
In brief
High School 
board meeting 
changed

The regular September meet
ing of the Beaverhead County High 
School Board has been changed 
from Monday, Sept. 8, to Wednes
day, September 10, because of an 
expected lack of quorum Monday 
night.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in 
the library of the high school, and 
is open to the public.

Normally, the board meets the 
secondiMonday of each month.

Girl Scouts plan 
registration 
next week

Dillon Girl Scouts will hold their 
annual registration Tuesday, Sept. 
16 at the Mary Innes School music 
room, from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. and 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Girls wishing to be part of the 
local Girl Scout program should 
register at the session.

For more information, call Kim 
Lindsey, 683-4838.

HeadwatersI:

Hunters prepare 
for food drive

The Headwaters Chapter of 
Hunters Against Hunger is pre- 
paringforits fifth season ofmatch- 
ing hunters willingto donate all or 
part of their wild game harvest 
with needy people in the commu
nity.

Since 1992 the group has 
matched donor hunters with 123 
recipients in Dillon, Anaconda, 
Butte, Deer Lodge and Townsend.

Hunters should contact the 
chapter for names of recipients.

Both individuals wanting to re
ceive wild game and hunters will
ing to donate it should contact the 
Headwaters Hunters Against 
Hunger, 783-7333, or send a writ
ten request to 306 West Mercury, 
Room 211, Butte, MT 59701.

State Board of 
Housing will 
meet in Dillon

The Montana Board of Housing 
will conduct its September board 
meeting in Dillon on Friday, Sept. 
26, as well as a special meeting for 
the public.

The public meeting starts at 
8:30 a.m. in the conference room of 
the U. S. Forest Service Building, 
420 Barrett Street, in Dillon. The 
session will last approximately an 
hour, andbe followed by the regular 
Board of Housing meeting, which 
is also open to the public.

The public meeting format in
cludes a general overview o f the 
Board o f Housing and its housing 
related programs, including single 
and multi-family, tax credit and 
reverse annuity mortgage.

Tom Welch, president of Pio
neer Federal savings and Loan in 
Dillon is one of the seven members 
of the Montana Board of Housing.Weather

The Week In Review
Data HI Lo Pcpt.
Sept. 2 69 48 .10
Sept. 3 72 52 .14
Sept. 4 78 47 -
Sept. 5 79 42 •
Sept. 6 80 42 -
Sept. 7 81 45 -
Sept. 8 77 43 -
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The Big Blue line
Beaverhead County High School's Beavers sported blue and a fierce attitude during the season opener last week against the Choteau Bulldogs 

as they slapped hands before, the game The Beavers easily won the match, 28-12. J p Piutt Photo

Commissioners seek to put 278 on state

Cou nty hits
By Paul Stewart

A plan by the Beaverhead 
County Commissioners to save 
taxpayers a considerable amount 
of money has fallen on deaf ears, 
despite the the vocal support of 
State Senator Chuck Swysgood 
and Representative Bill Tashf 

At a recent meeting o f the state 
Transportation Commission, Bea
verhead County Commissioner 
Spence Hegstad requested that the 
state assume responsibility for the 
maintenance and upkeep of High
way 278. At last Monday’s regular 
meeting, Commissioner Garth 
Haugland explained the rationale 
behind the request

As a result o f accessibility to I- 
16 and the Bitterroot Valley the 
highway has grown and become 
more than a “farm to market” road. 
Other local travelers use the road 
, and this different use resulted in 
ifs  1992 classification as a Minor 
Arterial.

Discussions with previous com

missioners led the commission to 
believe that if  the road was classi
fied as such, and was placed on 
the Primary System, the Depart
ment of Highways would take over 
maintenance and construction. A 
letter from the state department 
written in 1978 to the then com
mission stated as much.

The highway also provides ac
cess to the Beaverhead/Deerlodge 
National Forest. The recreation ar
eas accessed by the road are be
coming “destination” tourist loca
tions. Visitors to the area have 
easy access to the federal land for 
low impact outdoor activities such 
as birding, photography, hiking, 
mountain biking, fishing, and nu
merous other activities.

