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Former Dillon lawyer recalls B-29 days
By M arc W ilson 
B igfork  E agle

S pecia l to  the D illon  T ribune
Richard Burns was once in the pilot’s seat o f a bomb-laden 

B-29 cruising 32,000 feet over Japan at the height o f World 
War II. Today Burns is mostly confined to a wheelchair, but 
his memories are strong and he says he’s “damned proud” o f 
what he and his fellow flyers did to help win the war.

Burns, a former Dillon attorney, Was honored last week 
by the Bigfork Masonic Lodge for 50 years membership in 
the fraternity. Before receiving his 50-year pin he remi
nisced with lodge members about the war and running track 
against such stars as Jesse Owens.

Burns was just finishing his bachelor’s degree at North
ern Montana College when the Japanese struck Pearl Har
bor on Dec. 7,1941, triggering the United States’ entry into 
World War II.
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Within a month he was a member o f the Army Air Force — 
destined to be one o f the B-29 bomber pilots whose heroics in 
1944 and 1945 helped bring the war to an end.

“We killed more than 1 million people,” Bums, now of 
Bigfork, said in an interview Sunday. “But we saved many 
more lives.”

The bombings have been much in the news because o f the 
recent 50th anniversary o f the bombing o f Hiroshima on 
Aug. 6,1945, followed by the Japanese surrender nine days 
later.

Bums was assigned to the 497th bomber squadron o f the 
20th Air Force. He went in as a second lieutenant and came 
out as a lieutenant colonel.

Before being assigned overseas, the Army Air Corps sent 
him to Purdue to earn a masters in aeronautical engineering 
and then to Yale where he earned a Ph.D. in the same 
subject. “They needed experts in a hurry and I made applica
tion and took advantage o f the opportunity,” he said.

At Yale, Bums said he ran track with Jesse Owens, star o f 
the 1936 Olympics. Burns said he ran a 9.3-second 100-yard 
dash and defeated Owens several times.

After earning his graduate degrees, Burns was assigned to 
the B-29 base at Pratt, Kansas, and then was transferred to 
Saipan, a South Pacific Island some 1,400 miles from the 
Japanese mainland.

In one o f the first bomber missions over Japan, Bums’ B- 
29, the Coral Queen, was shot down by a Japanese fighter. 
The crew o f 11 bailed out. Burns said two members were

never found, he said, tears welling in his eyes.
Bums was the last to be rescued, bobbing for eight days in 

the Pacific in a two-man life raft. He was finally rescued by 
an American submarine, The ride home was worse than the 
raft ride because he is claustrophobic.

When B-29s were shot down, Bums said, they were re
placed. The Coral Queen’s pinup girl was painted on a new 
bomber and the crew kept returning to battle. Crews were 
supposed to be rotated after 30 flights, but the bombing was 
so crucial and the crews so much in demand that the rotation 
number kept getting raised, said the book “497” , the official 
history o f Bums’ bomber squadron.

After the war, Bums returned to Montana, joined the 
Masons in his hometown o f Chinook and earned his law 
degree from the University o f Montana. He married his wife, 
Miriam, in Kalispell in 1947. The couple had two sons, Den
nis and Gregory.He practiced law in Dillon for a number o f 
years with John Collins, and later, Bob Dwyer.

Bums retired from his law practice in 1970 and moved to 
WiX>d0 Bay. He has been active in the Bigfork M asonic Lodge 
for 25 years, although two strokes in the last tw o yean  have 
left him mostly confined to a wheelchair.

Bums said he’s upset by some o f the calls for the United 
States to apologize to Japan for the World W ar II bombing, 
especially the dropping o f the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.

“To hell with that,” Burns said. “We saved millions o f 
American lives and Japanese lives. They started the war. We 
finished it.”

Medicare, Medicaid cuts are poised to happen
(AP)-W ith Republicans in 

firm command, the Senate Fi
nance Committee seems poised 
to bless a massive deficit reduc
tion bill that prunes nearly a 
half-trillion dollars from Medi
care and M edicaid, the 
government’s health care pro
grams for the elderly and poor.

