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Awareness, education lead noxious weed program
Awareness and education of noxious weeds are the two biggest 

challenges facing the Ruby Watershed Council, according to the 
Madison County Weed Coordinator Cave Schulz.

The county, landowners and public land management agencies 
all share the responsiblity for noxious weed control, Schulz said.

Although funds are limited, there is a need for increasing 
enforcement of the Montana Noxious Weed Act, Schulz said. The 
law makes it illegal for anyone to permit any noxious weed to grow 
or go to seed on his land.

State Weed Trust Fund has made some money available, 
Schulz said, to help private landowners’ efforts to control weeds, 
and that state and federal land management agencies are recog
nizing the need to work cooperatively and more agressively, to 
fight weed infestations on public land.

The Watershed Council is considering a number of ways to 
combat noxious weeds, including encourage car wash facilities or 
events at strategic locations and times to catch hunters and 
fishermen entering or leaving weed-infested areas; explore the

economics of having local retailers sell certified weed-free seed 
and hay; sponsor more public educational works and encourage 
local people to consider being trained as certified custom sprayers.

The council will meet 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, in the Sheridan 
City hall. Mike Barron, resource conservations with the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, will brief members on the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency’s 319 Grant Program., as well as 
efforts to apply for a Resource Development Grant to purch ase and 
install additional water measuring devices along the Ruby River.

Ruby Task Force completes access plan
By D oris F ischer

The Ruby River Access Task Force has completed developing a 
recommended plan for expanding public fishing access to the 
lower Ruby River.

The plan was, with five alternatives, was presented by the 
group’s landowner committee.

George Swan, Task Force co-chairman, said the group had 
disregarded the legality of the Madison County bridge access 
ordinance,, which is currently being challenged by river front 
property owner James Kennedy.

An attorney general’s opinion on that ordinance will not be

Hospital presents play
The Ruby Valley Hospital Auxiliary will present its 11th an

nual dinner theater, “Murder on the Rerun,” May 11 and 12.
The play, by Fred Carmichael, is a comedy-mystery that takes 

place in an elite ski chalet owned by a rich film producer.
Famous movie starts, a director, a society columnist and two 

beings from “up there” get together to keep the audience enter
tained.

The cast includes Mary Ann Birdsill, Dave Marsh, Paula 
McKenzie, Ed Jacobson, Linda Fritz, Micki Pearson, Linda Day 
and director Kassie Marsh.

A prime rib dinner precedes the show, as well as pre-show 
entertainment. On Friday, a dessert plate, before the show, will 
be served by the Sheridan FHA. Admission to the show on 
Friday, May 10, is $3 for adults and $1.50 for children 12 and 
under. Tickets for the dinner shows on Saturday and Sunday, 
May 11 and 12, cost #12 each.

Tickets are available from auxiliary members, Ruby Valley 
national Bank in Twin Bridges and Sheridan, the hospital and 
Pick and Pan Pharmacy. Tickets for the Friday performance will 
be sold at the door. All performances will be in the Sheridan High 
School gym.

For more information, call Betty Swan, 842-5929.

Gravelly analysis underway
The first meeting of the new citizens advisory group for the 

Gravelly Landscape Analysis, brought together members from 
southwestern Montana to take part in a public lands management 
planning process that is designed to help government land man
agers plan further ahead in a coordinated way.

The meeting, held last week in Sheridan, is part of a process 
agreed to with the Memorandum of Understanding that Madison 
County signed with Beaverhead County, the Forest Service and 
the Bureau of Land management, as well as other government 
agencies.

The memorandum, Madison County Commissioner John 
Allhands said, is a commitment to cooperate on issues of mutual 
of concern and gives “the locals more input into things than they’ve 
ever had before."

“We’re trying to make decisions based on better information 
from the public, Janet Dochnahl, Forest Service planner Janet 
Dochnahl said.

The public gave input on what public involvement the analysis 
process should try to achieve.

The next meeting of the Task Force will be from 4 to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday, May 8, at a location in Sheridan to be announced 
later.

For information, call Roger Staley, Madison County Planner, 
843-5250; or Rick Hartz, Beaverhead County Planner, 683-4868.

Teachers offer scholarship
The Sheridan Federation of Teachers is offering a scholarship 

for a Sheridan High School graduate or senior who plans on 
becoming a teacher.

Applications are available from the high school guidance office 
or by calling Kerry Koenig, 842-5401. The application deadline is 
May 10.

Library has Head Start apps
The Twin Bridges Public Library has applications for the had 

Start program for the 1996-1997 school year.
New books at the library include: “Malice” by Danielle Steele, 

“Grand Jury,” by Philip Friedman; “Claudia’s Shadow,” by Char
lotte Yale Allen; "Timepiece,” by Richard Paul Evans; “The Proph
etess,” by Barbara Wood, and “Emotional Intelligence: Why It Can 
Matter More Than IQ,” by Daniel Coleman.*

New audiobook8 include “Hardcase,"by Bill Prozini; “Death by 
Jury,” by John Lutz; “The Devil's Bounty,” by Larry Aay Martin 
and "American Indian Myths and Legends.”

