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County legislators feel good about session's accomplishments
B y M ark H ein z

The latest session of the Mon
tana State Legislature left both 
area lawmakers feeling good 
about most of what had been 
accomplished and the direction 
state government seems to be 
taking.

"This is the first time in my 
ten years up there that there 
was no talk of a tax increase," 
Senator Chuck Swysgood said. 
Representative Bill Tash said, 
“of course, nobody gets every
thing they want," but the re
sults of the latest session were 
still very pleasing to him.

The legislators, both Dillon 
Republicans, recently returned 
from Helena, and said many 
steps toward making govern
ment smaller and less expen
sive were made during the ses
sion, which ended five days ear
lier than anticipated. Tash said 
the early ending alone was 
enough to provide a significant 
savings of tax money, since each 
day the legislature is in session 
chalks up “about 50 grand a 
day” in expenses. Swysgood was 
quick to point out that as a re
sult of trimming by the legisla
ture, Montana’s budget should

go up only 1.8 percent this year, 
compared with a 10 percent 
hike in the Idaho budget and 
five percent for North Dakota.

He also said there were sig
nificant cuts to income and 
property taxes, as well as an 18 
percent drop in workm an’s 
comp rates, the first drop in 
those rates since 1975.

Both men had positive com
ments about Senate Bill 330, 
which Swysgood sponsored, and 
SB 331. Those bills called for 
less strict water quality con
trols, which Tash said was long 
overdue. H ie new rules leave 
“reasonable targets that people 
can achieve” when it comes to 
protection of water, he said. 
Swysgood, who took some heat 
from environmentalists for his 
bill, defended the measures as 
“environmentally sound.” He 
added that the beneficial na
ture of the new regulations will 
become clear “when the hyste
ria over the bills dies down.”

In a related matter, Tash 
said he was looking forward to 
working with an interim com
m ittee , the Environm ental 
Quality Committee. The EQC, 
he said will include 17 people

Montana Meat 
Processors 
meet in Dillon

The Montana Meat Proces
sors Association will hold its 
annual state-wide convention 
this weekend in Dillon.

The group will hold seminars 
a t Western Montana College and 
its annual banquet will be Sat
urday night at the Dillon Elks 
Lodge.

At 10 p.m. a dance and char
ity auction will be open to the 
public. The public, according to 
MMPA board director, Ted Rut- 
tenbur, is encouraged to attend 
and participate in both the free 
dance and auction.

This year’s vice president of 
the MMPA is Mike McGinley of 
Beaverhead Meats. As many as 
150 people are expected for the 
convention.
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GDAR EXECUTIVE 727
owned wMh GDAR A GINGER HILL 
Leased to H i Slate Breeders, now deceased. 
This bull possesses the rate combination of 
Milk and Muscle. He has sired Sale and Tfcst 
toppers across die country.
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TRAVELER 21
owned with GINGER HILL 
A low birth weight bull with exceptional 
yearling growth, muscle and fleeting ability. 
Over the past two yean this bull has deliv
ered every calf without assistance and calves 
that arc big enough at birth to grow! Several 
sons arc working at Huntley Ranch in Utc Big 
Hole.
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VWe have an excellent selection of Two year old performance tested bulls 
for sale at the ranch. Sired by 727, Boss, Storm, Bando, VDAR NT 802, 
GDAR Royce and 6807. These bulls were fed very little to a year of age 
and summered on dry land native range. They are semen tested, s  
guaranteed and reasonably priced. We invite you to stop by anytime, t
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from both the legislature and 
the private sector, and will fo
cus on water quality and con
trol issues. The committee plans 
about a dozen meetings between 
now and the next legislative 
session, and since Beaverhead 
County contains many of the 
headwaters of the important 
Missouri River system, many 
of those meetings will be held 
locally, he said.

Regarding health care re
form, Tash said thfe House took 
steps toward preventative medi
cine programs, while Swysgood 
said the Senate focused on in
surance reform. The elimination 
of pre-existing conditions as a 
factor in insurance, and the port
ability of workers’ policies be
tween companies were two im
portant health care issues that 
were addressed, Swysgood said.

Swysgood also said he was 
happy about the outcome of ef
forts to reform welfare. The re? 
form package, which he spon
sored, protects people such as 
pregnant women, the elderly 
and children from being left out 
in the cold, while it asks for more 
effort from able-bodied welfare

recipients, he said.
While single parents have a 

24 month time limit to find a 
job and married couples have 
only 18 months of benefits un
der the new rules, Swysgood 
said the package also provides 
supplemental benefits for those 
people once they find work. If 
they do not find work, a “safety 
net” of doing community service 
to earn benefits is still there for 
able-bodied recipients, he said.

Swysgood also said steps were 
taken toward a tougher stance 
on crime, including the lifetime 
registration of sex offenders, a 
victims’ rights program and a 
gun-free school zone policy.

For his part, Tash said an
other interim committee he will 
serve on, the Prison Ranch Ad
visory Committee, will help 
oversee the management of the 
39,000 acre prison ranch near 
Deer Lodge. The ranch, which 
runs both beef and dairy cattle, 
is run by “honor inmates,” Tash 
said, and provides constructive 
steps toward inmate reform.

Discussing another matter, 
Swysgood said one disappoint
ment was the move toward the 
privatization of the state liquor

stores, which he did not sup
port. The state stores, he ex
plained, will be turned into 
agency stores, which are still 
supplied from government ware
houses, but owned privately. 
The new policy gives the cur
rent managers of state liquor 
stores 18 months to buy the in
store inventory before the out
lets are put on the private mar
ket. “I didn’t feel comfortable 
with it," because many store 
managers may not be able to 
raise the funds required to buy 
the inventory in time, Swys
good said.

Regarding re-election, Tash 
and Swysgood, who are both up 
to run again in 1996, said they 
are thinking about it. Tash said 
he is fairly sure he will run, but 
will make no formal decision in 
the near future. Swysgood, who 
is eligible for only one more 
term, said he is uncertain be
cause of the time away from 
family and business. “I have to 
start thinking about my wife, 
who has been the bulwark of 
my ability to serve,” he said, and 
added that he will make his de
cision in a month or two.

Nawbualnoas
Matt Kane, owner of the newly opened Sweetwater Easy Lube and Repair, features both repair service 

and lubrication. The business is located on Helena Street and otters a wide range of automotive services.
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AUCTION
Saturday, April 29 • 1995 • 10:00 a.m.
Robbers Roost, 2839 Highway 287, Sheridan, Montana
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