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Dillon hosts 
Big Sky 
handbell 
festival

Sounds of bell music 
will be the rule in Dillon 
this week as the 15th 
annual Big Sky 
Handbell Festival gets 
underway Friday and 
Sa'-rudnv, April 26 and 
27.

The even t features 20 
handbell choirs from 
across Montana and the 
Northwest and is hosted 
by the Dillon Handbell 
Ringers. Dillon's two 
handbell choirs, "Joyful 
Noise" and the "Beaver
head Bells" will be tak
ing part in the festival 
as well.

A free public concert 
will be held at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, at the B. W. 
Lodge gymnasium. 
Group performances, 
with all 200 ringers, as 
well as solos by some of 
the attending choirs will 
be featured.

Stewardship 
meeting set 
in Divide

The spring meeting 
of the East Pioneer Ex
perimental Stewardship 
program will be held at 
7 p.m. at the Divide 
Grange Hall.

The group will hear 
proposalsfortheLincoln 
Park and Twin Adams 
allotments and discuss 
holding a public work
shop on the role oT the 
Forcet Service and Bu-. 
reau of Land Manage
ment in managing pub
lic rangelands.

Dillon, Lima 
hold
hearings

TheDillon city study 
commission will hold a 
public hearing Wednes
day, April 24, at 7 p.m. 
in the council chambers 
of dty hall to review, 
examine and discuss a 
proposed charter for the 
Cityof Dillon.

The town of Lima 
plans a second public 
nearing at the Lima 
School multipurpose 
room on May 7, at 7 
p.m., to discuss the pos
sibility of submitting a 
Community Develop
ment Block Grant appli
cation for the purpose of 
constructing a munici
pal building andfi re hall.
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Subdivision future hangs 
on regulation changes

vi.xrT'r

By Paul Stewart
The nature of future subdivi

sions in Beaverhead County 
could be significantly affected 
by the acceptance of a series of 
additions and revisions to the 
Beaverhead subdivision regula
tions.

Compiled by the Planning 
Board they were presented last 
Monday to the county commis
sioners. The changes bring the 
county into compliance with 
newly passed state legislation, 
and contain regulatory elements 
which cover fees, design and 
improvement standards, weed 
control, fire protection, and com
mercial and industrial develop
m ent

There is a proposed doubling 
of the fee schedule to cover the 
cost of reviewing plans, adver
tising , holding public hearings, 
and other costs. While the land 
examining survey fee would re
main the same, the cost of plat
ting reviews for minor subdivi
sions will increase to $400 plus 
$50 per lo t For m^jor subdivi
sions the new fee will be $900 
plus $20 per lot Final plat re
views and on-site inspections 
will set the subdivider back 
$200.

On design andimprovement 
standards, the board has opted 
for the addition of three new 
paragraphs which cover “Natu
ral Environment.” The previous 
regulations stated only that sub
divisions, “shall contain satis
factory' building sites which are

properly related to topography, 
and shall preserve natural ter
rain, natural drainage, existing 
topsoil, trees, cultural and his
toric resources and natural veg
etation to the extent possible.” 

The revised directions spe
cifically prescribe three new di
mensional restrictions: 200 feet 
setbacks for buildings and sani-

...the changes bring the county 
into compliance with newly- 
passed state legislation...

tation structures on the Big 
Hole, Beaverhead, and Red 
Rock Rivers; lots shall have a 
minimum 300 foot frontage 
width on these rivers; all other 
surface water features(springs, 
creeks, ponds, lakes and 
streams etc) shall have a mini
mum of a 50 foot building set
back and a 100 foot minimum 
drainfield setback.

Another change involves 
weed control. The rules now 
state that the developer of a 
subdivision, must install cov
enants to address noxious 
weeds. They go on to say that it 
may be required to submit a 
weed management agreement 
for approval if they are deter
mined to be a problem on the 
tract proposed to be divided.

Two additional paragraphs in

the Uniform Fire Code, as 
adopted by the state of Mon
tana will be used as guidelines 
for commercial lots.

The second new clause in
structs that special standards 
for subdivisions in areas of high 
fire hazard will be determined 
as per the guidelines issued in 
the DNRC Fire Risk Ratings for 
Existing and Planned Develop
ments. The clause goes on to 
say that fire protection guide
lines for Wildland Residential 
Interface Development, will be 
used to reduce the hazards de
fined by the DNRC ratings.

According to Planner Rick 
Hartz, there are many indica
tions that the County will have 
to deal with an increasing num
ber of subdivisions devoted to 

Continued on page A-14

Dillon residents 
face $1.85 mil 
sewage upgrade

By Paul S tew art
Dillon residents are facing a 

bill of about $1.85 million that 
will cover the cost of an up
grade and expansion to the 
City's sewage treatment plant, 
Mayor Jim Wilson explained to 
a public hearing last Wednes
day.

The upgrade calls for estab
lishing a user surcharge of be
tween $9.75 and $15 per month.

