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G O D FREY SAUNDERS

To speak at
Western
Saturday

Godfrey Saunders, principal-elect of Bozeman Senior High School, has been selected as the keynote speaker for W estern M ontana  College’s baccalaureate ceremony scheduled Saturday, May 4, at 8:30 a.m. in the main auditorium .Saunders, a 1976 graduate of Western, participated in men’s basketball and majored in science education. Later, he returned to Western to complete his graduate degree in guidance and counseling in 1983.For the past 19 years, Saunders has been a classroom  teacher, school counselor, and 
administrator.Most recently, he was elected  principal at Bozeman Senior High.In addition to Saunders' address, the baccalaureate service will include remarks from staff, faculty, students and clergy, along with special m usic, prayer, gifts, and a Native American presenta
tion.Admission isfree and open to the entire community.

Blood
drawing will 
be May 11

The United Blood Services blood mobile will be in Dillon Saturday, may 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.The drawing will take 
place at the Health Fair 
in the BCHS gymna
sium.For information, call Connie Skeslien, 683- 2141.
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Sign of the times
Workers prepared for some high-altitude work in installing the new 

sign on Dillon's State Bank and Trust Company last week.

Girl honored
Gail Nelson holds her award from Governor Marc Racicot for 

saving the life of her father last year. Paul Stewart Photo

Receives award
Game Warden Martin Vook of Vook receives his meadal for saving 

the life of a Wise River man. Paul S! e Phot o

Responsibility for dead horse at issue

Trial ponders question 
of negligence in accident

By Paul Stewart
On July 21, 1995, Tresa  

Dorvall was killed when the car 
she was a passenger in hit a 
dead horse on Highway 91. On 
Monday of this week a jury was 
selected to decide if that death 
came as a result of the negli
gence of 28-year-old Stacy  
Schipman.

The opening statements of 
Deputy County Attorney Cal 
Erb, described how the defen
dant had a beer at the Metlen 
Hotel, before going on to a birth
day party in Glen. On the way 
home, Erb alleged Schipman hit 
a horse that had emerged from 
the side of the road. “He hit the 
horse so hard that it virtually 
destroyed his pick up,” he said.

Erb then described  how  
Schipman did not stop, but pro
ceeded a further three tenths of 
a mile to the Skyline Trailer 
Court where he lived. Erb asked 
the jury to consider why 
Schipman did not stop, and why

he did not contact the police 
until a full 12 hours later. He 
asserted that the defendant 
made a choice not to risk a 
charge of DUI in reporting the 
incident, and that in so doing 
caused Dorval’s death through negligence.

Previously, Erb had told the 
jury of the journey of Dorvall 
and her friend Jamie Keller, 18, 
as they drove home from visit
ing friends in Virginia City.

They were heading south to 
Dillon, on Hwy 91, and were approaching the site where 
Schipman collided with the 
horse. Another driver, Andy 
Weekly, while heading north 
on the road earlier had spotted 
the horse running alongside the 
road. Failing in his attempts to 
get it back into its field, he re
turned to the Town Pump and 
reported the m atter to the 
Sheriffs office. Heading north 
one again he discovered the 
horse lying in the center of the

southbound lane.
Erb described how Weekly 

stopped a short distance past 
the horse on the northbound 
lane, and switched on his haz
ard lights. He was joined by a 
man in another vehicle who 
pulled up behind him. It was at 
this point that Dorval’s pick up, 
being driven by Heller, came 
upon the scene.

Although H eller slowed  
down, she did not stop and the 
vehicle hit the horse. Dorvall 
was ejected from the vehicle and 
sustained head injuries. She 
died shortly afterwards.

Defense Attorney Leonard 
Haxby’s version of events was 
factually similar to Erb’s but 
came to a dramatically differ
ent conclusion.

He argued that his client left 
the party between 12:40 and 
12:45 a.m.

He described a relatively un- 
Contlnued on page A-16

Western teacher cited 
with rape of student

By Paul Stewart
A Western Montana College 

professor has been charged with 
the rape of a 20 year old stu
dent.

According to a police spokesperson, anthropology professor, 
Sylvester “Bus* Lahren, 50, of 
Dillon and Dell, was arrested 
last Sunday in Livingston, af
ter an incident which took place 
in the early hours of Saturday morning.

Police reports allege that 
Lahren met the woman in a Dil
lon Bar and after a number of 
drinks offered to give her a ride 
home.

While in the vehicle Lahren

informed the woman that he 
was too intoxicated to drive, and 
stopped at the Sacajawea Mo
tel, where he suggested that 
they could "crash” until the following morning. It is alleged that Lahren forced him self on 
her after she lay down on the 
bed to sleep.

