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A public forum for the exchange of ideas and viewpoints

EX P R ESSIN G  YO UR SELF...
"  - The Viewpoint Page is just for you.

Let others know how you feel and what you think.
Just mail us a letter on any topic of general interest. There 

is no special length requirement, but shorter letters generally 
have a better chance of prompt publication. Letters are 
subject to editing for libel and good taste.

IN  | Mail them to Dillon Tribune, Box 911, Dillon, MT 59725.

Praises Dillon Jaycees
To the Editor,
Our Dillon Jaycees stood by their word and 

have paid Shane Eberline $1,596.00 out o f their 
own fluids, for his first place win in calf roping at 
Dillon’s Labor Day Rodeo.

The PRCA has been accepting local entries for 
years, and there has never been a question o f age. 
The Jaycees and ourselves were unaware that 
there was an 18 year old age limit.

Shane’s entry clearly stated thathe was 17 and 
1 signed for insurance purposes, as I always do, 
and thought nothing o f it. Neither did the local 
entry people, because they had been doing it for 
years,with nothingbeing said by the PRCA, which

just took the money and put it in the pot. The 
entries and fees were turned over to the rodeo 
secretary prior to the rodeo and she should have 
checked them over and caught this mistake and 
disallowed the entries, before any stock was drawn. 
This is her job  as a paid employee o f the PRCA.

This Labor Day Rodeo was the biggest and best 
ever. Please keep supporting our Jaycees... they’re 
a great bunch and do a great job.

Thanks for everything.
Jennie Lee Eberline 

Shane Eberline 
Dillon

Telling the 
story...

Jack Gladstone, a Native 
American singer and story 
teller, kept the students at 
Dillon Middle School both 
entertained and informed 
Tuesday.

Gladstone was one o f 
several speakers and dem
onstrators that have met with 
the seventh grade class dur
ing their Native American 
unit last week and this week, 
to help students become 
acquain ted with Native  
American culture and is
sues.
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By John Barrows, Dillon Tribune Publisher

Where did the road crew go...
To the Editor,
To be sung to the tune o f Beverly Hill Billies.
Come and listen to my story 'bout the county 

road crew.
A group not seen since 1992.
Our streets are crumbling and our roads are 

holes and mounds.
Yet the crew and their boss are nowhere to be 

found.
Lost, they are... long gone... vanished.
Now the Dillon people said, 'What we gonna 

do?
Maybe we should call Search 'n Rescue.
Only problem there is they can't get out o f 

town.
Cuz of roadblocks, potholes and bridges fall

ing down.
Obstructions that is... no way out... we're stuck.
Well, winter's coming fast and they haven't 

done a thing.
The fixin' o f our streets will have to wait 'till

spring.
Another year o f promises and empty guaran

tees.
From the mayor, commissioners and their 

goofy committees
Snowjobs... distortions... half-truths.
Shock absorber, tire and alignment folks are 

glad.
Dr. McCollum's out o f  fillings and chiroprac

tors aren't doing bad.
Apparently there is absolutely nothing we can 

do.
Until we can somehow find the missing road 

crew.
Where are they... where is our so called road 

manager... why hasn't
Selway Bridge been repaired... why is there 

mud on our pavement
instead o f pavement... who is in charge?

Dick Sharon
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Banned in Dillon?
That cou ld  be the result o f  next w eek's B eaverhead County School Board m eeting, i f  J e ff  

H ead has his way.

H ead, a local businessm an and parent, w ants to ban a sociology text, "C urrent Social 
Problem s," from  the school's curriculum .

The school w ants to retain it, at least as a resource book  for the ju n ior and sen ior level 
class.

A nd they should.

The book, by V incent Parrillo, a professor in  N ew  Jersey, is a standard sociology text.

As such, it deals w ith a w ide variety o f  social problem s that face A m erica  and the world. 
This is  not cu t and dried  stuff. This is not sanitized. If students are to have an  understand
in g  o f  their society and how  it works, they will have to at least look a t a w ide range o f  topics. 
Som e o f  them  aren 't very pleasant. Crim e. Poverty. Sexual m ores. Abuse. Jails. Econom ic 
conditions.

And they have to look  at them , not through one set o f  eyes, but through m any. A nd some 
o f  the view points that are discussed, and held  by one segm ent o f  society or  another, may 
well not be the sam e as is held  by the student, or the parent.

H ead is circu lating a petition to take the book out o f  the schoolroom . The school board 
will listen  to his request next M onday at its regular m eeting, O ctober 9, starting a t 7 p.m. 
at the high school.

He is urging those w ho think like he does to appear before the board and ask that the 
book be banned.