According to Wilson an Ad
ministrative Compliance Order, 
issued by the state, instructs 
the city to make certain im
provements to the sewer sys
tem so it complies with state 
regulations on effluent limits.

In 1972, the Clean Water Act 
required that lagoon facilities 
must conduct secondary treat
ment before any discharge is 
made into waterways. The stan
dard effluent limit allowed un
der the act set limits of 100 mil
ligrams per liter for total sus
pended solids and 30 m g\L for 
biochemical oxygen demand.

The compliance order dur
ing the monitoring period be
tween 1992 and 1995 samples 
show the Dillon facility has ex
ceeded those limits. According 
to a water quality spokesman, 
algae, nutriment, bacterial and 
public health problems can of
ten arise when the levels are 
exceeded.

The current system treats 
waste water through the use of 
two aarated ponds and a polish
ing pond. All the ponds have 
experienced problems that in
clude inadequate aeration, in
sufficient storage and algae 
growth. The system was up
dated ten years ago to the cost 
of about $1 million.

One of the main problems, 
Wilson explained, was the pol
ishing pond depended on sun
light to complete the treatment 
process, and short days, and ice 
over the surface meant un
trea ted  w aste occasionally 
passed through the system, 
causing the effluent limits to be 
exceeded.

The proposed system calls for 
the construction of two new aer
ated ponds on the west side of 
the existing facility, and the in
stallation of a blower system 
that would add more oxygen to 
the treatment process.

The amount of the user sur
charge will largely depend on 
the type of loan the City ob
tains to fund the increase. It is 
attempting to get a loan from 
the state atfour percent annual 
interest If successful the sur
charge imposed will be $9.75 
per sewer hook up. If the City is 
forced to look for private financ
ing , then the 14 percent inter
est will mean a $15 surcharge 
for residents.

An estimate for the project 
submitted three years ago put 
the price a t about $763,000. 
Wilson explained the current 
estimate has risen because of a 
number of factors. Inflation, a 
new regulation that the ponds 
be lined, groundwater problems, 
and a  larger amount of sludge 
in the polishing pond than pre
viously thought, have all con
tributed.

Wilson acknowledge the user 
charge would cause difficulty to 
those on fixed incomes, ana 
stated the city council might 
adopt a reduced fee structure 
for those who live on or below 
the poverty line.

Continued on page A-14

Kostelecky honored

the Fire Protection rules, refer 
developers specifically to codes 
and guidelines which must be 
followed. The first states tha t 
an adequate water supply and 
distribution system to fight fires 
on site must be installed when 
required by the governing body. 
“Section 10.401,402, and 403 of

CLARENCE KOSTELECKY
By Paul Stewart

Western M ontana College 
Professor Clarence Kostelecky, 
has been nam ed A ssistan t 
Coach of the Year by the Mon
tana Forensics Educators As
sociation.

Kostelecky was presented 
with the award at the annual 
spring meeting of the associa
tion in Helena. He is honored 
for his coaching work in Speech 
in the A, B and C high school 
divisions.

At WMC Kostelecky is the 
Director of the Learning Cen
ter, and is also an Assistant 
Professor of English. He has

been coaching speech and de
bate a t the high school for only 
two years, a  fact which caused 
him a good deal of surprise when 
he received the award. “I didn’t  
know that I had even been nomi
nated, “he said, with a chuckle, 
“ especially since the Head 
Coach, Lyla Dumke, didn’t  tell 
me."

High school speech and de
bate participants must prepare 
their arguments around topics 
set on a national framework. 
They are judged on the organi
zation of their case, their logic 
and reasoning capabilities, and 
to a slightly lesser extent on 
their delivery.

Kostelecky’s job is to develop 
these skills, and also to help 
them prepare the opposite side 
of any given argument in the 
team debate rounds.

While these national topics 
focus on matters of policy, e.g. 
“should the government be in 
the business of health insur
ance,” the Lincoln Douglas De
bates, center on moral issues 
and the exploration of values. 
Here Kostelecky might assist 
competitors by pointing them 
in the direction of appropriate 
source material.

He is convinced that the ana- 
Contlnued on page A-14

Fraud alert issued
By Paul Stewart

S heriff Harold Forsm an 
wants to alert all county resi
dents, and especially senior citi
zens, to a  “fraudulent and de
ceptive,” telemarketing cam
paign being conducted by an 
organization entitled the Ameri
can Deputy Sheriff’s Associa
tion. (ADSA)

The Montana Sheriffs and 
Peace Officers Association has 
become aware of this through 
complaints lodged by local resi
dents in Cascade and other 
Montana Counties this winter. 
In Cascade County an elderly

woman received a phone cal 
from the ADSA and was told 
that her husband had agreed to 
send a donation. In fact the 
woman’s husband had passed 
away several years ago and 
could not have agreed to make 
a donation.

The ASDA is a Texas-based 
organization, with no ties to or 
relationship with, the Montana 
Sheriff’s and Peace Officers As
sociation, or with any other law- 
enforcement group in Montana.

According to Forsman the 
MSPO “do no divert n-r
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