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VC preservation awards made
Members of the Virginia City 

Preservation Alliance gathered in 
Virginia City September 13 for’ 
their annual meeting.

Several individuals were rec
ognized for theirefforts to preserve 
local history. Alliance board 
member John Ellingsen presented 
four awards, each covering a par
ticular category of historic preser
vation activity.

The Presidential Award is given 
for personal contributions to the 
preservation, restoration, educa
tion, or interpretation ofthe history 
of the Virginia City area.

Award recipient was Ruby 
Valley rancher Lowell Gilman, 
whose heritage stems from the gold 
dredging days in the town of Ruby.

Inmakingtheaward, Ellingsen

described how Gilman has worked 
to research and preserve the details 
of local history, with a particular 
emphasis upon the Alder Gulch 
placer mining era.

Ellingsen praised Gilman for 
sharing that history with others, 
both accurately and passionately.

The Residential Award is given 
to an individual who has restored, 
duplicated, or constructed a Vir
ginia City area residential property 
within the spirit of historic pres
ervation and thereby contributed 
to the preservation of local history. 
Award recipient was Sam 
Hardebeck, in recognition of his 
restoration of an 1860s residence 
in Virginia City.

The Commercial Aw ardis given 
to a business who has made a fi-

nancial contribution to the pres
ervation and interpretation of 
Virginia City area history. This 
award was presented to First 
Madison Valley Bank, for its com
mercial construction in the historic 
district of Virginia City. The new 
bank building is an “exact replica” 
of the original building that stood 
on the same site in the 1860s. 
Ellingsen also recognized the bank 
for its help during the legislative 
lobbying effort to win state acqui
sition of the former Bovey-owned 
properties. Marilyn Oliver and Nei 1 
Kent were on hand to accept the 
award for thebank. Olivercredited 
Ellingsen for being “the spirit” 
behind the bank building project, 
and providing his assistance as 
both historian and architect

The Preservation Award is given 
to individuals who have made 
personal sacrifices to preserve, 
restore, or interpret local history. 
Award recipient was Ruby Valley 
historian, artist, poet, and rancher 
Jim Edwards. Ellingsen praised 
Edwards for his long-time support 
for the preservation of area history. 
He described Edwards as a true 
friend to local history and local 
residents. Edwards, said Ellingsen, 
“always was there to lend a hand 
or confident word of advice...”

Preservation Alliance President 
Mark Weber also announced two 
lifetime membership awards. One 
went to Jeff Smith, who has pro
vided technical assistance and 
successful grant-writing services

District schedules new bond election
By Doris Fischer

For the third time in two years, 
Sheridan School District Trustees 
have scheduled a school bond 
election in an effort to win voter

approval of a facilities improve
ment program.

Last week, the school board 
unanimously agreed to put a $2.7

Ruby River access 
sites report progress

By Doris Fischer
The Montana Department of 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks has been 
issuing weekly reports of angler 
activity at the four Ruby River 
fishing access sites since they first 
opened on August 15.

Angler numbers during the re
porting period August 1 5-Sep- 
tember 7 were highest during the 
first week. In recent weeks, pro
gressively fewer fishermen have 
been observed at the sites.

During the first nine days, a 
total of 172 anglers were counted 
at the various sites. The next week, 
112 fishermen were reported using 
the sites. During the September 2- 
7 period, only 53 anglers were ob
served.

To date, angler use has been 
heaviest at the Ruby dam site. The 
Silver Springs Bridge site 
(Barnosky) has Been the lightest 
use, for reasons attributed to wa
ter turbidity.

The FWP has developed an op

erations plan for the Ruby River 
sote. According to the plan man- 
agementoftheRubyRivercorridor 
is jointly shared among three of 
FWP’s divisions, with three lead 
personnel: Dick Oswald, fisheries 
biologist in Dillon(683-9310);Tom 
Greason, FAS/Maintenance Coor
dinator in Bozeman (994-4042); 
and Jim DeBoer, Game Warden in 
Sheridan (842-5446).

The operations plan concludes 
with thefollowingstatement:“Itis 
imperative that fishermen con
tinue to respect the private prop
erty that has been made available 
for Ruby River fishing expert-' 
ences.”

The department’s most recent 
weekly report indicates that 
“Landowners and the public... ap
pear to be pleased with the Ruby 
River access program.”

The previous FWP report noted 
“good compliance with site rules 
and the new fishing regulations.”

million bond proposal before the 
voters at a special election on 
Tuesday, November 18. If ap
proved, the bonds would be used to 
construct a new elementary/m'ul- 
tipurpose building.

In the fall o f1995, voters turned 
down a $3.9 million bond proposal 
to renovate theexistingelementary 
schoolbuilding and also make some 
improvements in the high school 
building. In December 1996, voters 
rejected a $2.5 million bond pro
posal which offered a scaled-back 
version o f the original building 
renovation project.

The school board’s focus shifted 
away from elementary building 
renovation, once the second bond 
proposal was defeated.

Trustees gained more informa
tion about the economies of steel- 
framed construction, toured some 
steel-framed school buildings, and 
subsequently instructed JGA Ar
chitects o f Billings to prepare cost 
estimates for an a!ll-new building 
approach.

At last week’s school board 
meeting, trustee Ken Yecny re
minded board members that their 
last bond proposal represented over 
$70 square foot “to Retrofit an 

j)ldbuiJding.”Thecurrentpropoaal, 
he pointed out, amounts to $72.20 
per square foot “for a brand new 
building.”

Prior to being elected to the 
school noard, Yecny had actively 
opposed the previous $2.5 million 
bond proposal. His opposition, he 
explained, was based on a belief 
that “the District could do better. I

didn’t think they were getting their 
money’s worth.”

