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Last chance 
for Series

Showcaa« aerie« tickets, for three separate performances presented by the Southwest Montana Arts Council during the next few months, will be available for the last time at the perform ance of Jack  Gladstone, Thursday, Oct 5, at 7:30 p.m. at the Western Montana College auditoriumGladstone is a noted Native American singer and storyteller, who has been appearing in area schools this week.

Raptor talk 
planned 
for Dillon

Brian Mutch, a noted raptor biologist and re- introduction supervisor for the Peregrine Fund, along with hisfellow falconer, Chad Cyrus, will present a talk on the 
Peregrine falcon.They will bring some of their falcons with «them and present a slide show on some of the birds he is currently working with through the Peregrine Fund and the World Center for Birds of Prey.Hie presentation will be Thursday, Oct. 5, from 7-9 p.m. at the Patagonia Outlet, 34 North Idaho, Dillon. Those attending are asked to bring their own chair because of limited seating.

Parenting, 
student 
classes set

Aclaae for parenting, "How to Talk So Kids Will listen ,” currently meets Thursdays, from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the D illon W omen’s Resource Center.Also planned for the fall are:
H andling Anger Within the Family, Mondays; P arenting of Teens; a group for teens ages 13 and 18, and an expressive art group for kids six and over on Mondays, 3:30 to 5 p.m.Call the Center to signupfordasaesat683- 6106.The programs are 

funded by United Way of Beaverhead County 
and the Children’s TVust Fund.
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Waiting
Members of the Dillon Volunteer Fire Department wait for repair men to fix a gas break near the 

Crosswinds Restaurant last week. Excavators clipped both gas and telephone lines. John Barrows Photo

cut, cut here...With a
By Paul Stew artIn two separate construction accidents last Wednesday, relating to the City water improvement project, the following disruptions occurred:• one hundred homes had their gas cut off for periods up to 12 hours;• two residents of Dakota Street,and the patrons and staff of the Crosswinds Motel were evacuated;• phone service to the Forest Service and Barrett Memorial Hospital was disrupted.

It was not the best of days for Steve Rosencrantz, Site Supervisor for HK Construction, the company currently undertaking the city water improvements.At about 9:00 a.m. his construction crew cut through a telephone line that among others serviced the hospital. An alternative number was broadcast on KDBM, and hospital staff switched to the use of cellular phone. The Emergency Room was covered by one phone, with two others on standby and

for internal use. According to a hospital spokesman, services were not really interrupted. “The 911 calls are broadcast through radio anyway, so the situation really wasn’t that bad.”The phone company, US West restored the lines in about three hours.However at about 1:45 pm, the same day, the construction crew suffered another mishap, when their digger cut through yet another utility lind? This time‘a two-inch, metal gas pipe was severed on Atlantic Street, causing the fire department to be summoned, and the subsequent evacuations.
According to a spokesman for the Montana Power Company, there was very little danger of an explosion, as the gas was escaping into the air. He explained that explosions only occur when there is the correct mix of natural gas and air in a confined pocket. This was not the case in last Wednesday’s incident.

The power company had restored customer’s supplies, and re-lit pilot lights by 1:00 p.m. However the inconvenience prompted many, including the irate owner of the Crosswinds, to speculate how these two incidents came about.When any similar construction is planned, the contractors must find out from the utility companies where exactly their lines are located. The utilities send out operatives to mark these-avemiwith paint. Cort Freeman, of the MPC stressed that the correct markings had been made on the areas of the road concemed.This was confirmed by Rosencrantz, who was able to shed some light on what exactly happened.
Claiming responsibility, he explained that the markings has been obscured during the process of cutting the oil on the road’s surface. A solution of tar and mud had covered up the paint, and this had not been remarked by the worker involved.Work on the water system continues.

State nixes grant again
By Paul Stew artIn a decision, described by Pat Blade of the Beaverhead Development Corporation, as “difficult to accept” state officials have again turned down the county’s application for a development grant for the improvement of the Emergency Radio System.In a conversation with Blade, officials from the State Department of Commerce, who administer the federally funded Montana Community Development Block Grant Program, gave two reasons as to why the application had been denied for a third time.The first stated that in the opinion of the evaluators, the county did not establish sufficient need for the grant. Secondly, the grant application did not include letters from the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management stating that they would not pay for the improvements to the system.According to Blade, she was not aware that such letters had to be included. She pointed out that this is the third application made for the grant, and that it had been written with a view, specifically addressing the purported deficiencies of the second unsuccessful application. “The second application was extremely well written. In rewriting it this time we followed the specific suggestions of the state agency concerned. There was only enhancement here, and that was in accordance with the states wishes."Despite tailoring the appli-

cation around the suggested template, Beaverhead County came at the bottom of the Commerce Department’s list. Nineteen counties applied and the decisions were made according to a points system. Ten counties were awarded grants, with Beaverhead coming 19th on the points list.

