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Bannack
ghosts
prepare...

The ghosts of Ban
nack are getting set for 
Halloween.

After all, according 
to Cindy Staszak, Ban
nack State Park man
ager, what better place 
to have a haunted 
house, than in a ghost 
town... and in a hotel 
that some say has 
ghosts of its own?

Several groups are 
working together, 
Staszak said, to hold a 
Halloween Haunted 
HouseintheoldMeade 
Hotel on Saturday,Oc
tober 30.

The groups are 
making plans and 
gatheringmaterials for 
the haunted house, 
which, instead of 
Dracula and Freddie 
Kreuger, will feature 
some real scary fellas... 
including Henry 
Plummer, the Carhart/ 
Ives gunfight and the 
mysterious little girl in 
blue that some say 
walks the halls of the 
Meade.

Each room in the old 
hotel will depict a dif
ferent story from the 
history ofBannack and 
the old west.

There will be two 
levels of scartness, 
Staszak said, with the 
lower floor milder. 
Older ghost seeks will 
h a ve the opportu n i ty to 
prowl both floors, if 
they dare.

Dr. Dale Tash, 
former park manager, 
will provide haunting 
ghost stories by the 
bonfire in the picnic 
area and the Bannack 
Association will pro
vide hot cider, hot 
chocolate and treats.

Admission to the 
park is $3 per vehicle, 
but there will be no ad
ditional charge for the 
haunted house. Anyone 
wishing to donate 
props.ideas, pumpkins 
or treats for the activi
ties is asked to call 
Staszak at 834-3413.
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Duke Gilbert, Dutch and Nora Bossert watched an unusual sight in Dillon, as a full-fledged passenger train rolled into town on the Union 
Pacific Railroad. The train, made up of three passenger engines from the 1950's, and 12 cars, all in the old Union Pacific colors, made a short 
stop to change crews. The train carried a number of Union Pacific officials, who were making an inspection trip from Omaha to Seattle, via 
a side trip to Butte. Railfans followed the train on the trip and a crew member amused himself by taking a picture of the photographers. The 
last regular passenger train to Dillon stopped running in 1971. j  M Barrows Photos

Student at risk survey also released ______________
BCHS seeks answers for ACT decline

By Mark Heinz
Departmental faculty meet

ings at Beaverhead County 
High School have been called in 
order to search for the causes 
behind a recent decline in local 
ACT scores.

At the Monday meeting of the 
BCHS Board of Trustees Meet
ing, Superintendent Dennis 
Kimzey said BCHS faculty will 
hold departmental meetings 
from now until the next board 
meeting, which takes place on 
November 8. The purpose of 
the meetings will be to discuss 
the decline of ACT scores for 
local students, and look for 
reasons behind the dip in scores.

According to research statis
tics, the ACT scores for BCHS 
graduates in the 1992-93 school 
year were the lowest in a five- 
year research period, which be
gan in 1988-89.

The ACT is an assessment 
test designed for students 
planning to attend college. 
Students are tested for general 
knowledge in English, math
ematics and social studies.

A perfect composite score for 
the test is 36. The average score 
of BCHS seniors was 20.2 in 
1992-93. That same year, the 
Montana average was 21.6, 
while the national average was 
20.7.

The trustees were also shown 
the results of a survey of BCHS 
juniors last year regarding the 
ACT. Of the 34 BCHS juniors 
who took the ACT in 1992-93

academic year, 33 were given 
the survey and 19 answered and 
returned it.

According to the survey re
sults, five percent of the re
spondents felt prepared for the 
test, 16 percent did not, and 79 
percent said they were “sort o r  
prepared.

A total of 42 percent of the 
students responding to the 
survey said they just arrived on 
the test date to take the test 
without preparing for it before
hand. Of the respondents, 58 
percent said they looked at the 
sample ACT test included in the 
registration packet, while 16 
percent completed the entire 
sample test.

When asked what part of the 
test was most difficult for them, 
52 percent of the responding 
students cited mathematics, 
while only 11 percent said En
glish was most difficult.

Kimzey said the survey in
formation and the results of the 
faculty department meetings 
will be discussed at the next 
meeting of the trustees to help 
determine if the declining ACT 
scores are a serious problem and 
what can be done about them.

The trustees were also given 
the results of the 1993 Montana 
Youth at Risk behavior survey.

The survey was given to 
students state wide and ques
tioned students about a variety 
of youth issues, including diet, 
sports participation, alcohol and 
drug use and sexual activity.
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For example, one question 
asked students how old they 
were when they first tried 
marijuana. At BCHS, 89 per
cent of the respondents said 
they had never tried marijuana, 
1.1 percent said they tried it at 
age 11 or 12. A total of 6.6 
percent said they first tried it 
at age 13 or 14, and 3.3 percent 
said they were 15 or 16 when 
they first used marijuana.

