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Photos and Story by Paul Stewart
The BW Lodge gym was packed last Saturday as 

Dillonites flocked to hear the music of a thousand bells, at 
the Fifteenth Annual handbell Festival Concert.

Directed by Texan Arnold Sherman, over 215 bell 
ringers from all parts of Montane and Idaho gathered in 
Dillon for two days of rehearsal, culminating in a stun
ningly beautiful performance of their art.

And art it most definitely is.
Two hundred and fifteen pairs of hands, each contribut

ing a small part of a magnificent and intricate whole, 
joined together, and in unison, gifted the audience a 
selection of music that can only be described as sublime.

Using a variety of techniques, the massed choir, created 
a rich, pure and complex sound, that stirred the emotions 
and sparkled like the highly polished metal of the 
handbells that they used.

Bells can be swung, the sound being produced by the 
hammer striking the side. Or they can be Lapped, after 
the fashion of the xylophone, or the outside of the bell can 
be struck against a table, while the hammer is held 
stationary. Each technique will vary the tone and quality 
of the sound, with different notes being produced by 
varying the size of the bell itself.

Each ring of each bell is a single note that joins with 
others in sequence to produce the tune. It is not difficult 
therefore to perceive the daunting nature of the task 
facing the director who must envision and then coordinate 
the sequence of each choirs participation.

The final effect however was amazing. The bells pro
duce a sound that is hard to capture with words, but 
which calls up thoughts of warmth and benevolence.

Hairs rose on the backs of many necks as the music 
washed over the audience, enhanced by the accompanying 
vision of over two hundred humans joined, working to
gether, to weave a brilliant and inspiring musical tapes
try.

Over 200 bell ringers from several states met in Dillon last weekend to join in making beautiful music with 
hand bells. At lower right, Megan Dewey of Missoula, rings out a tune. The choirs played both separately and 
in a joint concert in Dillon.

County Health Department ponders future funding

At work
Verna MacPherson and Sue Hansen answer the phone at the 

Beaverhed County Health Office in Dillon.

By Paul Stewart
On June 4, the Citizen's of 

Beaverhead County will be 
asked to approve the authoriza
tion o f an emergency levy to pro
vide funding for five programs. 
The extra 4.01 mills will raise 
the sum o f  $73, 337. This 
amount will disbursed among 
the various programs which in
clude Senior Citizens, the Mu
seum, the County Nurse, the 
Fair, and Weed Management.

Each week until the election, 
the Tribune will be profiling 
each program, taking a look at 
what they cost, who runs them, 
and the services they provide for 
the community.

This week we talked to County 
Health Nurse Sue Hansen.

The County Health depart
ment currently runs on a bud
get of $90,000. Ifthe mill levy is 
passed the county will again 
contribute just over $15,000 of 
that amount. According to 
Hansen, if the voters turn down 
the levy, then there is a chance 
the program could lose a sig
nificantly larger sum from its 
overall budget.

She explained that a large 
portion of her budget comes in 
the form of two State match
funding grants. The grants from

Maternal Child Health (MCH0 
services, and the Montana Ini
tiative for the Abatement of 
Mortality in Infants (MIAMI), 
provide between 50 and 60 per
cent of the departments overall 
funding. If the County’s match
ing monies are not forthcom
ing, then said Hansen, this im
portant source could be jeopar
dized.

She pointed out that Barrett 
Hospital may be able to secure 
the funding independently of 
the county, but she feels that 
public and county input is an 
important element. “Collabora
tion between the County and 
the Hospital is important,” she 
said, arguing that the chang
ing face of health care in Mon
tana requires a greater degree 
of public participation and 
knowledge.

At the moment, the commis
sioners visit with Hansen on a 
regular basis, receive informa
tional updates, and are invited 
to participate in the program. 
“It’s an important link,” said 
Hansen, “ and I’d hate to see it 
severed.”

With just, three members of 
staff including Hansen, Public 
Health Assistant Verna 
Macpherson, and Nurse Mary

Lovett, the County Health De
partment provides a number of 
services for the community.

They have been active in the 
field of tobacco use prevention, 
and says Hansen, have enjoyed 
considerable success with the 
Tobacco Free Montana project. 
Collaboration with anti-smok
ing activist Nancy Davis Walker 
has gone hand in hand with the 
formation of the Beaverhead 
County High School Health 
Council.

Under the auspices of the 
MIAMI program the depart
ment arranges home visits by 
registered nurses, nutritionists 
and social workers, to high-risk 
pregnant women.

Basic school nursing sendees 
are also provided for rural 
schools, encompassing health 
screenings nna health education 
that takes in school district 10

As well as this the depart
ment also handles immuniza
tions, with childhood vaccina
tions provided free of charge 
with some of the costs covered 
by donations. Hansen explained 
that over 700 flu shots were ad
ministered in the area, with the 
$10 fee considerably less expen
sive than vi.-iting a private phy
sician.

In addition to these sendees.

the department offers family 
planning advice, and conducts 
screenings of, and provides in
formation to, about 1000 people 
at the yearly Health Fair.

Hansen explained the em
phasis wdthin the department 
is very much on prevention, and 
as managed care moves into 
Montana, this emphasis will be 
increasingly important. She 
feels that her department can 
and will serve as a model for 
health care systems, and 
pointed out that organizations 
from other areas have enquired 
a> to how the Beaverhead col- 
lalxiration btween hospital and 
county works.
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