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Here you'll find opinion... elsewhere only fact.
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By John M. Barrows 
Publisher and Editor

Expanding horizons...
The expanding horizons program, conducted this week at Western Montana College, 

gave over 250 students, most of them young women, a first-hand look at career opportu
nities in science, math and non-traditional areas.

Utilizing professional women as the presenters, the session stresses the importance of 
math and science in the curriculum for young women, and focuses on improving their 
viewpoints toward those fields by presenting role-models to help impress the opportuni
ties available.

Funded locally by United Way and US WEST, the program is one of 12 across the state. 
It's an important adjunct to the regular classroom work, and may well be deciding factors 
for them in the future.

It's a good program, that helps put forth the opportunities available, if they prepare for

the" Back to reality...
Last week's snow fall was a quick reality check for many of us. After enduring endless 

rain this summer, if you can call it that, the fall was a beautiful interlude. All too short, 
as it turns out, as Dillon got its first taste of winter before even all the leaves were out of 
the tree. «

Em £ih@ MME
A public forum for the exchange 

of ideas and viewpoints

Follow others' examples...
To the Editor, This has been very effective and they can

i ts  time th a t we see our Federal Fish 
and Game sta rt using some of the better envi
ronment programs th a t the rest of us do. I’m 
referring to the burning of the grass on the Red 
Rock Game Preserve. I hope they dVi’t think the 
smoke’s afterm ath doesn’t  affect our air.

I f  coarse grass is causing the grass to be un
palatable, and the game won’t eat it,iwhy not do 
as the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks do on 
the Fleecer Game Range, let the cattle graze the 
grass on a rest-rotation pasture system.

Land closure no
To the Editor,
The closure of large tracts of private lands to 

hunting comes as no surprise when considering 
th a t landowners agreed at their recent meeting 
to let those paying hunters and outfitters who 
had already arranged hunts on their land to be 
given access. Only the non-paying public would 
be locked out.

The hunters of M ontana m ust come to realize 
th a t the outfitting and leasing industry, par
ticularly the wealthy people who are leasing up 
hunting rights to keep the people off, will soon 
end non-paying hunting on private property.

W hat th e  h u n te rs  of M ontana and the 
recreationalists of the nation m ust come to real
ize is th a t about a third of our nation is public 
land, over 700 million acres.

There is a serious problem with said public 
lands, however. A recent study by the General 
Accounting Office a t the request of Congress 
reveals tha t blocked public access is a major 
problem throughout the West. Private landown
ers are increasingly blocking access to public 
lands for a number of reasons.

When access is blocked, the landowner obtains 
exclusive personal use of vast tracts of public

charge for the cattle usage. The USFS has used 
rest-rotation effectively for years. Is it truly better 
to turn grass into smoke instead of feeding it to 
cattle?

After all, with the exception of a few dirty 
sneakers and soiled boots, cows don’t  cause pol
lution, and eventually that green stuff all over 
your Nikes is 100 percent biodegradable.

Dean Stanchfield 
Wise River

surprise...
land and the ability to maintain guiding opera
tions for hunting or fishing with exclusive use of 
public land.

For example, a guided h u n t operation in 
Montana boasted of its exclusive use of 25,000 
acres of National Forest in a brochure because it 
was able to block the only access to these public 
lands.

This particular operation was thw arted when 
public access was gained through state school 
lands, thereby giving access to the U. S. Forest 
Service lands being blocked to recreation.

The Montana public has every right to’ use 
their public lands, whether state or federal lands, 
for recreation. This recent attem pt to blackmail 
Montana sportsmen into a position where the 
private landowner has the right to control public 
lands will not be tolerated.

I urge every recreationalist in M ontana to join 
Public Lands Access Association, Inc., or a local 
sportsmens group and work toward solving the 
access dilemma. The public lands of Montana 
hold the key to the recreation problems of the 
state.

William F airhurst 
Three Forks

The wooly worms must have their long coats on, so we can probably expect more the 
same soon.

Updating the law...
For the past months the City of Dillon has been updating the laws on its books. It's time. 

Some of the laws date back to horse and buggy times, including the one about keeping 
women out of the bars.

One by one the council is reviewing them and rewriting them. It's a wise thing to do 
because unenforceable laws are worse than no laws at all.