Library hours are 2:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

The library also has the ability to order materials that patrons 
may need from large lending libraries.
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coming for several months, Swan said, explaining why the land- 
owner committee did not consider that law in their proposals.

The ordinance, according to Ted Coffman, chairman o f the 
Madison County Commissioners, said the law will not be enforced 
while the county waits for the attorney general’s opinion.

Jim Brammer, a Task Froce member and representative from 
the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, outlined the five river 
access alternatives:

)1 Road access proposal
2) Private fee access system
3) Reid Rosenthall valley-wide free access proposal
4) Continuation of current angling access opportunities
5) Easement-lease access plan.
Under the proposals, the alternatives share several common 

themes, including willing, participating landowners on both sides 
o f the river o f any public fishing access location; cost and benefit 
analysis o f any particular access site proposal; protection o f the 
Ruby River resource, including its fishery and streambed; posting 
of “no trespassing" signs where needed to protect the interests o f 
landowners who choose not to participate in the public access 
program and whose lands lie adjacent to designated public access 
sites, and give all property owners along the lower Ruby a chance 
to join the public access program.

Task Force members said they preferred the first and last 
alternatives.

The first alternative would target existing roads as potential 
locations for expanding public fishing access opportunities. Twelve 
bridges, seven privately owned and five in the public sector, cross 
the lower Ruby. The Fish, Wildlife and Parks, under this alterna
tive, would negotiate lease or purchase arrangements with willing 
landowners whose property lies adjacent to the bridges, as well as 
other landowners who have expressed a willingness to lease or sell 
public access sites.

The last alternative would dived the lower Ruby into three 
segments, and a target each for at least one permanent access 
point, to be obtained through either an easement or fee title 
purchase. Additional shorter-term access leases with staggered 
time frames would also be obtained.

The Task Force agreed to combine alternatives 1 And 5, as part 
ofits recommended plan, although all o f the identified options will 
be given in its report to the FWP Commission and Governor Marc 
Racicot.

The Task Force will meet Monday, May 6, at 7 p.m. in the 
Sheridan School lunchroom to review and approve its final recom
mendations.
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1994 John Deere 310D 4x4 w/ 
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1989 John Deere 31 OC Loader.
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Greydahl Squirt Boon Forklift 
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WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

All of Beaverhead County 
& Most of Madison County

Dillon Tribune
22 s. Montana • 683-2331 • FAX: 683-2332

Valley Hospital 
plans community 
meeting May 7

The Ruby Valley Hospital will hold a community meeting 
Tuesday, May 7, at 7 p.m. in the Sheridan Elementary School 
lunchroom.

The focus o f the meeting will be to receive information from 
area residents on health care and to help form a foundation 
for the hospital.

Thefirsthalfofthem eetingwillbean update on thehealth 
care situation in the area, as well as in the state and nation
ally.

Changes that impact hospitals, and especially small rural 
facilities will be discussed.

A letter was recently mailed to residents o f the hospital 
district, review changes and listing accomplishments since 
the last community meetings were held in 1991.

A spokesman for the hospital said the staff is proud of the 
progress that has been made and feels community involve
ment continues to be the best way to ensure the health needs 
o f the area are met.

One of the goals o f the meeting next week is to establish a 
foundation for thè hospital district to gradually provide a 
stabilizing factor for the facility’s financial needs, as well as 
involvingmore persons ofthearea. Required groundwork has 
been completed and concerned and motivated volunteers are 
being sought to form a governing board.

River cleanup day set
Rivers in southwestern Montana will get a general cleanup 

along the banks, as part of the annual River Cleanup Day, 
sponsored by the Lewis and Clark Chapter o f Trout Unlimited.

Several organized walks and cleanup activities at access sites 
along area rivers are scheduled, including the Big Hole, Beaver
head, Jefferson and Ruby.

The cleanup, is scheduled for Saturday morning, May 4. For 
more information, call J en y  Kustich, 684:5563.
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Jam!« Lynn Godfrey- Sheridan High School
Jamie Lynn Godfrey, was 

bom on November 17, 1977 in 
Sheridan, Montana and is the 
daughter of Gwen and Darnell 
Godfrey. She is active in speech 
and drama, yearbook and MUN. 
Jamie says that if she could 
changeonethingabout her high 
school years, it would be to "try 
out for and do more activities." 
She says the best part about 
being a senior now is "being the 
oldest students in school." In 
five years, Jamie hopes to be out 
o f college and teaching high 
school.

Shane Frandsen- Twin Bridges High School

Shane Frandsen is the son of 
Jay and Olea Frandsen. He was 
bom in Murray, Utah on July 
31, 1978. Shane has been an 
active member in F H A  He says 
the best part about being a se
nior ¡8 "picking on the fresh
men." In five years, Shane hopes 
to be building his own house.
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