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H ighw ay 93 
closings  
end...

Road closures, which 
have plagued motorists 
for the past summer, will 
be suspended, beginning 
12 p.m., October 30, 
south of Lost Trail Pass 
on Highway 93.

Until then, the road 
closures and openings 
previously announced 
will remain in effect, al
though there will not be 
road closures on the 
Idaho side of Lost Trail 
Pass between 6 p.m. and 
8 a.m. After October 30, 
the projects will be open 
to unrestricted public 
travel until the start of 
construction next 
spring. The projects will 
remain closed to bi
cycles.

BCHS m usic
concert
set...

The Beaverhead  
County High School 
music department will 
present a fall concert 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, No
vember 2, in the high 
school auditorium.

The program, d i
rected by Leonard 
Ostwalt, will fenture 
traditional ensembles, 
jazz band and pep band 
pieces. The choral pro
gram will include a va
riety of music from the 
Renaissance through 
the 20th century. The 
Womens’ Chorus, Teen 
Tones, Mens’ Ensemble 
and Mixed Ensemble 
will all perform. They are 
directed by Laurie 
Hagenbarth.

The free concert is 
open to the public.

BCHS clubs  
scavenge...

Members of the Bea
verhead County High 
School S-Club and Key 
Club will be on a door- 
to-door scavenger hunt 
in Dillon on Tuesday, 
November 2, beginning 
after dinner. The stu
dents will be asking for 
food donations for 
Christmas and Thanks
giving baskets to the 
needy. Food will also be 
given to the food bank. 
Last year over 1,700 food 
items were collected .

WATCH

Getting ready for Halloween...
Bev McDougal, Trevor Smith and Metty Christensen help get the Meade Hotel ready tor Snturday 

spooking, October 30. The old hotel in Bannack will be the site of a haunted house, featuring Old West 
ghosts, a bonfire and ghost stories. The haunted house is open to everyone without charge, although the 
$3 state park vehicle charge applies. Another haunted house is being planned by the Old Depot Theatre 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, featuring traditional ghosts and monsters. The charge is $2. And a free 
Halloween party for children from infants to sixth graders from 5-8 p.m. at the Western Montana College 
arena Sunday is being sponsored by the Beaverhead Chamber of Commerce. Jo h n  B arro w s P ho to

Bad info may be root of Closings

Population hike  
prom pts need for 
county planning

By Mark Heinz
Recent closures of private 

lands to hunting may have re
sulted from misinformation and 
an overreaction by landowners, 
according to members of the 
State Land Board.

Ranchers began closing their 
land to hunting recently as a 
protest to the land board’s de
cision to open state grazing lease 
lands to hiking and 
bird watching.

The $5 permits to get or. to 
the grazing leases were previ
ously available to only hunters 
and fishermen. On September 
20, however, the State Land 
Board made the permits avail
able to hikers and birdwatchers 
as well.

Landowners, concerned that 
the new permits would lead to 
uncontrolled access to the lease 
lands and problems such as the 
spread of noxious weeds, began 
to close their private ground to 
hunting. The closures were 
made in protest to the land 
board’s decision and in hopes of 
motivating sportsman’s organi

zations into helping get the de
cision repealed.

Mike Cooney, the Montana 
Secretary of State and a land 
board member, said the decision 
to open the leases to hiking and 
birdwatching was carefully 
made and mnny ranchers’ con
cerns are based on misinforma
tion.

Cooney explained the lease 
lands were closed to public ac
cess until a lawsuit was filed in 
1991 to open them.

Several groups, including 
stockgrowers, reached a com
promise with House Bill 778, 
which opened the leases to 
hunters and fishermen who had 
purchased the $5 permits, 
Cooney said.

A provision was written into 
HB 778 stating the conditions 
of access could be changed 
through a petition process. 
Cooney said petitions were filed 
to open the leases to overnight 
camping, campfires, off-road 
vehicles, and horseback riding 
in addition to the biking and 
birdwatching requests.

“The board did not go ofT 
willy-nilly and approve all these 
petitions,” Cooney said He said 
the board worked with .mchers 
to eliminate the requests which 
could cause too much damage 
to grazing on the lease lands.

For example, public horse
back riding was rejected be
cause noxious weeds could be 
spread through horse feed 
people packed in with them or 
droppings from horses which 
had eaten the feed.

Cooney said the ranchers the 
board contacted did not see any 
problem with allowing hikers 
and birdwatchers onto the land.

Cooney said ranchers have 
every right to manage their 
private land as they see fit, but 
the closing the lands will only 
serve to undermine the valuable 
relationship between hunters 
and ranchers.

He also said many landown
ers are making the decision to 
close based on “erroneous in
formation.”

Some landowners seemed 
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By John Barrows
There was a hush over the 

crowd, while Georgians 
Andersen put her hand into the 
mesh wire drum to draw a 
name.

“Sarah Bradley of Great 
Falls,” was the name drawn... 
and with that ticket went over 
20 acres of land south of Dillon... 
the big prize in a drawing that 
raised over $35,000 for the Bar
rett Hospital Foundation.

The drawing was the climax 
to an evening that included 
Montana Governor Marc 
Racicot speaking to the 
Foundation’s annual dinner on 
“new Frontiers for Health Care.”

