
Sports News of Southwestern Montana

Tech signs Dillon’s 
Ryan Gaasch

Montana Tech head basketball coach Rick Dessing has 
announced the signing of Dillon’s Ryan Gaasch to a NAIA/ 
Frontier Conference letter of intent. Gaasch signed with 
the Orediggers last week.

According to Gaasch, the late signing was the result of a 
chance conversation between Tech football Coach Bob Green 
and Dessing. “I’m really glad he called. He (Dessing) 
thought I was going to play football for Western so he didn’t 
call me,” said Gaasch a two-sport star at Beaverhead County 
High School. T h e  only reason he called me was he talked to 
Coach Green. I told Coach Green that I wanted to play 
basketball rather than football.”

Gaasch said he had been working out with Western’s 
basketball team but they hadn’t made any offers. When the 
Tech opportunity came he jumped at the chance to “get out 
of Dillon, but not too far away.”

Gaasch, a 6-3 post, started three years for the Beavers 
and made a living on the boards, becoming Dillon’s all-time 
rebound leader (since records have been kept, 1986). He 
scored 15 points and grabbed 8.7 rebounds a game while 
shooting 54.8% from the field during his senior season.

Gaasch was named his team’s Most Inspirational Player, 
was a second team all-conference pick, first team Central A 
all-toumey selection and second team state A all-toumey 
member.

Gaasch is the son o f Andy and Annabelle Gaasch. He will 
pursue a business degree at Tech.

Lady Orediggers 
sign Sheridan netter

Sheridan’s Gayle Walter has inked a Frontier Confer- 
ence/NAIA letter of intent to play volleyball with Montana 
Tech, according to Lady Oredigger Coach Marilyn Tobin.

Walter is a three sport star competing in basketball, 
volleyball and track for the Lady Panthers in Sheridan. The 
5-9 outside hitter has sprinter speed and good jumping 
ability.

She is the daughter of Marilyn and Tom Walter of Sher
idan.

Football action
There was plenty of football action last Saturday during the WMC alumni game.' The matchup drew a large crowd to climax a series of 

successful events, j p  p m i Photo

Hall of Fame provides emotional highs
Red Rock course opens

The Red Rock G olf Course 
will open April 29, according to 
ow,ners H olland and Carol 
Campbell. The nine hole, par 
three layout is at the southern 
end o f Clark Canyon Dam.

”A1I the greens are in,” said 
Rolland Cam pbell. T h ose  
greens are nice and pretty and 
just look like somebody should 
be playing on them.”

Fees are $5 for nine holes or 
$8 for 18. Rental dubs for right 
or left-handed golfers are avail
able.

The course is open seven days 
a week. “On Sunday we go to 
church for a couple hours so we 
just leave it open and people

can play,” said Campbell.
Campbell says a five spot RV 

trailer park will soon open ad
jacent the course, pending state 
approval.

To get to the Red Rock Golf 
Course, take the Red Rock exit 
at the south end o f Clark Can
yon Dam. Drive back towards 
the dam on the old Armstead 
Road, past W ombacher Fly 
Company. Turn left at the Red 
Rock fishing access, drive past 
the mail boxes and take the first 
left.

For more information on the 
course, call the Campbell's (276- 
3555).

The two-fold purpose o f Hall 
o f Fame (Alumni) Weekend re
played itself last weekend. Al
ums o f the college were invited 
back to participate in campus 
activities coinciding with the 
conclusion o f the various ath
letic tarns spring drills.

The weekend concluded with 
an emotional banquet Saturday 
night when Jim M iller, Pat 
Delger, Donna Fouts Waylett, 
Hal Wetxsteon, Mike Geer and 

. Jim Stott were inducted into the 
Western Montana College Ath
letic Hall o f Fame. Sadly, 
Wetxsteon could not attend af
ter suffering a heart attack ear
lier in the week.

The old Dawgs and young 
Dawgs split the four athletic 
contests pitting alums against

Dillon Cubs seal open with 
double sweep of Wranglers

The Dillon Cubs opened the 
1995 American Legion baseball 
season on their home diamond 
with a double-header sweep o f 
the Deer Lodge Wranglers in 
non-league attion. The Cubbies 
scored 9-3 and 14-1 wins.

The fireworks started early 
for Dillon only to be dampened 
by a first inning hail storm. 
Catcher Brett Maki drove an 0- 
1 pitch out o f the park for a two- 
run dinger shortly before the 
game was interrupted. Maki 
added a single to his first ca
reer American Legion home run 
to go 2 for 4 in the game.

”He kissed it," said Dillon 
Coach Gail Whitworth o f the 
blast T h a t thing just contin
ued to rise and landed on a ga
rage out there. It left the yard 
in a hurry.”

