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In mid-September, 13 western states participated in a confer
ence entitled "Quality... Access... Cost" which addressed the fi
nancial future of public higher education in the west. Political, 
business, and educational leaders are demanding that public 
higher education implement major changes in the coming decade, 
and the conference was designed to focus attention on the finan
cial consequences of these changes on state, private and student 
resources.

Governor Marc Racicot opened the QAC conference. He, along 
with Jeffrey Baker, Commissioner of Higher Education and George 
Dennison, President of the University of Montana, put the confer
ence together.

In the next decade, universities in the western states may see 
the greatest demand for higher education since the baby boomers 
came of college age. At the same time, states are facing resource 
constraints with very little prospect of help from federal govern
ment.

An impressive speaker for the Higher Education Perspective of 
the seminar was Joseph W. Cox, Chancellor of the Oregon State 
System of Higher Education. Considered to have on of the tough
est jobs in higher education, Cox accepted the challenge of helping 
Oregon survive their current funding crisis, likened to "a tidal 
wave". Oregon state support dropped from 31% to a 19-20% of the 
state’s dollar for higher education, and K-12 was switched from 
the tax base to the state general fund.

Cox's attack toward problem solving was seeking help from a 
host of private sector CEO's, who composed three basic tasks: 
change (increase) revenues, reduce expenditures and refocus ef
forts. Oregon cut 100 programs and the faculty that went with 
them, and reinvested the savings captured from these cuts into 30 
new programs. Administrative cuts garnered another $23 million 
in savings.

Increasing revenue was troubling Cox said. Tuition has in
creased by 66% since 1990, and the state also successfully wooed 
out of state students, whose higher tuition brings in extra rev
enue.

A repeated viewpoint brought out in the conference was that 
higher education systems to be considered a business, with the 
graduating student a t the final product

Legislators from Oregon, Utah and Arizona advised the forum 
that higher education has image problems, and advocates must 
work to show that their product is relevant and useful. Montana 
speaker of the house John Mercer said that, "You need to explain 
your product to the legislators" and to," let people know what it is 
that's valuable about higher education."

Automation was a recurring future vision with an expansion of 
distance-learning to transcend state borders.

Efficiency was addressed, seeking better preparation of high 
school students, consideration of a three year bachelor's program, 
and a guaranteed four year degree contract. Faculty work loads 
may increase, with incentive factors in place. Student body presi
dents stated that a return on their investment is expected. More 
advanced credit courses should be offered at the high school level. 
There could be less toleration for students who don't behave, don't 
study, and still consider themselves privileged to an education.

Representing Western Montana College of UM, in addition to 
Chancellor Stems, were David Beier, Dean of Faculty; Glen Leavitt, 
Director of Financial Affairs; and Executive Members Agnes Helle 
and Patricia Blade. They will be provided with first day presenta
tions and round table reports published, and a one hour video tape 
of.the conference is being produced and distributed.
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ELM survey shows general satisfaction
Things are getting better for 

the Bureau of land Manage
ment, according to a recent sur
vey conducted by the agency. 
The survey, according to BLM 
officials, shows that most users 
of the agency feel it is doing a 
better-than-satisfactory job in 
providing customer service. The 
survey was conducted with a 
random sample of more than 
7,000 BLM day-to-day custom
ers, including recreationists and 
ranchers.

The acting director of the 
BLM, Mike Dombeck, said he 
was pleased with the results of 
the survey, but said it was clear 
customers also felt the agency 
needs to improve in certain ar
eas.

According to the survey, 97 
percent of those vising BLM in
formation access centers said

Forest plan
The Forest Service has 

started work on an environmen
tal statement that could change 
how streams and creeks are 
cared for, and how uses along 
creeks are managed in the Bea
verhead and Deerlodge National 
Forests.

The formal action was the 
publication last week of a notice 
of intent in the Federal Regis
ter. By August 1997, the EIS 
will lead to the selection of one 
of m any different options 
amending the Beaverhead and 
Deerlodge forest plans and how 
they manage riparian areas.

The statement is the result of 
the agreement that settled the 
National Wildlife Federation 
lawsuit against the Beaverhead 
National Forest's grazing plan, 
that eventually included graz
ing permittees as part of the suit.

The court-endorsed agree
ment between the wildlife group, 
the Forest Service and the Bea
verhead Forest grazing permit
tees, calls for a draft EIS to be

they received their information 
within 30 minutes of their re
quest and 77 percent said they 
received a response to their tele
phone or written request within 
five business days.

