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BASEBALL

Get World Serious
Baseball purists are agoniz

ing over the new playoff format 
and with good reason. The 
strange tie-breakers and home 
field advantage set-ups obvi
ously need revising, but can 
anything that sets up a Seattle 
Mariners-Denver Rockies world 
series be that bad?

SPIRIT

Would you care to 
dance?

Did you ever walk all the way 
across the gym a t a high school 
dance and ask someone to dance 
only to be turned down?

The Beaverhead County 
High School homecoming bon 
fire has become a fun tradition. 
One of the highlights every year 
is football coach Terry Thomas 
leading his players through a 
unique dance (see photo page 
A-2).

This year, when it came girl’s 
basketball coach Kevin 
Engellant’s turn to address the 
student crowd, the football play
ers challenged him to do some 
dancing. Engellant turned to 
his team: “I said I’d do some 
dancing if they would lead me, 
but they didn’t  want to do that.”

The girls opted to throw 
candy to the crowd instead. 
“Natalie wanted to dance but 
the rest of us didn’t,” said Sh
annon Jones, a senior player on 
the team. “Why didn’t I want to 
dance? Because I can’t dance.”

Engellant may spend some 
time dancing in front of a mir
ror between now and next year’s 
homecoming. “I know coach 
Thomas has been practicing 
those moves for lots of years, I 
just didn’t want to make him 
look bad. He’s been doing that 
as a yearly thing so I didn’t  want 
to show him up the first time, 
so I declined the invitation to 
do any type of dancing. Maybe 
next year."

RODEO

Cattle market hurts 
WMC rodeo

Depressed cattle prices, while 
having a dism al effect on 
Montana’s economy, are giving 
the Western Montana College 
rodeo team a double whammy. 
The poor economic clim ate 
makes it harder for the team to 
raise the necessary funds to 
compete and the low cattle 
prices are taking a large chunk 
out of the rodeo budget because 
the group raises a large portion 
of it’s funding from ranchers 
through a calf-a-year program.

T h e  difference in a calf this 
year from last year is quite a 
bit,” said Olie Else, WMC rodeo 
advisor. T h e  kids are fully 
aware that we are going to have 
to cut down how we haul people 
and the kids with more points 
are probably going to get travel 
money.”

HEALTH

Piccolo's fight 
continues

October not only marks Na
tional Breast Cancer month, but 
also the 25th anniversary of 
Brian Piccolo’s death and the 
Brian Piccolo Cancer Research 
Fund. In an USA Today ar
ticle, it  was reported that the 
Piccalo Fund has turned it’s at
tention to breast cancer re 
search after raising millions of 
dollars to help scientists develop 
a 95% cure rate for embryonal 
cell carcinoma, the cancer that 
attacked the Chicago Bears run
ning back. On September 27, 
the NFL, the Bears, Champion 
Products and Chicago depart
ment store Pirie Scott launched 
a promotion to raise money for 
research. Said Piccolo’s widow 
in the USA Today article: “When 
he had to have his breast re
moved it turned him inside out; 
he was really depressed.”
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WMC Doggies bag Saints, 37-33
By J .P . P lu t t .

Sixth-ranked Western Mon
tana College traveled to Helena 
on Saturday to battle third- 
ranked Carroll College in a 
Frontier Conference football tilt. 
Though it was just Western’s 
first conference game of the sea
son, the 37-33 win put the Bull
dogs firmly in the drivers seat 
for the league’s automatic berth 
to the NAIA Division I national 
championship series.

The contest lived up to the 
dram a of the recent games 
played a t Helena’s Vigilante 
Stadium since Western’s rise to 
national prominence. Two years 
ago, Carroll defeated Western 
marking the Bulldog’s last con
ference loss. In that game, quar
terback Jason Truman looked 
spectacular in relief of Brad 
Ridgeway and has been the 
starter ever since. Last year, 
the Saints threw everything but 
the kitchen sink at Western and 
nearly pulled an upset from 
Coach Bob Petrino’s bag of 
tricks.