Jamie Skradski added a 2 for 
4 hitting performance as the 
Dillon club pounded eight hits 
between six different players.

The Cubs added 15 hits in 
the closer to out-hit Deer Lodge 
23-9.

T h e  thing that really im
pressed me was our pitching,” 
said the Dillon pilot, who 
worked in seven o f his nine 
pitchers. T h e  were throwing

___ i __. 11. .J  __ ___#____b iriK e s  <u>u watftciu » o i j  le w
which was gratifying since 
pitching is so important to the 
game. 1 wanted to get the pitch
ers seme game experience, es
pecially'since they were non
league games. I didn’t want to 
extend anybody too much.”

In the two games, the Dillon 
pitching staff allowed just 7 
walks while fanning 22. Lead
ing the K fest was Danny

Cubs win
Jamie Skradski hauls in a pop 

fly during last week's Deer Lodge 
game, j p pwj Photo

Podunovich with six and Ben 
Burcham and Chris Metcalf 
with four each.

Todd Maki came off the bench 
to lead a trio o f multiple hit 
players in the second game. 
Maki went 3 for 3, Kevin 
Duggan was 3 foT 5 and Mike 
Roc-ley was 2 for 2. Burcham 
hcmered.

Whitworth regularly went to 
his bench, getting playing time 
for a good portion o f his 18-mem
ber team. "We've got good depth 
this year,” he said. I t  seems 
like we would put another guy 
in and we wouldn’t lose produc
tion. We’ve got good reserves— 
you’ve got to have them.”

On Sunday, the Cubs host a 
Bozeman AA team that is com
ing off an impressive season and 
should be a good test "It could 
be the toughest team we’ll face 
all year,” said the Dillon skip
per. "We’re going in there think
ing play good solid ball and w ell 
see what happens.”

CUBS 9» WRANGLERS S
Cob* batting—Zana Gibbon«. RF, 1- 

4 ; Brett M *ld,C, 2-4 ; Bobby Rooley, 8S,
0 - 3 ; Ben Bnrcbem, P, 1-4; Jamie 
SkratUU, IB, 2-4; Clint Hilton, 3B, 1-1; 
Chrii M etcalf, P, 0 -1 ; Denny 
Podunovich, CF, 0-2; Kevin Doggan, 2B,
1- 2; Mike Rooley. IP , 0-2; Todd MeU,
IP , 0-1. -

Extra beae hit*—2B-SkradaU.HR—  
B.M aU.

Cuba pitching—Burcham 2IP, 2R, 
2H, 2ER, 48 0 , 2BB; Hilton 2D?, 280; 
Metcalf (W) 2EP, 1R, 1ER, 2H, 480, 
IBB; Gibbon*. UP, 2SO.

CUBS 14, WRANGLERS 1
Cub* batting—Gibbona, RP. 1-3; B. 

Maki, CF, 0-2; Cory Birkenbuel, CF, 1- 
2: B. Rooley. 83 .1 -4 : Burcham. SB. 1-2; 
Craig HoweQt, SB, 0-2; Jamie Skradski, 
IB, 1-4; Richard Birkenbuel, CF, 0-1; 
Clint Hilton. LF, 1-1; Todd Maid, LF, 3- 
3; Trevor Burnaby, LF, 0-2; Jimmy 
Johnson, RF, 0-1; Kevin Duggan, 2B, 3- 
6; Mike Rooley, C, 2-2; Justin Reeder, 
RF, 0-1.

Extra base hits—2B— B. Rooley, 
Duggan. SB—Podunovich,, Duggan, M. 
Rooky. HR—Burcham.

Cubs pitching—Podunovich SIP, 1H, 
650, 2B; Skradski (W), 2 IP. 1R, 1ER, 
SB, 230, IBB; B. Rooley 2IP, 1H, 2S0, 
IBB.

the varsity teams. The split 
went down the middle with var
sity women winning one and 
losing one, and likewise with 
the men.

The alumna, with just six 
players, topped the Lady Bull
dog volleyball team 15-12,4-15, 
15-11. Coach Jenny-Peterson 
took her young team to three 
tournament»—Tech, MSU and 

. Carroll—during the course of 
the spring. She felt her squad 
o f six freshmen and a sopho
more benefited from the experi
ence.

The Lady Bulldog basketball 
team evened the slate with a 
convincing 75-57 win over the 
alumna. Coach Karyn Pilskalns 
team engaged in unstructured 
scrimmages during the spring 
with ongoing try-outs mixed in. 
“We’re just playing real infor
mal,” said Pilskalns in the week 
leading up to the Hall of Fame 
Weekend. “We just sort o f get 
together two days a week and 
play some pick-up ball to work 
on skills.”