Lahren apparently left Dil
lon later on Saturday morning 
to visit relatives in Livingston. 
Apparently he became aware 
that he was being sought by the 
police and telephoned the Dil
lon dispatcher. On being asked 
his location by the dispatcher, 
he declined to give an address 
but left a telephone number.

The address was subsequently 
traced, leading to his arrest by 
the Livingston police.

Lahren, who is also the owner 
of the Red Rock Inn was re
turned to Dillon on_Monday evening, where he is being held 
in lieu of $50,000 bond. By Tues
day, search warrants had been 
obtained for the motel room 
where the incident allegedly 
occurred.

Tom Yarhaes, Director of 
College R elations at WMC, 
stated, "Lahren has been sus
pended with pay pending the 
outcome of the charges against him."

Governor presents area 
man, girl with medals

by Paul Stewart
Gail Nelson and Martin Vook 

were among those honored by 
Governor Mark Racicot as he 
presented the 1995 Montana 
Medal of valor awards. At a cer
emony last Friday in the state 
capitol rotunda, seven Montan
ans were chosen to receive this 
prodigious award and and ad
ditional seven citizens were pre
sented with the Governor’s Spe
cial Recognition Awards.

The Valor awards sponsored 
by the Montana Newspaper As
sociation, are presented annu
ally to citizens of Montana who, 
at risk of death or injury, en
deavored to save others from a 
life threatening situation be
tween January 1 1995 and De
cember 31, 1995.

During a fall hunting trip, 
the vehicle carrying 13 year old 
Gail Nelson and her father Ri
chard, rolled off the road and 
plummeted to the bottom of a 
steep incline. Both Richard and 
Gail were thrown from the ve
hicle and were knocked uncon
scious. Gail sustained a frac
tured wrist and tom ligaments 
in her right arm, facial lacera
tions and severe bruises but her 
father fared much worse.

He had fractured his pelvis 
and was unable to walk.

It was mid-afternoon and the 
temperatures were already be
ginning to drop dangerously. 
They were miles from the near
est farmhouse. Gail gathered a 
bundle of sagebrush and started 
a fire for her father and then

started the long walk through 
rough country in search of help. 
Racicot told those in attendance 
that she walked for about four 
hours before she was able to 
find assistance. Law enforce
ment personnel advised that at 
the time of the accident there 
was snow on the ground and 
temperatures were near freez
ing.“Given the time of year, the 
weather conditions, and the in
juries she sustained, “said Raci
cot, “including a possible con
cussion and the distance she 
required to walk, Gail risked 
her life to go in search of assis
tance for her father."On June 6, 1995, Warden 
Martin Vook, of Butte, inter- 
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Two Ruby Valley teachers honored
Two Ruby V alley school 

teachers have been honored by 
the Ruby Valley Conservation 
District for their commitments 
to conservation and their ability 
to teach students about nature 
and conservation.

Jim Powell, science teacher 
at Twin Bridges High School, 
and Jim Lane, fourth grade teacher in the Sheridan Elemen
tary School, were each recog
nized April 20 during the 
district’s annual banquet.

As president of the Jefferson 
Valley Sportsmen Association, 
Powell helped get funding for 
g ravity  sp rin k ler system  on 
H ells  C anyon C reek w a te r  
rights, freeingup water to m ain
tain the in-stream  flow needed 
to support the only spawning 
area rainbow trout in th a t sec

tion of the Jefferson River.
He also helped to obtain a 

conservation easementon 7,000
acres in the Whitehall area to 
provide access for hunting and 

Continued on page A-16

WMC commencement set
Governor-Marc Racicot will 

deliver the commencement ad
dress at the 99th Commencem ent E xercises at W estern  
Montana College of The Uni
versity of Montana, Saturday, 
May 4.

Racicot’s address is titled  
“Commencement and Families: 
A New Beginning”. Two hun
dred and thirty-five degrees will 
be awarded during the ceremo
nies.

Graduation activities begin 
Saturday morning a t 3:30 with baccalaureate in the WMC Main

Hall. Western Alum Godfrey 
Saunders, principle elect at 
Bozeman Senior High School, is 
the keynote speaker. The 
graduation brunch is 10:00 a.m. 
in the Lewis & Clark room. WMC 
music professor David Warner 
is the featured speaker.

Graduation rehearsal is at 
11:30 a.m. The graduates will 
assemble a t 1:15 p.m. outside 
the S traugh Gym nasium  with 
commencement set for 2 p.m, A 
reception for g rad u a te s  and 
guests is set for 3:30 p.m. in the 
Lewis & Clark room.