In addition, Highway 278 pro
vides the main access to Bannack 
State Park, which recently under
went mqjor renovation and at
tracts more than 30,000 visitors 
per year. The road also provides

wall on road
access to the Big Hole National 
Battlefield which draws more than 
60,000 visitors a year.

Other road users include those 
traveling to the Pioneer Moun
tains Scenic By-way and, it is pro
jected, a significant number for 
the Lewis and Clark Trail with 
the upcoming bicentennial cel
ebration.

The County also presented a 
number o f options including trad
ing the highway’s maintenance 
schedule for a number o f road 
miles currently under the state’s 
supervision, and having the state 
fund the County to the tune of 
approximately $130,000 to provide

Continued on page A-16

City demands pond
standards

By Paul Stewart
The City Council unanimously 

passed a motion demanding that 
the minimum requirements for the 
new ponds at the wastewater fa
cility be met.

The action, taken at last week’s 
regular meeting came after it be
came apparent that the 
Geosynthetic Clay Liner (GCL) 
does not meet the required leak-

to be met
age testing as required by the 
Montana Department o f Environ
mental Qualify. Regulations allow 
for some six inches o f leakage per 
year, but recent test have revealed 
about 1000 times that amount 

In a letter to the council, dated 
September 2, Mayor Jim Wilson 
said, “I have no idea as to why the

Continued on page A-16

Teachers,
district
negotiate
Teachers bring in 
help or first time...

By Paul Stewart
Though negotiations continue, 

no agreement has yet been reached 
in the contract dispute between 
Dillon elementary school teachers 
and the Board o f Trustees of 
School District 10.

Although both parties have 
agreed not to release details of the 
issues and discussions at hand, a 
spokesperson for the Beaverhead 
Teachers Association, (BEA) the 
teachers union, said that the prin
cipal differences concern salary 
increases and employee contribu
tions to health insurance premi
ums.

New to the bargaining table is 
the presence of a professional ne
gotiator, Kay Winter, o f the Mon
tana Education Association. She 
waB hired, said Kim Parke, BEA 
president, because aspects of the 
negotiations were becoming "too 
personal,” and were getting in the 
way of the professional issues on 
the table.

The teachers contract expired 
on June 30, but according to Su
perintendent, Larry Blades discus
sions have been ongoing. “Though 
there isn’t a new contract, both 
parties will continue to honor the 
terms o f the old contract until the 
negotiations are settled,” he said. 
He was referring to a state law 
that provides for both sides to op
erate under the conditions of the 
previous agreement aB long as 
negotiations continue.

He explained that this can con
tinue indefinitely i f  required. “Do 
I anticipate this will be necessary, 
do I want it..absoIutely not,” he 
said. T want to get this over with 
as quickly as possible.”

As to the BEA decision to use a 
professional negotiator for the first 
time, Blades stated that he has no 
problem with that. “If personal, 
issues were involved then that 
might be a good way round the 
problem,” he agreed. “We all have 
to work in the community after 
the negotiations are settled.”

He concluded that the step 
might prove to be more effective 
as the negotiator is separate from 
the dynamics of the community 
involved. They are there to do a 
job and are well trained.” Citing 
financial considerations, he said 
that he does not anticipate that

Continued on page A-16

Barrett Memorial Hospital looks to future 
with management structure changes

By John Barrows
Change Ison the horizon for Barrett Me

morial Hospital, and one of the trappings of 
change, the organizational structure of man
agement at fchehospital, iabeingredesigned."

Part o f that redesign includes the addition 
o f another layer of management, a hospital 
administrator, to help relieve the current 
Chief Executive Officer, Jim LeBrun, of some 
o f the day-to-day responsibilities of manage
ment.

That relief, LeBrun told members of hos
pital board Wednesday, is necessary as the 
hospital moves into a whole new range of 
needed changes, including the Physician 
Community Hospital Organization that is 
becoming a new way o f operating that brings 

• the medical staff, the hospital and the com
munity together with representatives from 
all three, to improve the quality, access and 
cost of care.

