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It was a time to put years of 
practice and learning to the test 
for both groups and individuals 
during the District Four Music 
Festival and Beaverhead 
County High School last week.

Held in conjunction with a 
festival in Butte, the event drew 
musicians and vocalists from 10 
schools around the state and 
took place April 20, 21 and 22. 
BCHS Music Director Leonard 
Ostwalt said the festival in
cluded 245 entries.

Those entries included, con
cert bands, choirs, jazz bands 
and orchestras, as well as per
formances by individuals.

Six adjudicators, all endorsed 
by the Montana High School As
sociation, kept a close eye on 
the performances and offered 
advice and additional coaching 
to each group and individual. 
In the B.W. Lodge Gymnasium, 
bands and other instrumental 
ensembles performed, while full 
choirs filled the BCHS audito
rium with music. Students per
formed individually in practice 
rooms, while choirs and indi
vidual vocalists faced the chal
lenge of sight reading in the 
nearby First Lutheran Church. 
The performances were not just 
for public epjoyment, however. 
They also were for grading by 
the adjudicators. Scores were I,

II or III, with a score of I being 
awarded oniy to the best.

Students, coaches and teach
ers gathered nervously around 
score sheets set up in a confer
ence room in the B.W. Lodge to 
watch as the latest scores were 
written next to the names of 
performers or groups. Frowns, 
smiles and whoops of joy were 
all evident as people found out 
who may have qualified to go 
on to the state music festival.

O f the BCHS students, 
Ostwalt said “our kids did re
ally well.” On Tuesday, Ostwalt 
reported that seven instrumen
tal entrees from BCHS had 
qualified to go on to the state 
competition in Missoula, May 5 
and 6. He was also proud to 
report that 34 solo and ensemble 
entrees, the most ever, had 
qualified for the state festival.

The district music festival 
gave everyone a chance to meet 
fellow musicians and get sound 
advice and critiques from the 
voices of experience. It was also 
a break from business as usual 
at and around the high school, 
as for three days, the site be
came the center of activity for 
young musicians seeking to give 
their best and prove to them
selves and others that practice 
does, indeed, pay off.

The Twin Bridges jazz band gets coaching from adjudicator Frank Warren, a retired Billings music 
teacher.

Members of the Jefferson High School band from Boulder wait their turn to play in the music festival in 
Dillon. It was held at the B. W. Lodge Gym, and drew musicians from 10 schools.
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ALL BREEDS
HORSE SALE

April 29 • 1:00 p.m. 
Beaverhead Livestock Auction

Come Buy a Horse or Stud Service 
or

Se!! a Horse or Two e? your own!

Support
Beaverhead High School Rodeo Team 

and
The Beaverhead Permittees In the litigation 

of the Beaverhead Lawsuit
For more information:

Beaverhead Livestock Auction 683-2002 
Marie Garrison - 835-2402 

Gail Kuntz - 683-2528

WHAT’S  THE M O ST 
IMPORTANT A SSE T  

OF YOUR 
FRONTLINE EM PLO Y EES??

CUSTOMER SERVICE!
The Beaverhead Chamber of Commerce I 

offers your business AFFORDABLE 
customer service training from 

professional trainers!

On Thursday, May 4, at 6:30 p.m. 
SU PERH O ST Trainer Keith B a ss  

will give a three-hour training 
workshop at the High School.

Call the Cham ber office by 
Friday if possible to sign up.

Only $10 per person.

Piease no!« data chang# 
from May 2nd to May 4th 

due to Army Band Concert
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