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Paws for a 
Cause

By Lee Hoyrup
Facts and myths about neu

tering pets...
The term neutering can be 

used to refer to spaying female 
pets or castrating male pets. The • 
surgery involves the removal of 
the uterus and ovaries of fe
males or the testicles of males. 
Either prcedure is commonly 
done when the pet is about six 
months old, although it can be 
done any time afterward. Some 
recent studies have shown that 
neutering can be done even 
younger with no ill effects.

There are a number of prac
tical reasons to have your cat or 
dog neutered:

•Neutering male cats or dogs 
reduces their risk of developing 
testicular cancer and prostate 
disease.

•Neutering may reduce, or 
even eliminate, if the pet is 
young enough when neutered, 
some dominance-related be
haviors, such as urine marking, 
fighting and roaming.

•Males who have been neu
tered can’t father unwanted 
litters of puppies or kittens.

•Spaying female pets reduces 
their risk of mammary and re
productive cancers.

•Females who have been 
spayed won’t experience heat 
cycles and the accompanying 
symptoms.

•Spayed female animals 
cannot become pregnant, so 
spaying frees the dog or cat from 
the risks associated with preg
nancy and giving birth.

•Spayed females won’t add 
to pet population by giving birth 
to unwanted litters.

Pet owners sometimes have 
reservations about having their 
pets neutered. Some frequently-
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cited concerns include:
•Will my pet become over

weight and less active as a re
sult of neutering? Pets, like 
people, need proper nutrition 
and exercise to stay fit and 
healthy. With a good diet and 
exercise schedule, a pet’s activ
ity level and weight isn’t likely 
to change after neutering, ex
cept as is normal with aging.

•Won’t it improve my dog or 
cat’s personality if she has one 
litter before being spayed? 
Clinical studies show no per
manent changes as a result of 
pregnancy.

•Won’t my pet “miss” sex? 
Animals are driven to mate by 
hormones, not by passion. 
Neutering alters hormone pro
duction and the animals show 
no interest in sex afterwards. 
Dogs of either sex, whether 
neutered or intact, may engage 
in mounting behavior, but this 
is a dominance gesture and not 
related to sex.

•What are the risk involved 
in the surgery? Spaying and 
neutering are very common 
procedures and usually the risks 
to the pet are small. Veterinar
ians can answer questions and 
advise pet owners about any 
particular risks to their pet prior 
to surgery.

•How much does spnying or 
neutering cost? The price of the 
surgery may vary from town to 
town and doctor to doctor, if 
you’re concerned that the sur
gery is too expensive, check with 
your veterinarian. Assistance 
programs are available in some 
areas

Millions of unwanted pets of 
all ages, sizes and types are 
killed in shelters annually. To 
see the best reason to have a 
pet neutered, one only needs to 
go to a shelter and witness this 
needless waste of life.

Beaverhead 
wool payments 
approved 
by House

Beaverhead County wool 
growers will be among those 
nationally who have hope their 
wool' payments, which were 
taken away by Senate action 
recently, will be restored.

Montana Congressman Pat 
Williams said the U.S. House 
did the right thing last week in 
voting to restore wool and mo
hair payments for 1993, killed 
earlier by the Senate, which 
Montana and other sheep 
growers have been counting on 
for their livelihood.

“Many Montana sheep pro
ducers have based their busi
ness and family budgets on 
payments already promised 
them by the federal government 
under the wool programs,” 
Williams said.

‘The Senate’s action to slash 
those payments was reckless 
and threatened many families 
with bankruptcy."

‘The House’s vote is a matter 
of basic fairness for farm and 
ranch families who have 
counted on the government 
keeping its word,” Williams 
said.

The Senate on Sept. 23 voted 
to kill outright the federal wool 
and mohair program, including 
payments for sheep already 
grown earlier this year, accord
ing to Williams.

The Senate vote came during 
its debate on the final House- 
Senate conference report on the 
Fiscal 1994 Agriculture Appro
priation Bill.

Today, Williams said, the 
U.S. House voted to restore suf
ficient appropriations to guar
antee that sheep producers will 
receive wool and mohair pay
ments for the 1993 marketing 
year.

The bill now must go back to 
the Senate for a final vote be
fore the legislation is sent to 
the President for his signature, 
Williams said.

News of area deaths.

Georgia N. Mathews

Georgia N. Mathews
Funeral services were Tuesday afternoon at St. James Episco

pal Church for Georgia N. Mathews, 99, Western Montana College’s 
legendary Dean of Women. She died Friday, October 8, 1993, at 
Parkview Acres Convalescent Center in Dillon.

Rev. Mary Jacques officiated at the funeral, with burial in the 
family plot at Mountain View Cemetery, beside her sister Bertie, 
with whom she shared a life-long companionship.

