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Sports news of southwestern Montana

W a lk in g  ìli®

Holland thankful for chance
By J. P. P lutt

COACHING

Coaches
honored

Columbia Falls teacher and 
coach Larry Schmautz, a West
ern Montana College grad and 
former Bulldog basketball star, 
will be one of five coaches in
ducted into the M ontana  
Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in ceremonies scheduled 
Aug. 7-9 at Great Falls.

Schmautz left Western for 
Gilford in 1966 where he 
coached football, basketball and 
track and field. He moved to 
Columbia Falls in 1968 where 
he guided the girls basketball 
team to 15 divisional titles, and 
a state championship in 1983. 
His teams placed second twice 
and third seven times in state 
competition.

Dean Gamradt of Fairfield, 
Richard Lindgren of Glendive, 
Laurie Nelson of Hardin and 
Robin Selvig of the University 
of Montana join Schmautz in 
the 1996 induction class.

FISHING

New regs
With the general statewide 

fishing season approaching May 
18, anglers should note new 
fishing regulations adopted by 
the Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Commission for the 1996-97 bi
ennium.

Two of the more important changes contained in a FW&P 
release that should concern area 
fishermen are daily limits on 
trout in lakes and reservoirs, 
and a new rule on using bull
heads.

The daily limit on trout in
lakes and reservoirs generally
has been reduced from 10 to 5 
fish with a 10 fish possession 
limit. There are exceptions in 
different regions, so anglers 
should check regulations for the 
lakes they wish to fish.

The taking and/or use of 
sculpins (also know as “bull
heads") as fishing bait is pro
hibited in all waters in the state 
because sculpins may transmit 
whirling disease.

HORSE RACING

Check the sked, 
bet the gray

As the commissioner of both 
the Dillon Basketball Associa
tion and Dillon Softball Asso
ciation I’ve learned a lesson or two about scheduling. I never 
schedule basketball games on 
Super Bowl Sunday, and I never 
schedule softball games of the 
Fourth of July.

I get the feeling ranchers 
approach Kentucky Derby race 
day with the same take-the-day- 
off attitude. Cowboys have been known to skip a scheduled  
branding to take in the famed 
Lexington horse race.

Dillon cowboy Cody Brown 
doesn’t miss the Derby. “They 
always say don’t bet the gray,” 
said Brown. “I always bet the 
gray and the favorite.”

This Derby will be of par
ticular interest to Brown. Un
bridled Song, one of the early 
Derby favorites, is a gray.

RODEO

No bluff
Two Dillon area cowboys 

made the tube when ESPN 
broadcast the final round of the Red Bluff Round-Up Saturday 
night. Jess Martin won the saddle bronc and $4,250 with a 
score of 158 on two head. ESPN 
interviewed Martin following 
the win.

R ooster R eynolds placed 
third in steer wrestling at the 
California rodeo. ESPN showed 
highlights of Rooster’s N’FR per
form ance  focusing  on the  
"Rooster Dance” which the Twin 
Bridges cowboy reenacted after 
placing.

By J.P . P lu tt
The Grasshopper Valley’s 

Koby Holland returned home 
from the 1996 U1T World Cup 
at A tlanta, Ga., not d isap
pointed in not earning the 
United S tates of Am erica’s 
Olympic berth in running tar
get shooting, but proud of what 
he had accomplished to get to 
the brink of wearing the red, white and blue this summer.

“I’m just thankful for the op
portunity. Most people never 
get this chance,” said the mod
est Holland,2 1 .“That’sall lean  ask for.”

The World Cup event served 
as a prelude to the Atlanta 
Olympic shooting events, draw
ing the world’s best to the still 
under construction Wolf Creek 
Shooting Complex. The World 
Cup is actually a bigger event 
than the Olympics as it is not 
limited by quota slots and the 
field was chock full of Olympic 
medalists.

The competition for the gold,

Sony folks. The softball sea
son hasn’t even started yet so 
there’s sure to be two or three 
more snow storms on the way. 
But the time of short pants and 
sun burns is nearing. Oil the 
glove, shake the sand out of 
your cleats, dig out the cooler 
and please start stretching out. 
We don’t like to see pulled 
muscles at the softball fields.

The Dillon Softball Associa
tion is ready to gear up for an
other season. We’ll have a 
league meeting May 9, 7:00 
p.m., at the Lion’s Den. We’ll 
discuss the upcoming season, 
set dates and elect officers. At 
least one representative from 
each team should attend, but 
the more the merrier.

Though not finalized, the 
likely starting date for league 
play will be the last week of 
May or the first week of June. 
Get on a roster or organize a 
team. We’ve got a great group 
of people out there, last year 
24 men’s and women’s teams, 
and it’s really a fun way to meet

silver and bronze medals was 
not foremost on the minds of 
the five Americans in the shoot. 
H olland and  h is  four USA 
Shooting Team  countrym en 
were in a battle of their own for 
the lone U.S. Olympic team  
berth.