The biggest surprise on Sat
urday was Saint quarterback 
Jason Grovom. R.J. Olsen had 
started the week before in lead
ing Carroll to a win over Rocky 
as Grovom sat out with a groin 
injury. The Saints option run
ning attack piled up 321 yards 
against Rocky, led by tailback 
J.J. Lamb’s 262 yards. Olsen 
gained just one yard in 11 car
ries.

So Western came into the 
game intent on stopping Lamb, 
the national leader in rushing 
yardage at 186 yards per game, 
only to be crossed up by the 
elusive Grovom who scooted to 
192 yards and two touchdowns.

Accolades
For the fifth time in his 

three-year career at Western 
, Montana College, quarterback 
Jason  Trum an has been 
named NAIA Division I Na
tional Player of the Week for 
his perform ance aga in st 
Carroll College on Saturday. 
Truman hit on 12 of 37 passes 
for 346 yards and two touch
downs as the sixth-ranked 
Bulldogs beat the th ird - 
ranked Saints, 37-33.

The win caused a shuffle in 
this weeks Division 1 ratings 
as Western moved up to the 
third spot and Carroll dropped 
to eighth.

Truman and safety Rich 
Ferris were accorded Frontier 
Conference Player of the Week 
honors. Truman, a junior 
from Eureka, earned the of
fensive player award and 
Ferris, a junior from Dillon, 
the defensive honor. Ferris 
had 13 total tackles, forced 
two fumbles and returned a 
fumble 96-yards for a two- 
point conversion.

When he seemed cornered and 
wrapped up, the ball would float 
end over end to Lamb on the 
outside for extra yardage as the 
triple option accounted for 351 
rushing yards on Western’s de
fense. Grovom’s running kept 
Carroll in the game, but his he
roics took it’s toll. By games 
end Western’s defense adjusted 
to the keeper and pounded the 
Helena sophomore, creating 
costly turnovers.

Western defensive coordina

tor Nels Kludt had the defen
sive end and free safety assigned 
to the quarterback on the op
tion, with the end also helping 
on the dive. When the end 
crashed on the dive, the quar
terback took advantage and ran 
free inside. Kludt adjusted and 
had his linebackers flow to the 
quarterback.

“It seemed like we were there 
to make the play but he cut it 
up inside of us, so we really 
worked on playing it inside out,” 
said linebacker Jim  Bob 
Humphrey. “Basically, it was 
the trick plays after that that 
nailed us.”

While the defense scrambled 
to contain Grovom, Western’s 
offense was creating problems 
for Carroll’s defense. When 
Truman wasn’t  piling up NAIA 
National Player of the Week 
numbers through the air, Paul 
Snow was plowing for yardage 
on the ground. Truman com
pleted 21 of 37 attempts for 346 
yards and Snow carried for 100 
yards and three touchdowns.

With 2:56 left in the first half, 
Petrino walked behind his team 
bench and began leading the 
Carroll homecoming crowd in a 
cheer to help his defense stop a 
Western conversion attempt on 
a third down and three yards to 
go. Snow busted over for the 
first down and later capped the 
drive with a four-yard TD run, 
while Western’s crowd began to 
assert itself. In the second half, 
the battle of the cheering sec
tion was clearly won by the fans 
in red and white.

Both team’s made big plays 
throughout the game both on

Continued on page A-10

Busting loose
Paul Snow, a 225-pound sophomore from Anaconda bulled for 100 

yards and three touchdowns versus Carroll College on Saturday.
J.P. Pkitt photo

Holding on
Shawn Graham, a Western Montana College rodeo captain, cant quite hold on to his bull in the short 

round on Sunday. The men's team had similar bad luck in the rodeo, j .p . Plutt photo

Western women rope second
Cold weather marked the 

W estern M ontana College 
homecoming rodeo over the 
weekend but it didn't prevent 
334 entries from seven women’s 
and eight men’s Big Sky Region 
rodeo teams from competing 
against stock and clock.