Care has to be taken, however, that the laws are being put into place actually serve a 
need. Two of those laws, dealing with door-to-door sales and sales in public places have 
wide-ranging impact... from newspaper carriers (that's close to home) to Girl Scout cookie 
sales, to flea markets and art and craft sales.

The goal is a good one, but extra care has to be taken to be sure the need is there, that 
the laws are enforceable, and that the ordinances themselves follow the dictates of good 
law.

EX P R ESSIN G  Y O U R S ELF...
The Viewpoint Page is just for you.
Let others know how you feel and what you think.
Just mail us a letter on any topic of general interest. There 

is no special length requirement, but shorter letters generally 
have a better chance of prompt publication. Letters are 
subject to editing for libel and good taste.

Mail them to Dillon Tribune, Box 911, Dillon, MT 59725.
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As it w as . . .
History of the area 
as it was written... 
in the back pages 
of the Dillon 
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45 Years Ago This Week
For the Week of October 11,1948

Beaverhead County may be the scene of an oil 
boom next year. This became known last week 
when the Cities Service Oil company struck a 
natural gas pocket on the Gleed Brothers Snow 
Line ranch near Monida. The natural gas flow is 
reported to be big enough to supply the town of 
Lima. The pocket was struck while the Cities 
Service crew was drilling a test hole. The crew is 
going beyond the pocket for further evidence of 
"black gold." Full scale drilling will not take 
place this year as winter months are ahead. Five 
drills have been working in the neighborhood 
the past few weeks, sinking test holes as a pre
liminary to operations next spring if the tests 
warranted. Striking of the natural gas pocket is 
one of the first signs that oil is there. Geologists 
claim that the rock formation in the southern part 
of ourcounty indicatesabigoil dome lies beneath. 
Tw'O schools of thought have arson on the oil 
possibility. One is that upheaval of rock strata 
hascauseda leak which permitted the oil to seep 
a W'ay. The other school is of the opinion theoil is 
there and only awaits tapping.

R. E. Spence, t h e M < >rga n breeder, whose hobby 
is stirring up arguments, has started another one, 
butthis time about wild geese. Things had gotten

dull around his ranch so he came to town Satur
day and visited the editor. You will recall he 
started a big argument as to where Bob Wade ran 
the race in which he established a world's record 
for quarter horses. That argument finally w’ould 
upinTrue Magazine,but True isn't through with 
it yet. True didn’t say where the race was run, but 
did say BobWadeheld the record for the particular 
track he ran on. Now Spence has taken the ar
gument to True for verification and those poor 
dopes who edit the magazine don’t know what 
they have gotten themselves in for. But to get 
back to where wild geese nest, Pop told Spence 
they nested on the ground. "Not so," said Spence. 
"They nest in trees!" So there you have it. You 
sportsmen can take it from there.

It may sound silly to talk about Christmas 
when we are enjoying such wonderful weather, 
but regardless of the sun's radiant face beaming 
at us and the thermometer indicating almost 
summer weather, Christmas will be with us be
fore we know it.

What is all this about? Well, it has been noted 
in other papers that plans are being made in 
neighboring municipalities to decorate the streets 
for the holidays and a program of entertainment 
for the kids is being talked up, Just thought it 
wouldn't hurt to let our city know so they will be

ready when the Yule season arrives.
Bert Kruljac, four miles south of Dillon, re

ports a phenomena among his ducks and geese. 
The birds are evidently mistaking our Indian 
summer for the real McCoy and have started 
laying again. Bert reports that one goose hasgone 
so far as to lay eight eggs and is hatching the eggs. 
He expects her brood next week.

Chief of Police Dan Mooney reports com
plaints are being received of boys shooting BB 
guns in the city limits. This is in violation of a city 
ordinance which provides for a fine and the gun 
being taken away.

The boys and girls of the 4-H club a t Armstead 
gave a benefit dance for the Barrett Hospital, the 
net proceeds amounting to $23, which will be 
given to the drive fund.

Dan Mooney, Chief of Police, has an unusual 
prisoner he wants to turn loose. It is a white face 
yearling ewe branded with a red 6 on the back. 
The ewe was found by a couple of kids, Dan says, 
and brought to the city bastille for custody until 
the owner is found.Dan says the ewe doesn't like 
being behind barsandisdriving the city hall nuts 
with its constant baa-ing.
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