Holland carried the Dillon, 
Mont., tag with him from an 
introduction by Olympic 
shotgunner Walter Zobel of Jackson to competitive shoot
ing in 4-H, to state competitions, 
and through a junior Olympic career. The adventure took him 
to stops around the world, in
cluding the 1994 Pan American 
Games in South America. Suc
cess in the Olympic Trials 
brought him to the door of mak
ing the Olympic team last week
end in Atlanta.

After the first two Olympic 
selection matches, Holland led 
the field with a three point ad
vantage. Lonn Saunders of Bill
ings trailed by three points and 
lurking ten points back was

new people.
For more information on the 

Dillon Softball Association call 
J.P. Plutt (683-5411 home, 683- 
2331 work).

If it works: That miracle 
WMC men’s basketball team of 
1989 that went to the NAIA na
tionals and stunned top-ranked 
and defending national cham
pion Grand Canyon of Arizona 
was a fun bunch. Before the 
playoff game that would deter
mine whether or not they would 
go to Kansas City, the team 
made a pact that if they won, 
they would all shave their heads.

They won but when they got 
down to it they hedged a little 
bit on the hair removal. Bald 
wasn’t “in" back then so Kevin 
Engellant, John Sullivan, Jeff 
E’lliot, Roger Fuchs and the boys 
talked each other into thinking 
flat tops were about the same 
th ing as a haldy. So you might 
say the Bulldogs hit Kansas City 
a little light headed.

New WMC coach M ark 
Durham was a Bulldog assi«-

Adam Saathoff of Hereford, 
Ariz. Three weeks ago at the 
Olympic Trials, Holland shot 
the best score of his career, a 
world class 575, to move into 
the favorites role, but in typical 
reserved H olland fashion  
warned that, ‘There’s a lot of 
shooting left.”

What was left was sixty tar
gets over two days at the World 
Cup. Holland lost his grip on the lead and the Olympic berth 
on Saturday as he scored 269 
out of 300 on the thirty target 
slow run. Saathoff sprinted 
through the opening with a 285. 
Saunders, 24, maintained a slim 
lead over Saathoff, 20, with a 
282. Rusty Hill, 25, of Sun City, 
Calif., scored a 286 and Bill 
Johnson, 16, of Woodville, 
Miss., a 284, but both were well 
back entering the competition.

H olland rebounded on 
Sunday’s fa st round, but 
couldn’t overcome Saturday’s low score. He totaled 545 to

tant back then. He and Donny 
Keltz got together and in the 
spirit of the moment announced 
that if the Bulldogs could some

how knock off the  powerful 
Grand Canyon squad, th a t they 
too would shave their heads. 
Keltz and Durham  got their 
haircuts in Kansas City.

Elliot is now the boys basket
ball coach at Belgrade. In a

finish 33rd. Saathoff stayed hot. 
His two-day total of 574 put him 
in the finals and he emerged a 
respectable fifth place in the World Cup competition and as 
the U.S.A. Olympic team member.

“He shot really well under a 
lot of pressure,” said Holland of 
Saathoff. “If I couldn’t have went, sure in the heck, I’d like 
to see Adam go because he’s one 
of the good friends of mine. I’m glad he made it. He deserved it.”

Saunders placed 26th with a 
560. Hill finished with a 566 
and Johnson with a 565, but 
both were shooting “out of com
petition” for qualifying scores.

“I think I went in there a 
little bit too calm,” said Holland of the World Cup match. “I think 
I had to be a little more aggres
sive in the shooting. I had to 
have a little more control on my 
trigger and stuff. I know what I did wrong, so I’m looking to fix 
it in the future and I’m looking

The Dillon golf teams finally 
got another match in. It was 
cold, miserable and windy. It 
took six and a half hours to get 
the 18-hole match in, but they 
got it in.

The Lady Beavers dominated 
the girls side and the boys team 
placed fifth in a ten-team field. 
The Dillon girls have won both 
tourney’s they’ve played this 
season.

Megan McCracken took med
alist honors with a 92, leading 
a girls effort that placed all five 
team members in the top ten. 
Dillon’s Dorcey McCoy tied for second behind her teammate 
with a 99.

“AH of them shot pretty de
cent really,” said Dillon coach 
Tedd Stanisich. “On the boys 
side, I thought we played all 
right too. Our scores were 
grouped in there right around 
90 which for the conditions, is 
what I would expect.”

B utte C en tra l’s Jason  
Pascavage took medalist hon
ors with a 76, the only sub-80 
score. Dillon’s Matt Blades 
missed the top ten by one stroke 
with an 87. Rob Rouse followed 
Blades with a 92 for Dillon. 
Stanisich  pointed out that Rouse, just a freshman, played 
the good round in his first var
sity match.

