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Getting a jump on spring home improvement and garden
ing with the Dili on Tribune's Home and Garden Guide...

Whether doing it yourself, or hiring a 
contractor, planning ahead makes 
good sense for home improvements

Before the birds begin to sing the trees, homeown
ers already have their spring home-improvement 
projects planned.Whether it's replacing windows, re-shingling the 
roof or installing new flooring, they're ready to take 
action as soon as the weather gets warm.

Whether people are doing the work themselves or 
hiring professionals, proper planning is an important 
part of any home-improvement projectWhen hiring a contractor, people need to know exactly what they want done, so they can meet with professionals, explain the work and get realistic estimates.

Do-it-yourselfers need to plan ahead to ensure they 
have set aside enough time for the project, have the 
right equipment and materials, and understand the work that needs to be done.

Having the proper equipment means not only having 
the tools specifically designed for the task at hand, but 
also having tools that are in good condition.

It is a good idea for do-it-yourselfers to check that tools are in working order before beginning a project. 
All handles should be fixed firmly in the tool's working 
end, and jaw teeth, cutters and blades should be sharp. 
Any tools that are damaged should be thrown away.

If, when planning a project, do-it-yourselfers find that they don't have a tool they need, they can buy, rent 
or borrow i tRenting or borrowing allows them to see if they like a particular model or brand, making the decision easier 
than they finally decide to buy the tool.

If people want to buy the tool, many home-improve
ment professionals recommend going to a knowledgeable local dealer.

While prices may not be as inexpensive as those in a 
catalog, do-it-yourselfers will be able to get a feel for 
the tool before buying it.

After getting the proper equipment, people should 
follow the manufacture's instructions when using each tool.

Tools should be kept clean, dry and away from exces
sive heat. Before using a tool near electricity, people 
should shut off the current

They should also use steady pressure on jaws or 
cutters, instead) of rocking the tool.If they are dotâg continuous work, it is  a  good idea to 
wear gloves or se comfort grips to help avoid getting blisters or calluses.

With the proper planning and right tools and materials, people are well on their way to a successful project 
and a more beautiful home.

Vinyl becomes popular window choice
Vinyl windows' 
durability make 
them popular for 
remodeling projects

American homeowners have 
made the installation of new 
windows the number on remod
eling project in the country.

Recent studies have shown that more than 26 million prime 
and replacement windows were 
installed in remodeled American homes last year.

The term “prime” refers to 
windows used in such projects as room extensions or additions; replacement windows literally 
replace older wood or metal win
dow units in existing openings.

This increased popularity among homeowners is also re
flected in the fact that vinyl has surpassed aluminum in the re
placement window market.

Why is vinyl the window of 
choice for millions of American 
homeowners? Surveys show 
that thermal efficiency and easy 
maintenance are two of the most significant reasons why people 
buy vinyl windows.

Homeowners in the market for replacement windows have 
several window frame materi
als from which to choose. The most popular are wood, aluminum and vinyl. While each type 
of frame material has its advan
tages, consumers are finding 
that quality vinyl windows have 
the most benefits and the few
est drawbacks, which explains their growing popularity.

Although wood is an excel

lent insulator, without constant 
upkeep it can absorb moisture, 
leading to warping, twisting or 
sagging. Once this occurs, air is 
allowed to infiltrate through the resulting gaps, lessening the 
window’s therm al efficiency. 
And wood requires expensive and time-consuming painting 
every few years.

Standard aluminum windows will not warp, rot or shrink. But 
their relatively thin walls can contribute to poor thermal effi
ciency. They feel cold to the touch in winter and may also 
allow condensation to form, leading to corrosion and pitting.

Because vinyl won’t  shrink or 
warp, air infiltration and the

resulting lost energy are signifi
cantly reduced.

And because vinyl resists condensation, homeowners don’t 
have to worry about water damage or the pitting, peeling, rot
ting or corrosion that destroys 
the beauty and efficiency of wood 
or aluminum windows.

The best news for homeown
ers concerned about their leisure time and maintenance expenses 
is the minimal upkeep required.Vinyl windows have the color 
molded clear through so there’s 
never a need for painting, and a 
simple soap and water cleaning is all that’s required.In addition, many quality vi
nyl windows offer a special fea

ture which allows both upper 
and lower sash to be tilted in, so 
both sides of the glass can be 
cleaned from inside.

Homeowners serious about replacing their existing windows 
should know the importance of purchasing a well-known win
dow brand and why it pays to 
deal with a professional remod
eling contractor who knows his crafts.

A window’s design, the preci
sion of its fit to an  existing window opening, the tightness of its 
joints and the type of glass cho
sen all can have additional effects on a window’s  thermal effi
ciency and, e v e n tu a lly , a homeowner’s energy bills.

Kitchen & Bath alterations 
Sewer drain cleaning 
Plumbing repair 
Boilers & Hot Water Heaters 
Forced Air Furnaces,

24 Hour Emergency Service
A & O Sheet Metal
108 N. M ontana 683-5801
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AmeriGas Customers Enjoy
Convenience &

in both our Service Department and our 
Product

24 Hour Emergency Service Budget Payment Plan 
Automatic Fuel Delivery G.A.S. Check Safety
Continious Quality 
Maintenance 
Free Membership in 
the Value Plus Club

Inspection 
W.A.R.M. Home 

Service Program 
Appliances- Sales, Delivery, 

Installation & Service

560 N. Montana 
Dillon, MT. 683-2931