“I know this is going to pass 
because this is a partisan, po
litical thing,” Sen. Carol Mosley- 
Braun, D-Ill., said Wednesday 
night.
. Her comment came shortly 
before the GOP-controlled panel,
on an 11-9 vote, brushed aside ar

Democratic effort to scale back 
the ' Republican-proposed 
changes in Medicare and cancel 
a proposed tax cut

The Dem ocrats’ defeat 
marked the first time the politi
cally sensitive Medicare mea
sure has come to a test vote in a 
committee in either the House 
or Senate. It showed that even 
Republicans who are skeptical 
about the tax cuts are willing to 
close ranks behind the seven- 
year budget-balancing bill.

“I’ve never been for these tax 
cuts, but that has nothing to do 
with trying to recover some

costs,” Sen. John Chafee, R-R.I., 
said. Senate Majority Leader 
Bob Dole raised a warning flag 
about one provision in the bill. 
He noted a Congressional Bud
get Office estimate that proposed 
medical savings accounts that 
could subatitute for Medicare 
would cost the government $2.3 
billion over seven years.

"The New York Times says 
medical savings accounts are a 
ripoff.... They’re only for healthy 
people. Should we spend $2.9 
billion? I don’t think so, going to 
check it out. Maybe they’re 
wrong,” he told a conference

sponsored by Business Week 
magazine.

President Clinton attacked 
the measure that he’s expected
to veto.

“Their proposal to double the 
prem ium s, double the 
deductibles, stop giving Medi
care to anybody under 67 yeari 
old, to raise three times as m odi 
as it takes to bail out the trust 
fund has nothing to do with sav
ing Medicare,” he said at a din
ner o f the Hispanic Congres
sional Caucus. T t is wrong, it is 
not necessary and we should not 
do it ”
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Three tables o f bridge were 

played Monday, September 11. 
Buzz Tash won high, Terry 
Cypher won second, Mary Mar
tin won third, and Bobbi Jean 
Scott won low.

Five tables o f pinochle were 
played Monday. Lily Nygren 
and Ruth Sorenson won high; 
Iris Colton and Lyda Nelson 
won second; and M elba 
Sorenson and Judy Frese won 
low.

Four tables of pinochle were 
played W ednesday. M elba 
Sorenson and Margaret Ifejin 
won high; Rudy Broksle and 
Lily Nygren won second; and 
Elma Wright and Lyda Nelson 
won low.

Four tables o f pinochle were 
played Saturday. Ruth 
Sorenson and Barbara Katwon

high; Margaret Kojin and A1 
Roie won second; and Mary 
Murray and Metty Christensen 
won low.

We will hold our pot luck din
ner on September 20 at 1:00 
p.m. at the Senior Citizen's Cen
ter. All seniors are welcome. 
Please bring a potluck dish.

Three tables o f bridge were 
played Monday, September 18. 
Chuck Stauffer won first, Billie 
Ann McGovern won second, and 
Mary Martin won third.

Four tables o f pinochle were 
played M onday. M elba 
Sorenson and Judy Frese won 
high; Mamie Jensen and Mary 
Murray won second; and Bud 
Ferris and Barbara Kat won

low.
Four tables o f pinochle were 

played Wednesday. Lily Nygren 
and Margaret Molleur won high; 
Barbara Kat and Elma Wright 
won second; and Fay Doty and 
Mary Murray won low.

Four tables o f pinochle were 
played Saturday. Mamie Jenaen 
and Margaret ffejin won high; 
Metty Christensen and Barbara 
Kat won second; and Mary 
Murray and Don Sorenson won 
low.

Two tables o f bridge were 
played Monday, September 25. 
Terry Cypher won first, Mary 
M artin won second, Janet 
Christensen won third, and

Chuck Stauffer won low.

Five tables o f pinochle were 
played Monday. A1 Roie and 
Judy Frese won high; Lyda 
Nelson and Rudy Broksle won 
second; and Margaret Kersey 
and Lily Nygren won low.

Five tables of pinochle were 
played Wednesday. Margaret 
K^jin and Ruth Sorenson won 
high; Dm Sorenson and Metty 
Christensen won second; and A1 
Roie and Barbara Kat won low.

Four tables o f pinochle were 
played Saturday. Tom Clemow 
and A1 Roie won high; Barbara 
Kat and Margaret Ifejin won 
second; and Lyda Nalaon and 
Margaret Kersey won low.
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