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help form a Humane !__
ety, including an animal 
shelter. She,.and others 
helping to form the organi
sation, will meet with the 
Dillon City Coundl at 7 pjn. 
at City Hall on Wednesday, 
Jan. 10. The public is in
vited. Anyone wishing to 
assist with the formation of 
the Society is asked to con
tact Hilliker at 683-6888.

230 attend WMC sem inar: look
Over 230 students, faculty, 

staff, alumni,'Western Founda
tion members and community 
residents took part in the week- 
long“Westem Awareness Week” 
meetings at Western Montana 
College.

The meetings were i 
.to encourage ideas from those 
participating on the role and 
scope of the college for Uie year 
2000. An on-going Strategic 
Planning Committee at WMC 
had been started by Provost

Michael Easton before the meet
ings to begin addressing issues 
that concern Western’s future.

According to Planning Com
mittee facilitator, Craig Van* 
Houten, “the week's meetings 
served as broad based brain
storming sessions. We asked 
participants to identify the 
strengths, weaknesses and as
pirations of Western Montana 
College to give the committee an 
idea of what aspects of the col
lege should be given priority

status in our strategic planning 
process.”

The main concerns of the dif
ferent groups, VanHouten said,. 
all centered on continued em
phasis on teacher education and 
a continuing support for rural 
education, distance learning and 
rural economic development.

Concerns for the college’s 
future, according to the groups 
taking part, included broaden
ing course offering, increasing 
enrollment, improving funding

and the most complete use of, 
existing facilities, VanHouten 
pointed out>

*Mpny of these priority con
cerns for the future deal with 
programs already in existence 
at Western,” VanHouten aaid. 
Teacher education is oar foier 
most strength, andruraleduca- 
tion, distance leaming are al
ready a  priority for cnir< 
in the Big Sky Ifelejpii 
Rural Education Center! ̂  
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Radiology expansion..
The Radiology Department of Barrett Memorial Hospital has been 

undergoing a major expansion and remodeling. Betty Jo Howells, a 
radiologic technician, demonstrates one of the x-ray machines at the 
hospital. See page 2 for more information on the changes at Barrett 
Hospital.

Part of the Beaverhead Na
tional Forest is involved in an 
effort to manage the national 
forests around Yellowstone. 
National Park and public com
ment is being sought as the 
process begins, according to Ron 
Prichard, the Beaverhead For
est supervisor.

The forest’s Madison District, 
which includes the east slope of 
the Gravelly Range, the south
east part of the Tobacco Root 

. Mountains, and the west slope 
ofthe Madison Range, is consid
ered part of the "Greater Yel
lowstone Area,” Prichard said.

The Greater Yellowstone 
Area is the largest, essentially 
intact natural ecosystem in the 
earth’s temperate zone. It is also 
one of the world’s great natural 
laboratories, according to a set 
of goals and philosophies, re
cently released in draft form by 
the Greater Yellowstone Coor
dinating Committee.

That committee is preparing 
a report that will outline a “vi
sion” of the area’s future, ac
cording to Prichard.

“The committee met in Sep
tember and agreed on 14 goals. ■ 
They include maintaining the 
natural qualities of the area as 
well as promoting sustainable 
economic opportunities that are 
compatible with maintaining 
natural conditions,” Prichard 
said.

The draft report lays out goals 
designed to conserve biological 
diversity, clean air and water, 
geothermal systems andhistori- 
cal and archeological resources.

Hie committee’s members are 
the forest supervisors and park 
superintendents of the six na
tional forests and two national 
parks included in the Greater 
Yellowstone Area.
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"For »thefieaverhead,”
Prichard said, “this process may 
affect extractive activities such 
as oil and gas development, but 
likely will have minimal effect

'...this process may affect extractive 
activities such as oil and ,

The national forests include 
the Beaverhead, Gallatin and 
Custer, in Montana; the 
Shoshone and Bridger-Teton in 
Wyoming and the Targhee in 
Idaho. Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton national parks lie at the 
heart ofthe area.

Some 11.7 million acres are 
involved, most of it  federal land.

The committee is accepting 
public comment on the proposed 
management goals and their 
philosophy statements until Feb. 
1. Public comment will help 
shape the final report, Prichard 
said, which is expected to be

on livestock grazing, for ex
ample." Any changes in man
agement would be in the Madi
son Ranger District

l ■

“Much of the Madison Dis- 
tricthas already been designated 
wilderness by Congress, and 
wilderness management is al
ready compatible with what Uie! 
Greater Yellowstone vision 
statement proposes^* Prichard 
said.

Additional information eanbe 
obtained from the Dillon Forest 
Service office or by calling 683* 
3900.