Born September 1, 1894, in Bannack, she was the daughter of 
Beaverhead pioneers Rufe and Montana (Nay) Mathews. She at
tended Bannack schools and graduated from Beaverhead County 
High School in 1915.

She was employed with the R. W. Boone Real Estate and In
surance Company in Dillon until 1919 when she became the first 
woman elected Beaverhead County Treasurer.

She began her career at the State Normal College (now Western 
Montana ) College, in 1923 as a bookkeeper. She was named 
business manager in 1926 and was appointed Dean of Women in 
1942, a post she occupied until retiring in 1965.

In recognition of her 42-year devotion to the Dillon college, 
University Systems regents conferred upon her the honorary title 
“Dean of Women Emeritus.” In January 1982 the WMC women’s 
dormitory was officially re-designated the “Georgia Mathews 
Residence Hall.”

A life-long resident of Beaverhead County, Miss Mathews was a 
member of St. James Episcopal Church and the first woman to 
serve on its vestry. She joined the Order of Eastern Star, Mizpah 
Chapter No. 13, in 1914, and served as Worthy Matron in 1926. 
She was a charter member of Chapter AD, PEO, educational 
honorary.

She is survived by nieces Esther Mathews of Bozeman and 
Hope Lucas of Seattle, Wash. She was preceded in death by her 
sister Bertie in 1988.

Memorials may be made to St. James Episcopal Church, Western 
Montana College or the Bannack Association.

Ferdinand 
L. Schmidt
Ferdinand L. Schmidt, 68, of 

Dillon, died in the Kalispell 
Regional Hospital Monday, Oc
tober 11, 1933.

He was born May 24, 1925, 
in Feeley, a son of Albert and 
Marie Scbmidt. He ranched in 
Glen on the William Garrison 
ranch and was also a mechanic 
at the College Motors in Dillon, 
where he retired in 1974.

He was an avid outdoorsman 
who loved fishing and hunting 
and was an excellent mechanic.

He was preceded in death by 
his father, mother, and sister, 
Mary Ashworth.

He is survived by his aunt, 
Pauline Dudden Nool of 
Lakeside, three nephews, Rob
ert, William and Edward 
Ashworth, and several close 
cousins.

Cremation has taken place. 
Memorials are suggested to to a 
charity of the donor’s choice.

Ernest Ben 
Stark

Ernest Ben Stark died Sat
urday, October 9, 1993, at Bar
rett Memorial Hospital in Dil
lon.

No funeral services are 
planned.

He was born April 6, 1909, 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Stark in Chicago, Illinois. When 
he was two years old he moved 
to Roundup, Montana, on the 
family homestead and attended 
local schools there.

He married Burnice Smith 
in 1958.

Together they ranched in 
Roundup, Arkansas and 
Salmon, Idaho.

They lived a short time in 
California before retiring in 
Dillon.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents and brother, Dale 
Stark.

Area Certified Medical 
Assistants prepare for 
week's observance...

Certified Medical Assistant« have been preparing for the 
observance of CMA Week in Dillon n eit week.

Medical Assistant Day is October 20, which brings attention 
tothe need far prompt detection of breast cancer.

There are currently seven CMA's in Dillon, according to 
Lori Kent, chapter president. Pictured are Linda Peters, 
chapter secretary; Kathy Loomis and Denise Iverson (who 
are studying for their CMA certification); Juli Ingram, state 
president; Brenda Green, state secretary; Lori Kent, chapter 
president, and Lisa H ells. Not pictured are CMA's Julie 
Lalicher and Betty Jo Howells. Also studying for certification 
are Kelly Osborne, Jennifer Deleo, Melanie Keller and Darlene 
Davis, chapter program planner.

The group w ill take part in the craft fair O ctober 20 at the 
armory.

Ever}' Model In Stock Priced To Move.

DRIVE HOME A REAL BARGAIN
• SAVE HUNDREDS on all Hot
Spring, Tiger River and Hot Spot Spas.
• SPECIAL 8.9% Financing with no 
money down O.A.C.
• SAVE more on specialty decks 
and gazebos
• See the new HOT SPOT - 1 2  new
colors, 6’ x 6’ round, Priced UNDER S28Q0{

PICK UP SOME PEACE OF MIND
• Most Models GUARANTEED to
average no more than $18 a month in 

power
• Consumer Digest BEST BUY!
• Better Homes and Gardens 

SMART BUY!
• SERVING MONTANA SINCE 1979!!

THIS WEEK AT:
HotSpring

Portable Spits 
Where America Goes lb Relax ■
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Mountain Hot Tub iinc.
S A LE H O U R S - Fri 10-8 • Sat. 10-5 • Sun 12-5  

1601 Harrison Ave. • Butte • 723-6513 or 1-800-626-4772
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