Racicot outlined steps now 
being taken under the new 
Health Care Authority autho
rized by the legislature.

The goal, Racicot said, "i~ af
fordable health care for all 
Montanans."

Health care i? a top prir rity, 
Racicot said, and the efforts both

By Mark Heinz
An increase in the area’s 

population could call for a new 
county planning board, and has 
made more work at the 
assessor’s office and greater 
demands on law enforcement.

Recent area growth has had 
little recent effect on the school 
system, however.

Randy Tommerup, the 
chairman of the Beaverhead 
County Commissioners, said a 
new county planning board is 
in the works. He said the group, 
which would be made up of 
public appointees representing 
a cross-section of the area’s 
population, is being formed to 
stay abreast of local develop
ment issues.

The county did have a plan
ning board up until the late 
1980’s, but it was dissolved be
cause it had become “too cum
bersome,” Tommerup said.

Because of an increase in 
area development in the last two 
years, however, the commission 
decided to start putting another 
planning board together. Tom
merup said the board will 
probably be ready to go this 
winter.

Recent development has also 
tended to be somewhat hap
hazard and confusing, so one of 
the goals of the planning board 
and the commission will be to 
put together a package of poli
cies and regulations for the 
county.

Zoningdecisions are also best 
when they are made with com
munity input, Tommerup said, 
explaining that people want 
“predictability" when it comes 
to ne v development.

Small parcels of land, one to 
five : cres, for residential or 
small business development are

Tuesday, November 2 is an 
election day in Beaverhead 
County, but the races are few 
and far between.

In fact, the only real race is 
between incumbent Dillon City 
Judge Pat Blade and Dillon at
torney Vincent Kozakiewicz for 
the non-partisan post. Blade is 
the former owner of the Book
store in Dillon and is currently 
executive director of the Bea
verhead Development Corpora
tion. Kozakiewicz has a private 
law practice in Dillon.

In Dillon, Mayor James Wil
son is running for re-election 
unopposed, as are aldermen 
Mike Moore, Larry Chaffin and 
Mike Gordon. Jim Snow is

nationally and at the state level 
are “building a new consensus.”

Racicot urged individual in
volvement in government, and 
reassured the audience that 
problems facing government 
and Montana are “eminently 
fixable.”

The dinner was the annual 
meeting for the Foundation, 
formed several years ago to 
promote B arrett Memorial 
Hospital and to raise funds for 
the facility.

The land raffle was made 
possible when the land, which 
includes a water fall, was given 
to the Foundation by Mr. and 
Mrs. John Erb, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Womack and Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Davis.

The foundation, according to 
a director, Clay Edwards, “is 
here to promote the long-term 
financial health of the hospital, 
to ensure the type of quality 
health care we need."

in high demand right now, 
Tommerup said.

Realtor Jim Mclsaac, who is 
also a member of the city plan
ning board, also said “micro
subdivisions” of about two lots 
are in high demand.

The market for business 
space is better than home sites 
right now, although homes are 
selling well, Mclsaac said. 
Homes are staying on the mar
ket for an average of only about 
30 days, and two were recently 
sold the day they came on the 
market, he said.

Mclsaac said he has been 
getting steady business both 
from out-of-town buyers mov
ing in, and locals moving into 
better homes. He attributed 
most of the fast sales to current 
low interest rates.

Although his business is not 
planning any rental housing 
projects, Mclsaac said he has 
heard of some rental projects 
around town.

Zoning for a downtown busi
ness district and another busi
ness district near the interstate 
are major concerns for the city 
planning board. Mclsaac said, 
although no solid plans for new 
annexation are currently in the 
works.

He said many new businesses 
are moving into previously es
tablished locations, citing the 
development of the old Forest 
Service building into the Ever
green Center as an example.

County Appraiser Les Taylor 
also said low interest rates are 
making sales of single-family 
dwellings fast.

He also said there has been 
an recent increase in the num
ber of out-of-state buyers pur- 
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running unopposed for the 
alderman’s post originally held 
by Jim Day. The post held by 
Bill Tayne has no declared 
candidates.

In Lima, Hilda Korrell is the 
only candidate for Mayor, and 
Linda Peterson is running un
opposed for one of the two open 
alderman posts. The other has 
no declared candidate.

Also on the ballot are three 
posts on the Beaverhead County 
Water and Sewer District for 
Jackson. There are no declared 
candidates.

Richard Gosman and Allen 
C. Martinell are running for the 
two open posts on the Red Rock 
River Water and Sewer District, 
and Stewart W. Fitzgerald and 
R. Bruce Helming are running 
for the two open posts on the 
Wisdom Water and Sewer Dis
trict.

Polls in Dillon are open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, at the 
usual precinct polling places. 
Polling places for water and 
sewer district elections are at 
the Jackson School, Lima Town 
Hall and Wisdom Community 
Hall, from noon to 8 p.m.

And the winner is...
G eorg ians A ndersen  shouts out the  nam e o f the land d raw ing  

w inne r at the Barre tt H osp ita l Foundation d inner Sa tu rday a! W.MC.

Great Falls woman 
wins land drawing

Election day nears
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