At the same time, LeBrun said, the PCHO 
also helps preserve the patients' choices of 
doctors and hospitals.

That new concept, LeBrun said, did not 
exist three years ago, but becomes im portant 
as managed care takes precedent in many 
health care organizations.

LeBrun asked the board for the reorgani
zation, which changed bow some areas of the 
hospital arebc:n~cp=rated.as well ar add ng 
?. ù. 1 c.ùnir'i'Trai-'T's p-'-i, t-j ci.’e h:r.i fcc

hospital.
Pressure on the management staff o f the 

facility has greatly increased in the past four 
years, as the hospital as grown from gross 
revenues o f  43.5 million to over $12 million, 
and from 78 to 147 employees, Pour years 
ago, LeBrun said, there wereeightphysicians 
working with the hospital and now there are 
15.

The changes in organization, which in
clude several in the hospital's management 
structure to meet changes that have occurred 
in health care, are a result, LeBrun said, "of 
no longer being able to do business the way 
we did even four years ago."

"We don't," LeBrun said, have the luxury 
to manage in a stetic environment anymore. 
It's a time o f change."

Indeed, LeBrun said, recent changes in 
Medicare and Medicaid, and other require
ments mandated through the federal gov- 
ernmen t balancing its budget, have provided 
enough work to "keep a chief financial officer 
pretty busy."

The changes, however, are far from being 
a smooth process. "We won’t knew exscCIy 
how to manage under some of the changes 
until we can become more La miliar with the 
new rules and regulations." he said.

Under the changes LeBrun proposed to 
the hf.rptnl beard Last *■ i fk. LeBrun v.mrd

contracts that are arequired part ofmart aged 
care.' ' , ;  -

As LeBrun envisions the hospital opera
tional changes, a new Chief Financial Officer 
wouldbehiredtoreplacoWamerBarteleson, 
who become administrator for the day-to-day 
management needs o f  the hospital.

The new CFO, LeBrun said, would help 
manage the new information system that is 
becoming veiy important in the new changes 
facing hospitals, and as cost control becomes 
even more crucial.

More emphasis would also he placed on 
individual department managers, LeBrun 
said.

Although the hoard eventually approved 
the plan i n principle, on a 3-2 vote, it was not 
without some serious discussion.

Dr. Ray Thomas, the hospital's Chief of 
Staff, said he had concerns about the reorga
nization plan. Although he agreed there was 
a need "for another high-level administra
tor," there was a tendency, under LeBrun s 
plan,' for the CEO to become disassociated. 
He becomes more o f a board administrator, 
end less of a hospital administrator.“

Tha facility, Dr, Thomas said, "requires 
the bead to be responrible for the health of 
the hospital."

He rimrmtnJed some b-nificr.nt ure of

Verdict denies 
damage claim

By Paul Stewart 
A Beaverhead County jury de

livered a surprise verdict last 
week, denying a substantial dam
ages claim to a woman who was 
rear-ended in a traffic incident In 
the six day trial, which began on 
August 25, the testimony o f at 
least 18 witnesses was heard, and 
46 exhibits were examined.

The case dates back to Novem
ber 2 1993, when the plaintiff 
Myra D. Petersen was driving her 
automobile north along Atlantic 
Street Behind her, the defendant, 
Jed Petersen, a relative o f the 
plaintiff, was also driving his ve
hicle north along the street 

In her original complaint, the 
plaintiff alleged that as she braked 
to allow another car in front to 
turn off the defendant violently 
struck the rear of her vehicle. She 
alleged that this occurred as a re
sult of “a breach of his duty to 
keep a proper lookout breach of 
his duty to keep his vehicle under 
control at all times, by following 
too closely and by breach of his 
duty to be able to stop without 
hitting the vehicle in front of him.”
• She argued ihr.t rhe eurtainod 
severe bodily injury and suffered 
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