There were no surprises in 
the team standings as the de
fending CNFR champion Mon
tana State men’s team totaled 
358.3 points in the bareback and 
bull riding to outdistance run
ner-up Northwest College of 
Powell Wyoming by over 218 
points.

Freshm an s ta r  Rachael 
Myllymaki led the instantly re
vitalized in ’95 University of 
Montana women’s team to yet 
another rodeo team title. The 
Lady Griz totaled 415 points. 
The Western Montana College 
women’s team placed second 
with 170 points.

Senior captain Tanya Hussey 
of Salmon, Ida., sparked WMC 
to the runner-up finish. Hussey, 
the defending Big Sky Region 
goat tying champion scored 30 
points in her specialty and 70 
in breakaway roping to take sec
ond behind Myllymaki (265 
points) in the all-around cow
girl scoring.

Hussey might be learning a 
thing or two from teammate 
Nacona Pauley in breakaway 
roping. Pauley took the CNFR 
title in the event last year while 
competing for Miles Community 
College. Pauley missed on her 
first go attempt, but the Hussey 
has become a consistent scorer 
in the event, placing third in 
the average at the WMC rodeo.

Suzann King, a team captain 
from Battle Mountain, Nev., 
won the short go in goat tying 
with a time of 8.7 seconds and 
the mark moved her from sev

enth to second in the average.
The WMC men’s team con

tinues to run into bad luck. 
Only team veteran Eddy Getten, 
a former Montana High School 
Rodeo All-Around champion, 
managed to score for the Bull
dogs. Getten qualified for the 
short go in the seventh spot with 
a 5.4 and then took second in 
the short go with a 4.4 second 
time on Sunday. Getten fin
ished fourth in the average as 
he scored all 40 of the men’s 
points. Western placed sixth in 
the final team standings.

Doug Leeds, third a t last 
year’s CNFR in bareback, got 
hung up, drug and stepped on 
oy his first go round horse and 
didn't make it make to the short 
go. Leeds came into the rodeo 
oanged up and didn’t need the 
rough treatment.
Continued on page A-11

Western students 
appeal to regents to 
save wrestling team

By J .P . P lu tt
Western Montana College 

students took their case to the 
state Board of Regents last week 
in hopes of saving the schools 
wrestling team. Representa
tives of the Associated Students 
of Western Montana College 
argued that WMC Chancellor 
Sheila Stearns did not include 
student participation in her de
cision to drop the sport, a viola
tion, they say, of Montana Uni
versity System policy.

The students jumped on the 
band wagon of Bulldog wres
tling supporters with a local, 
state and national base as evi
denced by letters to the editor 
in the weekly Dillon Tribune. 
But Steam s’ vote outweighs 
those of the wrestling support
ers. “I think people feel, includ
ing our students signing a peti
tion, if they’re heard a t least 
that leaves the door open a 
crack,” Chancellor Steams said 
of the situation on Monday. 
“And I have to respect that and 
you saw my response.”

Steams, in an AP story that

followed the student-regent 
meeting, said it was unlikely 
that she would change her mind 
about dropping the sport which 
she axed because of funding and 
gender equity considerations.

Student representatives car
ried a petition with 731 signa
tures of the schools 1,175 stu
dents to the Regents and a well 
thought argument for preserv
ing the sport on the Dillon cam
pus. T hey brought maybe five 
or six pieces of evidence. They 
were well prepared,” said Chan
cellor Steams on Monday. TTiey 
didn't overplay their hand and 
as a result the regents listened 
I thought, very carefully."

AS WMC Senior Senator Kris 
Johnson says he presented a 
copy of a resolution from the 
s tuden t governm ent th a t  
strongly opposed the 
adm inistration’s decision to 
eliminate wrestling, a page from 
the M ontana U niversity 
System’s Policy and Procedures 
manual that states each cam-

Continued on page A-11

Things don’t add up
Western Montana College Chancellor Sheila Steams says the 

numbers just don't add up. either in dollars or participation slots, to 
keep the wrestling program j °  Pw