“I think we can get a little

Three Beaverhead County 
High School wrestlers who will 
compete in Germany as part of 
a foreign exchange program this 
summer will hold a fundraiser 
Sunday to earn money for the

moment of inspiration before the 
Central A Divisional tourna
ment in Butte back on February 
15, he told the seventh-seeded 
Panthers that if  they got to the 
championship game he would let 
them shave his head. You know 
it. Belgrade got on a roll and it 
was ‘do time for Elliot

Well, two months later at the 
WMC Alumni Weekend, Elliot 
was still sporting a combination 
preppie-grundge mop.
Engellant and the boys got on 
him. “I’m getting it cut on Mon
day,” he vowed.Well he hedged again. He 
didn't let the players touch his 
locks, opting to let his wife Dori 
handled the shears. And instead 
of a baldy, he got a bowl cut.

“He put it off as long as he 
could,” said his wife Dori on 
Tuesday. “His sixth graders love 
it. They’re calling him Forest 
Gump. He’s got a little length 
on top. but not much. It shows 
his receding hair line."

F in a l A lum ni no tes: W est
ern has long had a connection

to shoot in Sydney, Australia 
(Olympics 2000).”

Holland now knows he can 
compete with the worlds best. 
Three weeks ago when he took 
the lead for the Olympic berth, 
he shot a 575. Saathoffs 574 
was good for fifth at last  
weekend’s World Cup match. “I 
know I’m right in there with 
them,” he said. “It’s just the day 
that I shoot my highest score, I 
could be on top. That day, Ev
eryone shot a little better than 
I did."

Holland pointed out that 
there were a number of unex
pected turns at the World Cup. 
Russia’s Dmitri Lykin, 21, came 
from out of nowhere to win the 
gold medal. At the 1994 world 
junior Olympic championships, 
Lykin topped Holland by just 
four points.

At the other extreme, the de
fending Olympic gold medalist 
failed to make the eight-man
Continued to page A-10

better and a little more consis
tent, but for the conditions and 
basically for our capabilities, we 
played all right in both boys and 
girls,” said Stanisich.

Hampering Dillon’s develop
ment on the links has been 
spring weather more suitable 
for ice hockey than putting. Not 
only have two of Dillon’s four 
meets been canceled, but prac
tice time has been limited. Two 
weekends and three tourney’s 
remain on Dillon’s regular sea
son before the state meet in 
Laurel, May 13-15.

Anaconda Invitational Golf ’Tourney at Anaconda C. C. ; Girl« team acores—Dillon 403, Three 
Forks 435, Anaconda 472, Deer Lodge 
548, Anaconda JV 552.
Top 10—1, Megan McCracken, Dillon, 
92; 2, (tie) Dorcey McCoy, Dillon, and 
Brooke Hamilton, Three Forks, 99; 4, 
Dana Harrington, Butte Central, 101; 
5, Lisa Korc, Butte Central, 104; 6, (tie) 
Natalie Nield, Dillon, Tennille Taylor, 
Dillon, and Heather Handsckc, Three 
Forks, 106; 9, Juli Chaffin, Dillon, 110; 
10, Bricnne Vcrmeirc, Anaconda, 112. DILLON (403)—Megan McCracken, 
92; Dorcey McCoy, 99; Natalie Nield, 
106; Tennille Taylor, 106; Juli Chaffin, 
110.

Boya team acores—Butte Central 327, 
Three Forks 356, Butte High JV 359, 
Salmon, Idaho, 361, Dillon 365, Ennis 
370, Anaconda 373, Deer Lodge 402, 
Deer Lodge JV 459, Anaconda JV 466. Top 10-N o Dillon player» in top 10. DILLON (3«5)—Matt Blades 87, Rob 
Rouse 92, Jarre tt Lower 93, Clint Hilton 
93, Chris Edwards 95.

trip.
Rory Pilon, Todd Maki and 

Tyler Holland will hold a car 
wash in the Pizza Hut parking 
lot on Sunday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

with Fallon, Nev. Many fine 
a th le tes  from Fallon have  
donned the Bulldog colors. A Western alum now teaching in 
Fallon reported that it’s a two 
way street. He says that about 
60 WMC grads are currently 
teaching in the Fallon school 
system.NAIA power: Northwestern 
may have played in the Rose 
Bowl but they didn’t have a 
single player selected in the re
cent NFL draft. NAIA Division 
I champion Central State Ohio 
however topped the purple, at 
least on draft day. Marauder 
d efensive tack le Kerwin 
Waldrop went to the Detroit Li
ons in the fifth round.

Central State defeated W estern Montana College in the 
NAIA semifinals. In last year’s 
draft, Central State’s Hugh Dou
glas was taken in the first round, 
tenth selection overall, by the 
New York Jets. Douglas proved 
to be an astute selection as he 
earned AFC Defensive Rookie 
of the Year.

She shoots
These girls competed in the Beavettiead Sports Association soccer league Saturday that will 

continue every Saturday through the second weekend in June. There are 24 teams in the league 
divided into five divisions with 250 boys and girls from kindergarten through eighth grade participat
ing. J. P. Pkitt photo

Softball, shaved heads and stuff.

Weather relents, 
golfers tour greens

Wrestlers wash cars