The survey also found that 
77 percent of the BLM's custom
ers were satisfied with the de
sign and upkeep of the agency's 
facilities and developed sites, 
including campgrounds and 
trails.

Three out of four said they 
were satisfied with the BLM's 
explanation of the terms and 
conditions of a permit or autho
rization, such as a grazing per
mit, mining claim or recreation 
permit and 55 percent said the 
BLM was ensuring fair treat
ment and consistent policies for 
all applications, grantees and 
permittees.

EIS begun
ready for public comment by 
November 1996, with a final 
statement due by August 1997.

To begin the process the For
est Service has issued a proposal 
that provides a place to begin 
its analysis for the public to re
view. Until November 15 the 
agency will accept public com
ments on the issues the EIS 
should examine.

In its notice, the Forest Ser
vices says monitoring of the Bea
verhead and Deerlodge forest 
plans has shown that streams 
are generally wider and shal
lower than they should be, with 
less stream bank vegetation 
than would normally occur.

As a result, many streams 
don't support wildlife, fish or 
watershed resources like they 
said, the Forest Service said.

Additional information on the 
statement can be received by 
writing or calling the Beaver
head National Forest in Dillon, 
683-3900.
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Treat fo r bots October l  
an d December 1 with

ZIMECTERIN
Kills all important larval stages o f bots 
NO organophosphates
Controls 29 species and stages of worms and bots 
No documented resistance in horses to date 
For horses of all ages, even broodmares and foals 
Use every 2 months for optimum parasite control
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BEFORE YOU BUY, SHOP CO-OP SUPPLY

Co-Op Supply of Dillon
700 N. Montana • 683-2308* 1-800-750-2308 

M  Open 6 a.m. -10 p.m. 7 days a week
Visa « Mastercard » Discover - Cenex Convenience Card I

BEAVERHEAD LIVESTO CK  
AUCTION

7225 Hwy. 91 S., Dillon, M T 
Yard Phone: (406) 683-2002

Sale Results: 9/28/1995
Utility and commercial co w s...............................31-35
Cutters.................................................................... 28-32
Canners.................................................................. 24-30
Bulls......................................................................  37-44
Heiferettes..............................................................41-48
Feeder Steers........................................................62-65
Feeder Heifers.......................................................56-63
Steer Calves.......... ................................................60-65
Heifer Calves......................................................... 52-61
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S p e c i a l  F e e d e r  S a l e  S*. 

R e g u l a r  S a l e ,  O c t .  1 9

Half of those surveyed said that about 57 percent were sat- 
they felt the BLM balances local isfied that the agency balances 
and national priorities when in- environmental needs with ap- 
terpreting laws and policies and plicants' needs.

HANKOOK LIGHT 
TRUCK SPECIAL

235/85R16 Z -3 6 ......»9900
235/75R15 Z -3 6 ......»8900

AMERICAN PROSPECTOR A/T
LT235/75R15/6 P L Y ...........R W L.....*9.95
30X950R15/6 P L Y ......... R W L......... *4.95
31X1050R15Æ P L Y ....... R W L......... *9.95
32X1150R15Æ PLY*..... R W L....... »113.95
33X1250R15/6 P LY*..... R W L....... »126.95
LT225/75R16/8 PLY*..... R W L....... »103.95
LT245/75R16/10 PLY*.... R W L...»113.95
LT265/75R16Æ P L Y ...... R W L....... »109.95
LT235/85R16/10 PLY*.... R W L..»115.95
31X1050R16.5/8 PLY* ... R W L...»111.95
33X1250R16.S/8 PLY* ... R W L..»131.95
* Sport King A/T / Sport Trac

Don't 
Forget 

Mom's Car
I AMERICAN SILVER
P155/80R13 WW................ *49.95
P165/80R13 WW................ »51.95
P175/80R13 WW................ *53.95
P185/80R13 WW................ *55.95
P185/75R14 WW................ *57.95
P195/75R14 WW................ *58.95
P205/75R14 WW................ *61.95
P215/75R14 WW................ *63.95
P205/75R15 WW................ *64.95
P215/75R15 WW................ *67.95
P225/75R15 WW................ *72.95
P235/75R15

IL TTIR E  CHAINS
starting at

$5995
rmw
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