Kimzey said research shows 
severe risk behavior, such as 
heavy drug and alcohol use, is 
down statewide among high

The Dillon City Council is 
moving to update existing laws 
and eliminate old ones that are 
no longer enforced, and last 
Wednesday night they passed 
on a first reading a bill, covering 
peddlers, door-to-door salesmen, 
and sales on the streets and 
public places. They also passed 
laws concerning discharging 
weapons in the city limits, and 
added bows and arrows to the 
forbidden weapons, in response 
to an incident last year.

Going out the window, ac
cording to City Attorney Andy 
Suenram, are laws that deal 
with conditions that have 
changed over the years, includ
ing one that prohibited women 
in bars.

Two of the laws, dealing with

school students. The Youth at 
Risk survey results for BCHS 
compared closely to results from 
the rest of the state.

In other business, the trust
ees also met with Jerry Boyd, 
representing the Beaverhead 
Little League girls softball pro
gram, to discuss the possibility 
of starting a fast-pitch softball 
program for girls at BCHS.

Boyd said he talked to 
coaches and faculty at Butte 
Senior High and Butte Central 
about their softball programs

the sale of items in public places 
and door-to-door sales, brought 
questions from the publisher of 
the Dillon Tribune, John Bar- 
rows, who asked whether or 
not the law would apply to 
newspaper subscription cam
paigns. Suenram said it would, 
and it would also apply to non
profit groups, as it is written. 
Barrows said he would have a 
formal response at a later date.

The ordinances will have 
their second reading at the next 
council meeting, October 20.

In another matter, the coun
cil agreed to meet with the 
county commissions on 
Wednesday, October 13. to dis
cuss forming a joint application 
for grant moneys with the Bi- 
Continued on page 14...
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City updates old laws

Drug bust 
nets more 
arrests
Joint city-county 
operation promises 
more charges...

By Mark Heinz
Seven Dillon residents are 

facing drug charges after nearly 
six months of undercover in
vestigation led to their arrests 
on October 5 and 6.

Beaverhead County Sheriff 
Harold Forsman said his office 
and the Dillon Police worked in 
cooperation with an undercover 
officer from the Narcotics In
vestigation Bureau in Helena 
to pull off the investigation and 
arrests. The arrests involved 
about one pound of marijuana 
with a street value around 
$3,500.

Arrested on October 5 were 
Brad Barthel, 25; Judy L. Hill, 
36; Barbara J. Hampton, 27; 
Della Freeman, 25; and Michael 
J. Huffman, 28.

Ronda Huffman, 24, and 
Robert A Foster, 29, were ar
rested on October 6.

Police Chief John Gutcheck 
said more arrests are expected 
in the case.

A sheriffs  department 
spokesman said the marijuana 
involved was grown elsewhere 
and transported into Dillon. The 
drugs were being sold for about 
$30 per 1/8 ounce.

Despite the number of arrests 
in this case, the spokesman said 
there is still a viable marijuana 
market in the Dillon area. The 
group arrested is “just one of 
the players,” he said.

Barthel was charged with 
felony criminal. possession of 
dangerous drugs and is being 
held on $20,000 bond. Hill pled 
not guilty to misdemeanor 
criminal possession of danger
ous drugs and misdemeanor 
criminal possession of drug 
paraphernalia, with a $500 
bond for each charge, and was 
released on her own recogni
zance

Hampton was charged with 
felony criminal possession of 
dangerous drugs and felony 
criminal possession of danger
ous drugs with intent to sell. 
Hampton is being held on a to
tal bond of $40,000.

Freeman was charged with 
felony criminal possession of 
dangerous drugs and felony 
criminal possession of danger
ous drugs with intent to sell. 
Continued on page 14...

Refuge has 
controlled 
burn area

Fire-fighters recently con
ducted a small prescribed bum 
in about 475-acres of grassland 
habitat on the west end of Red 
Rock Lakes Refuge.

According to Susan 
Linneman, Assistant Refuge 
Manager at Red Rock Lakes, 
the bum will rejuvenate native 
grassland habitat by discour
aging introduced plants and 
encouraging native plants such 
as basin wildrye. Burning of 
this area should promote plants 
eaten by antelope and elk, and 
provide other benefits for wild
life.

Prescribed burning is part of 
the refuge’s habitat manage
ment program, which also in
cludes grazing by livestock. 
Prescribed burning is a common 
and accepted practice on refuges 
throughout the country because 
of its value in cycling nutrients 
and encouraging native plants, 
according to Linneman.

Effects of the bum may not 
be apparent for several years. 
Refuge staff will monitor 
changes in the grassland over 
the next several years.

Eleven fire-fighters were on 
hand to practice ignition and 
control techniques, and to be 
available for suppression in case 
of an escaped fire.


