as she undertook this labor of 
her friendship, her husband of 50 years, Frank, 
fell ill. During this period of extreme care- 
giving her cheerfulness, enthusiasm and 
optimism never flagged. Her acceptance ofthe 
need to do what ever had to be done was an ' 
inspiration not only to her family and friends, 
but to her acquaintances in the community 
organizations she has continued to serve.

The. Garden Club, which nominated her for 
the Outstanding Woman Award, notes that

during her two terms as president the club 
doubled in size and quadrupled in activity. 
She established the executive committee, 
which she chairs, to oversee the club's 
growth and activity. The club has an envi
able record in the Montana Federation of 
Garden Clubs for flower show successes... 
the club has won a highly competitive and 
coveted national award each of the three 
times a show has been staged The success, 
the club says, is in a great measure attrib
uted to Mrs. Watkins’ activity and energy.

One of her top achievements in garden 
club work is her winning the Award of 
Distinction, a National Council of garden 
Clubs top award for excellence for dried 
floral arrangements. She began learning 
floral design at age, 74.

She has also presided over plant sales, 
two a year for the past three years, and has 
judged Christmas decoration awards and 
served as the panel’s facilitator, as well as 
First DafTodil Contests, flower sh6ws, 
district and state board meetings with what 
the club terms “style, ease and grace.”

She is also a capable entertainer, with 
visitors that range from U. S. Senator 
Conrad Burns to National Garden Club 
President Martha Smith of West Virginia 
enjoying her hospitality.

She maintains a well-cared for garden and 
yard, and raises many of her plants from seed 
Her skill in raising flowers -has earned her 
championships at the Beaverhead county Fair 
on several occasions. Her love of history shows 
itself in her garden, as well as in her commu- 
nityservice.Shehascollectedmanyoldgarden 

Continued on Page 13~.

Charlene L oge
Makingan investment in the 
Sriai's cultural life...

Young Woman ofthe Year

1 9 8 9
Nominated by the Dillon Shakespeare Club

Charlene Loge was nominated as Young 
Woman of the. Year by the Dillon Shakespeare 
Club, which noted “she is a woman of many, 
talents, and one who shares her time and 
talents with the community.” '

A native of Harlem, Montana, she is mar
ried to Dr. Ron Loge. She is the mother of two 
daughters, Anna, 12, and Laura, 10. The 
couple is also acting as house-parents to an 
exchange student from the Netherlands who is 
attending Western Montana College.

She attended sdiool in Harlem and earned a 
degree in Microbiology from the University of 
Montana. She has also earned a masters 
degree in the History of Science from the 
University of Oklahoma in 1976 and another 
masters in Library and Information Science 
from Catholic University in Washington, D. C. 
in 1984.

■She continues her education a t Western 
Montana College through literature and finan
cial investment classes and develops her 
personal interests through ballroom dancing - 
and racquetball. She also attends workshops 
on library network, school trusteeship and 
classes on microcomputers and word process
ing.

She works as a business assistant in her 
husband’s medical office, where she manages 
payroll records. From 1981-86 she was a  part

time library assistant at WMC and on two 
occasions she has served as an adjunct profes
sor at WMC by teaching courses on the selec-'

, tion of library materials for school libraries.
Literature is an important part ofher life.
She has served in several offices for the 

Dillon Shakespeare Club, where she has 
selected and reviewed books for that organiza
tion. She also participates in another Dillon 
book discussion club and has addressed local 
clubs and college classes about censorship.

An accomplished pianist, she gives private 
lessons and accompanies soloists, school 
programs and the chorus at school, besides 
providing organ music at the Presbyterian 
Church. She has been active in Dillon’s commu
nity orchestra and band for nine years and is 
presently on the board for the Dillon Commu
nity Concerts Association as its vice president 
She was instrumental in bringing the String 
Orchestra of the Rockies to Dillon for two 
Christmas performances.

The Dillon community also benefits from her 
willingness to serve as a member of the board 
of trustees for the elementary schools. She is a 
volunteer for the March of Dimes, American 
Cancer Society, Easter Seals and Barrett 
Hospital Auxiliaiy. She finds time to be active 
in the Presbyterian Church, leads exercise 
classes for the elderly at the nursing home and

conducts story hours for children at the City 
.Library.

She began and directed a community child 
car safety seat loan program for seven years 
and served on the board of the Women’s 
Resource Center, which sponsors the pro
gram. She researched the history of Barrett 
Memorial Hospital and because ofher work 
the building was placed on the Register of 
the National trust for Historic Preservation.

She has worked with a group to raise 
money for a translator which brought 
National Public Radio to Dillon and volun
teered her time to re-clftssify and re-catalog 
the books in the Emerick Art Collection. She 
has also served on several staffselection 
committees at WMC.

As a member of the Dillon Garden Club, 
she has presented a talk to a district garden 
club and assists with horticultural exhibits 
and the arts and crafts at the Beaverhead 
County Fair. Last summer she was chair
man of the Dillon Chautauqua Committee, 
which sponsored three days of workshops 
and programs on western history.

.This fall, Charlene Loge was selected to 
serve for Governor Stan Stephens on his 
Education for the 90’s Committee' which will 
be involved with planning for the future of 
post-secondary education in Montana.