There should be others there, too. O thers w ho have fear o f  book  banning, and those w ho 
understand that for a class on social problem s to be effective, social problem s m ust be 
discussed, and view ed from  the m any different ways that they are in reality.

This is one instance w here parental involvem ent in education is com ing very close to 
parental interference. The social problem s class is a study in sociology. It is not the 
continuance o f  the ideas that one sm all segm ent o f  society m ight hold. It is a  variety  o f  
ideas, and conditions, taught in  an elective class to upper class m em bers. It is not the place 
to dictate w hat the problem s are through bias or refusal to recognize them . The problem s 
are defined by society itself.

W hile we m ight understand som e o f  J e ffH e a d ’s concern, his attem pt to force his ideas on 
a class that essentially  calls for a free exchange o f  ideas to be effective, is ill advised. The 
school board should stick to its guns, and we hope they w ill, and w ithstand a pressure play 
to rem ove the book.

Those w ho fear this type o f  tactic w ould be w ell advised to  give up  the T V  for  a  few  houro 
and attend M onday's school board m eeting. A  lot m ore is at stake than is  apparent in the 
few  passages H ead has m arked out in the book. O ur students w ill not be w ell served by  
censorship at this level.

History of th@ oroo 

as it was written... 

in the back pages 

of the Diiion 

Tribune-Examiner

65 Years Ago This Week
For the Week of O ct 3,1930

Csnstructisn ts begin en power
line to Bannack District

One of the greatest and most important fac
tors for the furtherance of the mining industry of 
Beaverhead County wasannounced this week in 
the contract let to the Montana Power Company 
for the construction of an electric power line 
from Dillon to Bannack.

Word that the project was a reality was re
ceived with much interest and gratification here 
as it has long been realized that an abundance of 
cheap power, which would be possible through 
the installation of an electric iine, wiii uitimaieiy 
result in more extensive development of mining 
in the Bannack District than ever before in the 
history of the industry here.

Mining men as well as those engaged in busi
ness here are jubilant over the matter and there is 
every indication that a revival of development in 
mines opera ted by the I.B. Mining Company that 
will be served by theline will begin assoon as the 
construction has been completed.

Within 60 days electric power will be avail
able, according officers of the I. B. Mining Com
pany at Bannack, who let the contract and will 
own and operate the line and the huge mill 
which has been entirely renovated and put into 
shape for immediate opeiation.

under the direction of George Metlen and every
thing points to a successful culmination of the 
project within a short time.

All equipment has been ordered and will be 
delivered here in about two weeks, Three camps 
will be established, one at Dillon, another at Ten 
Mile House and a third at Bannack and the work 
will be rushed to completion.

The connection will be made at the substation 
on Kentucky a venue and the line will run directly 
west/past the "M” on the foothills, thence to the 
Blue Wing District and the New Departure mine, 
and from there direction to the mill o f the I. B. 
MiningCompany at Bannack. Work will be started 
as soon as the preliminary survey has been com-
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The ■ the line is already under way

Aside from fumishingcheap power for exten
sive development of mining in the county, which 
will, in a short time be of inestimable benefit, the 
power line will create new business revenues for 
Dillon, open new fields for progress and assist 
materially in putting this community on the map 
as an industrial center of the state.

Appropriate party marks 
anniversary

Among the delightful occasions in Dillon dur
ing the week marking the fiftieth anniversary of 
the town was the party held last Saturday evening 
at Eliel Bros., marking the semi-centennial of 
their establishment in Dillon.

A large number o f friendscalled at this time to 
extend their congratulations and to wish the 
pioneer concern many more years o f success in 
its community and to extend their best wishes to 
Messrs. Leonard and Frank Eliel, two o f the 
original members o f the firm.

A large and delirious birthday cake wascutby 
Miss Carolyn White and fresh apple cider was 
served by Mrs. Louise Taylor and Mrs. George 
Mudd.

The occasion was marked by a review of old 
times by the gathering, someofwhomhad known 
the members o f the firm since the town was 
founded, and with it, the store.

Ranchman Injured as bus
crashes Into car

Struck broadside by a Union Pacific bus on the 
highway several miles north of town last Friday 
morning shortly after 8 o'clock, a car driven by 
Robert Bidstrup, prominent ranchman of the 
northern end of the valley wasalmost completely 
wrecked and Mr. Bidstrup was quite seriously 
injured by the crash and flying glass. His two 
daughters suffered minor bruises.

Mr. Bidstrup had started back to his ranch and 
had turned off the highway, then backed on a 
gain into the road, not noticing the approaching 
bus, the driver of which was unable to stop in 
time. The larger car was only slightly damaged.