In contrast, he said, he supports 
the $2.7 million proposal for new 
building construction, as “probably 
thebest we can offer the taxpayers.”

Bill Buyan, Jr. was another 
outspoken critic of the previous 
bond proposal. Like Yecny, Buyan 
now serves on the school board. 
And, like Yecny, Buyan supports 
the new building proposal.

Although he expressed disap- 
pointmentwith the current budget 
estimate of $2.7 million, Buyan 
praised the new plan as “well 
thought out.”

He said he now realizes it is not 
possible to address the District’s 
present and future building needs 
for under $2 million. “The costs of 
this building seem very high, but 
they will never be less expensive,” 
he asserted. “I believe it will look 
like money very well spent in 20 
years.”

The new building design calls 
for an elementary facility that 
would also serve high school stu
dents in a number of ways. In 
particular, a multipurpose room 
would double as both a lunchroom 
and a gymnasium.

The school board discussed the 
possibility o f hosting a public in
formational forum prior to the 
November 18 school bond election. 
No decision was made.

In the meantime, however, 
anyone with questions is encour
aged to contact Sheridan School 
Superintendent Glenn Hageman, 
at 842-5401.

Sheridan HS student 
receives scholarships

By Doris Fischer
Kurtis Koenig of Sheridan will 

have some extra financial aid as he 
begins his freshman year atMSU- 
Bozeman this fall. Maudina Smith, 
Ruby Valley Home Engineers 
president, recently announced that 
Koenig is the successful recipient 
of her group’s 1997 scholarship. 
He is the son of Virginia and Kerry 
Koenig and the eldest of three 
children. Koenig graduated from 
Sheridan High School this past 
spring.

At Sheridan High School, 
Koenig was active in numerous 
activities, including sports, band, 
chorus, forensics, FHA, FFA, 
Honor Society, Student Council, 
Boys State, school play, school 
paper, and “S” Club.

Koenig has received a total of 
five scholarships to honor his 
achievements and help offset his 
collegeexpenses. The other awards 
came from the Twin Bridges Rotary 
Club, State Elks Association, 
Chuck Marsh, and Woodson 
Ranch.

The Ruby Valley Home Engi
neers scholarship is awarded each 
year to a local graduating senior 
who demonstrates all-around 
achievement, commitment to ob
taining an advanced degree in
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Montana, and need for some fi
nancial assistance to do so.

The Home Engineers organiza
tion is made up of women from the 
Sheridan-Alder Upper Ruby area. 
Its focus is on community service, 
community education, personal 
development, and fun.
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to tlieorganization in recent years. 
The second award was given to 
Barbi and Tom Donnelley, who 
Weber indicated have generously 
supported the Alliance’s historic 
preservation efforts.

Guest speaker at the annual 
gatheringofthe Alliance was state 
Representative Karl Ohs (R- 
Harrison).

Ohs recounted the story of how 
the 1997 Montana Legislature 
came to approve the acquisition of 
historic properties in Virginia City 
and Nevada City, after opting 
against a Nevada City purchase in 
1995.

Ohs recognized the Preservation 
Alliance as the group “that got the 
ball rollingin the first place,” when 
Ford Bovey first announced in 1994 
his intentions to sell his holdings 
in the two historic towns.

Ohs now chairs the 11-member 
Montana Heritage, Preservation 
and Development Commission, 
established by the sta to legislature 
to oversee management of the 
state-owned properties in Virginia 
City and Nevada City. By law, Ohs 
said the legislature m ay assign the 
commission additional state- 
sponsored heritage projects to 
oversee, in the future.

But for now, the commission’s 
focusison the historiccommunities 
of Virginia and Nevada Cities.

Ohs offered an update of the 
sommission’s activities. Its mem
bers, he said, recognize that their 
decisions will have long-term ef
fects. Consequently, the commis
sion will likely move carefully 
through its organizational effort. 
Changes will be introduced slowly.

At its upcoming meeting on 
October 1-2, Ohs expects the com
mission to hire an Interim Direc
tor who will work for 6-9 months to 
help the Montana Historical Soci
ety manage the historic properties. 
The commission will also likely

begin a bidding process in order to 
decide who will provide property 
m an agement services over the next 
year. Ohs hopes that decision will 
be made by December.

Ohs said the commission has 
identified a number onegoal for its 
management efforts; get people to 
stay longer — two days, for ex
ample, instead of two hours. The 
commission also hopes to succeed 
in attracting more visitors to the 
area, over the long term.

The 1997 summer season he 
described as very successful, be
yond all expectations.

Ohs asked Preservation Alli
ance members for their patience, 
understanding, and support as the 
Heritage Commission works to 
fulfill its responsibilities.

Ohs cautioned that the com
mission will encounter “some 
bumps along the road. There are 
going to be some times when we 
don’t all agree.” But despite inevi
table problems, he said the com
mission members “are committed 
to making it work right. We do 
want to make this the jewel of 
Montana, that people all over this 
state are proud of. Five years from 
now,” he vowed, “we’re going to 
have a more wonderful place than 
we have right now.”

Weber assured Ohs, “You have 
our support...We’re there to help 
you in any way we can.”

The Virginia City Preservation 
Alliance, Weber reported, now has 
400 members. The Alliance has 
$100,000 in grants to support its 
work program for the upcoming 
year.

Activities will include education 
of schoolchildren visiting the Vir
ginia City area, continued 
Hangman’s Building restoration, 
the Wednesday nighthistory series 
again next summer, and artifacts 
recording assistance to  the Mon
tana Historical Society.
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