The EMS in Beaverhead County has been described by one report as “ rapidly becoming a danger to the cjtizenry." Significant areas of the county often cannot be served by the system because of breakdowns, and inadequate repeater facilities. The basic equipment in the dispatch center is quickly becoming obsolete, with many of the components no longer being manufactured. Repairs are patchy and involve cannibalizing parts from other old machines. Larry Laknar of the DES, has described the the system as, “about 50% effective,” while Sheriff Harold Forsman, commented that the existing set-up is “very often a hit or miss situation.”To make matters worse the system, operates on '"'broadband

frequencies. The Federal Communications Commission has ruled that all land mobile radio convert to “narrowband” channels by the year 2012.In order to comply with these regulations, and to provide a truly safe and effective emergency service, a complete replacement is essential. Unfor

tunately, the kind of money required, around $600,000, is be- - 
yond the limits of the county purse
~ According to Blade, this was clearly demonstrated in the application, though she did point out that the county was competing with others who sought the grants to improve water and sewage systems, and other essential services.As to Beaverhead County receiving the lowest points score in the evaluations, one source at the courthouse, referred back to a similar application made on behalf of Centennial Foods, three years ago. The application was denied by state officials, but through the personal intervention of Sen. Chuck Swysgood, their decision was reversed.

"In rewriting it this time we fol
lowed the specific suggestions of 
the state agency concerned..."

-PATBLADE

Banned 
in Dillon?

By John BarrowsIf a Dillon businessman and parent of a Beaverhead County High School junior has his way, a sociology textbook, "Contemporary Social Problems," will be banned from the teaching curriculum at the school.Jeff Head, owner of Beaverhead Printing and Office Supply in Dillon, is circulating a petition which would remove the text on several grounds, based on excerpts from the book and from having read a portion of the book.
"It contains very explicit and direct sexuality portions which promote discussion of practices which are abhorrent," Head said in a letter to "Concerned Parents" about the book."It presents homosexuality and many of the most deviant expressions of it as a ’variation’ as opposed to a deviation from norm. The entire discussion smacks of relativism, and that what may be considered as deviant by one, is perfectly acceptable to others," he wrote.Head also objects to a number of other sections in the text, including those dealing with the teachings of Karl Marx and Marxism."My contention," Head said, "is with this book, which presents extreme anti-American cultural values in a positive

light and discusses matters which have no place in a high school class room, and which are legitimized by the fact that the high school has issued the text to our children.”Head said he and BCHS Superintendent Dennis Kimzey, along with Bob Pebbles, who taught the class for a number of years and used the book as a text, discussed the book and that Pebble had told him "that I had read things into the quotes and that I was perhaps not a representative of the majority.” Kimzey said this week that the matter has been referred to the curriculum committee of the school board, and they will discuss the matter at their next regular board meeting, Monday, Oct. 9. Because of the interest shown, Kimzey said, the meeting may be moved to the school’s auditorium if the audience exceeds the boardroom's capacity.The curriculum committee, Kimzey said, will make its recommendations to the board, for a decision by the whole board. The committee, Kimzey said, is made up of LaVeme Jackson, Evonne Paddock and Ted Taylor.
The course, Kimzey said, is a specialized one, open only to junior and seniors, and is not a 

required course to graduate.Kimzey also noted th a t 
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Monida wants 15 mph 
speed limit posted

Qy Paul StewartThe county commissioners met with Road Manager Richard Miller last Monday to discuss a request from Monida resident. Clay Rosselli, to impose a 16 mph speed lim it through Monida.
The commissioners stated that they do not have the authority to impose such a limit, buthave requested that a study be undertaken by the Montana Highway DepartmentCommissioner Haugland reported that a temporary bridge currently serving the Centennial Valley will be replaced next year. The previous permanent bridge was out because of an accident involving a cattle- truck.
Haugland also reported that patching work will commence on Laknar, Schuler and Carrigan Lanes as soon as the weather permits, and that the road between Clark Canyon dam and the Donovan ranch has already been patched.Still on the roads issue Miller, will meet with the federal au-

thorities working on the paving project in the Elkhora and Polaris regions. Hs is working to establish a suitable site for a refuse container which w ill serve the area. The final decision as to the location will depend on public input and the highway's design.
On another matter, the comm issioners m et w ith Jody Webster of Trends and Transitions, to receive an update on her organizations activities with the JOBS program pending welfare reforms.
Finally, the commissioners reported that only one bid had been received for two new vehicles for the Sheriffs Office. Unfortunately, Paul’s Motors, thè company involved were unable to most the bid’s specifications. The sheriff had requested a particular sedan with rear wheel drive, but it seems that GMC no longer makes that vehicle with rear wheel drive. Further discussions will take place with the sheriff and the commissioners.

Group takes step toward 
comprehensive plan in 
Beaverhead County

By Paul StewartThe North Dillon Planning Group met with Rick Hartx and otherplanning board members last Thursday, in the first stop towards establishing a  set of area specific plans, that will eventually constitute a comprehensive plan for the entire county.The planning group, made up of residents from the North Dillon Growth area, was established to address potential concerns relating to growth and possible commercial developments in that area.The formation of the North Dillon group for this purpose, dovetails neatly with the County’s own plans. Recently county planner Rick Kartz brought it to the attention of the commissioners that the

County’s existing comprehensive plan was outdated and inadequate.New demands on the attention of planners are simply not dealt with in the existing document, according to Hartx, particularly in the area of subdivisions. To rectify the situation the county intends to draw up a series of a te  specific area master plans that go some way towards structuring development in these areas. According to Hertz die intention is to create the plans using direct consults-
tiuu Wiui uie i c&iuciibo wit*cemed, with the county accepting the planning decisions that Uie majority makes.Given that the North Dillon residents had already become active and organized it was de- 
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