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Students learn Native American history
Story by John Barrows 

Photos by John Barrows and Mark Heinz
When Dillon seventh graders learn about Native Ameri

cans, the books are put away and the tepees come out.
Last week the seventh grade at Dillon Middle School 

concentrated on learning about early ways and cultures of 
America’s native people, as a part of Native American 
Awareness Week.

They built tepee models, learned how to set up a real 
tepee, heard old Indian legends and songs, and tried their 
hand at making Native American dress.

The week-long program, organized by the specialists team 
at the school, went hand-in-hand with their studies about 
the Nez Perce Indians and the Big Hole Battle in 1877 west 
of Wisdom.

The students had several presentations about the battle 
and the lives of the Nez Perce people and the soldiers 
involved in the fight. On Friday the students will wind up 
their study of the era with a field trip to the battlefield 
itself.

The specialists team, which included the teaching staff of 
physical education, health, home economics, Spanish, mu
sic, the resource teacher and aid, Chapter One tutor and 
counselors, structured the week to help the students under
stand Native Americans better.

At the start, each student designed and built his own 
t'jpee model, with a judging and prizes for the top designs.

The students sampled Indian frybread made by Boots 
and Harvey Lake, and helped Jim Lamb of Livingston erect 
a tepee on the front lawn of the school.

The students heard Indian legends from Julie Mulroney 
and Claudia Schaeffer, and heard stories told by Peter 
Bommuth, who accompanied the stories with Indian drum
ming. Bommuth told the students how each story belonged 
to the teller, and could not be told by another, unless it was 
“gifted” to him.

Leroy Not Afraid, a member of the Crow Tribe, told the 
history and legends of the tribe, and taught the students a 
traditional round dance.

Dr. Scott Olsen and Curley Anderson showed the stu
dents Native American tools and weapons, and showed how 
to build a fire flint and steel. They also demonstrated moun
tain man weapons, including the tomahawk and muzzle
loading rifles.

A Native American dress-up day was held Friday, with 
prizes awarded to Lyndsey Ricks, Brandon Ferguson and 
Marcie Coad. »

Jim Lamb and Jessica Carrick-Hagenbarth talk about tepees.

Lyndsey Ricks, Marcie Coad and Brandon Ferguson won the 
Native American dress-up contest.

It was a full week of 
learning about Native 
Americans, including their 
history and culture, that 
became a major project for 
seventh graders at Dillon 
Middle School. The stu
dents learned about te
pees, music, foods, and 
history, including the Nez 
Perce trek that resulted in 
tragedy in 1877.

At left, Peter Bommuth 
shares Indian drumming, 
stones and songs with the 
students.

INFLUENZA CLINIC
OCT. 9 AND OCT 16 
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SHOTS ARE $10
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B E S T  &  B IG G E S T  
T O Y  S E L E C T IO N !

M A N Y  BIG SALES

HIA'S TOYS
A c ro ss  from  Butte Plaza, behind A rb y 's  4 94 -8471  

LAYAWAY WITH NO SERVICE CHARGE Visa'MC Closed San.-Mon.
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