A talented, high scoring 
alumni team took a 125-110 vic-

tory over the Bulldog round 
bailers. Coach Casey Kelts 
spent the spring working a tal
ented group of red-shirt fresh
men into the varsity mix.

On the gridiron, the varsity 
held on for a 20-14 win. Brady 
Birkenbuel scored on Western's 
first play from scrimmage and 
alumni Scott Miller ended the 
game with a touchdown at the 
final gun.

The Bulldogs spent the 
spring working on their depth, 
keeping their starters out of 
Continued *n B4

Spring brings softball season
I swung a softball bat the 

other day. A couple o f nice easy 
swings and then boom, a nice 
hard cu t It felt so good. Would 
you call that air ball?

It’s time to get the softball 
league organised. Lot’s have a 
meeting o f the Dillon Softball 
A ssociation at 7:30 p.m ., 
Thursday, May 3, at the Lion’s 
Don. The meeting is open to all 
prospective players and team 
managers. The agenda will 
include setting the season 
schedule, election o f officers and 
completion of a new field.

We’re a players league in that 
player volunteers run the thing, 
ensuring that the proper 
perspective is kepi—having fun. 
We recognise the importance o f 
rules, but we don’t shove rules 
down the memberships throat. 
I like to think common sense 
prevails.

If you’re interested in getting 
on a team, come on down and 
111 try to get you hooked up. 
We have strong men’s and 
women’s leagues and well talk 
about adding a co-ed night

In regards to elections, we 
need leaders. My brother 
Jimmy, my longtime teammate 
and co-conspirator in this 
softball business, has turned in 
his resignation.

His excuse is he tore up his
i ________ • _  i t  .  n i t i  a n *  i .  . .&nee in u ie  jl/ d a  u  league 
championship game and can’t 
play. I suspect he’s just getting 
soft, but in any event, it’ll take 
a good man and maybe two to 
replace him.

Me? They’ll have to drag me 
off the softball fields. I will 
continue to ward off the forces 
o f evil (my wife doesn’t grasp 
“voluntcerism” and “love of the 
game”), and resist the 
temptation to swing for the 
fence and instead go for the base 
hit

Fm guessing play will begin 
June 5. If you can’t make the

meeting but would like 
information, give mo a call 
(home 683-5411, work 683-
2331).

By J. P. Plutt
Tribun* Sport* Editor

B lind in on e eye, can ’t  so* 
out o f  the other: Did you know
that a shooting proficiency test 
is given in those bow hunter 
safety courses? You have to be 
able to hit a target at a certain 
distance.

They ought to have that for 
rifles as well. Unfortunately, 
the state needs the money it 
gets from all those guys that 
can’t hit the side o f a mountain.

P u t’em  u p : The most
interesting event o f Alumni 
Weekend was the smoker. This 
year’s event had more Lady 
Bulldog participants than any I 
can remember. The athletes 
spread the bouts around to a 
number of different taverns, 
much to the pleasure o f the 
ringsiders.

Sad but true: We can be 
proud o f our kids at BCHS. 
When our national anthem is 
played they respectfully stand 
at attention.

I went to Helena High when 
our boys basketball team played 
the Bengals. You could barely

hoar the playing o f the anthem 
over the noise o f the student 
section—they were busy talking 
and playing around. Nobody, 
not an administrator, parent or 
student, made an effort to 
enforce a common decency we 
toko for granted in Dillon.

Capitol City?
DJ.’o Una, gold, red and

M ack s a w a b te  The Smith 
family o f Melroae will have their 
loyalties tested the next two 
years. Oldest daughter Shanna 
plays basketball for the MSU 
Bobcat« and Becky, daughter 
#2, has signed with the Lady 
Bulldogs o f WMC. The teams 
are scheduled to play in 
Boxeman the next two seasons.

Young low*: Spring sport 
coaches at BCHS have 
essentially given in to the 
student/athletos.

For years, the con flicts 
between the Junior Prom and 
track meets, and golf and tennis 
tournaments have ravaged the 
teams and not the prom. This 
year’s spring schedule for all 
three sports lists A pril 29, 
PROM.

C reating instability : In a 
disturbing announcement from 
BCHS last week, Cindy Bennett 
resigned as volleyball coach. 
She states a desire to spend 
more time with her daughter as

In my opinion, Bennett has 
done a great job with the team, 
had grown as a coach in each of 
the three seasons that I have 
covered the sport for the 
Tribune, and had the program 
going in the right direction. 
Most importantly, Bennett 
conducts herself and runs the 
program in the manner the 
community expects—with class.

The revolving door this 
coaching position has had can’t 
be good for the program. I hope 
Bennett reconsiders her 
derision and reappl/s for the


