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Sports news of southwestern Montana
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By J. P. Plutt

FOOTBALL

Super picks
I’m late getting around to it, 

but it’s time to make my super 
bowl selections. The AFC looks to 
be a great battle for a change and 
I like Denver over New England 
in the AFC title game. It should 
be a high scoring, exciting game.

In the NFC, it will be the Bay 
of Pigs, with Green Bay routing 
Tampa Bay for the NFC title and 
the right to play Denver for the 
world championship.

In the Super Bowl it will again 
be Green Bay, 30-27.

Sleepless in Seattle
When I was in Seattle in Au

gust I was surprised to find out 
the love the locals have for the 
University of Washington Hus
kies. In a real shocker, I found 
out that the Huskies sell more 
season tickets than the Seattle 
Sonics of the NBA, the Seattle 
Seahawks of the NFL, and the 
Seattle Mariners of MLB com
bined. Washington fans were 
talking about an NCAA national 
title while we were in Seattle dur
ing the preseason and the locals 
there were already looking for
ward to the big game with Ne
braska at Seattle. Nebraska 
trounced the Huskies, leaving 
there fans sleepless in Seattle.

VOLLEYBALL

It’s a small world 
after all

Erin Dunn, a redshirt on the 
Western Montana College volley
ball team is a 6-1 middle blocker 
from Lewistown and the step 
daughter of Lewistown football 
coach Gary Gebert.

RODEO

Good hands need a 
hand sometimes

The Western Montana College 
rodeo team has been a consistent 
winner and every year it seems 
Ole Else lands a better and better 
recruiting class. This year’s team 
is no exception. The possibility of 
national titles is not just idle talk. 
It can happen.

College rodeo is an expensive 
sport. The entry fee is usually* 
$45 per event and our team has 
hands that will enter as many as 
five events. At a double rodeo, 
that could cost one of our student/ 
athletes $450 for weekend of com
petition. It is against the rules 
for a school or coach to help the 
athlete with entry fees.

But the school or rodeo club 
can help in other ways. “We try 
to at least cover motel rooms and 
cover fuel to get the horses there,” 
said WMC coach Ole Else. “In 
the history of Western rodeo we 
have not been able to provide 
meals.”

Western had almost double the 
participants at the rodeo in Glen
dive last weekend than any other 
school. They hauled 47 kids and 
36 horses to Glendive.

Right now Else and members 
of the Rodeo Alumni Club are 
working hard to get the calf-a- 
year program back where it once 
was. A few years ago the calf-a- 
year program annually received 
pledges of over 30 head. Lastyear, 
most likely because of the de
pressed cattle market, those 
pledges dropped to four head.

Rodeo and ranching have a 
natural link and so the Rodeo Club 
is turning to ranchers in the area 
and around the state for support. 
They’re asking that ranchers and 
farmers donate a calf sale to the 
rodeo team. Hopefully, the ranch
ing community can respond with 
some donations to get that calf-a- 
year number back to where the 
WMC rodeo team can continue to 
offer a quality program.

In addition to the calf-a-year 
program, the annual WMC Horse 
Sale in which Beaverhead Live
stock market donates all the com
missions on sales during a day of 
peddling horse flesh is coming up 
in Oct.

If you have any questions on 
the horse sale or the calf-a-year 
rur gran, vou can call E!ro at
22 r,r< c ’r s-7 . : : r>

Lady Bulldogs block Carroll
Netters emerge 
from season 
opening slump

By J.P. Plutt
The Western Montana College 

Lady Bulldogs emerged from their 
non-conference coma Wednesday 
night with a three-game sweep of 
Frontier Conference power Carroll 
College to open a week of home
coming festivities at the school 
with a win.

The Lady Bulldogs welcomed 
junior outside hitter Jamie Hope 
of Butte back to the court and Hope 
seemingly added the missing spark 
as Western added their second win 
of the season against eight losses. 
Hope moved to her regular outside 
hitter position and pounded a 
team-high 11 kills, served an ace, 
made 8 digs, and 7 blocks.

With Hope back in the line-up, 
WMC coach Jenny Peterson was 
able to move senior captain Katie 
Weaver back to her regular spot 
as rightside hitter.

Though Western swept the 
match it wasn’t easy. Western 
staked a 10-4 lead in the first game, 
but Carroll rolled back to take an 
11-10 advantage. Carroll went up 
13-11 before WMC bounced back 
to tie at 13-13. Carroll served at 
game point, 14-13, but Western 
rallied to take the 16-14 win.

“It was good for. us to get that 
win,” said Peterson. “We needed 
it mentally. It was veiy impor
tant.”

Caroll led early in the second 
game, 9-4, but were able to score 
just one more point as the Lady . 
Bulldogs had the block working, 
and the offense clicking. WMC 
took the game 15-10. The blocking 
on Carroll middle hitters Stacey 
Phillipe and Natalie Krahe was 
critical to Western’s win.

“They probably weren’t expect
ing us to be like that and we prob
ably took them out of their game 
plan by shutting down their two 
middles,” explained Petoysop.: 
“Their outside hitters weren’t con
necting so we took them out of their 
game plan.”

Carroll couldn’t smash the ball 
so tried a variety of tip shots and 
roll shot over the block. Western 
dug the balls, made good passes 
and got their offense in motion.

Nicole Keyser, a 5-10 outside 
hitter, complimented Hope’s work

It's alive
The Western Montana College volleyball team showed it's 1-8 record was a fluke with a win over 

conference power Carroll College Wednesday night in Dillon. Nicole Keyser is shown spiking the ball with 
teammate Christy Southfield looking on. J.P. Plutt photo

with eight kills of her own and 
Weaver added sixr~On the defen-' 
sive side, Julie Shoen, a six-fott 
middle blocker, had eight blocks, 
Christy Southfield, another six 
footer in the middle, added seven 
blocks as did Hope. Weaver and 
Hope led the team with nine and 
eight digs, respectively.

Erin Hambiock leads the Fron

tier Conference in service aces with 
almost one a game and ’continued 
that pace with three in the match. 
Tiffan Tschida, the teams setter, 
also had three aces as well as 25 
assists.

“We worked hard all week and 
played as a team,” said Peterson. 
“We worked on terminating the 
ball, serving, making the plays."

Western Montana College def. 
Carroll College 16-14,15-10,15-9 

Western stats—Erin Hambiock 3 aces, 
3 digs; Julie Shoen 4 kills, 1 dig, 8 blocks; 
Nicole Keyser 8 kills, 5 digs, 4 blocks; 
Tiffany Tschida 3 kills, 25 assists, 3 aces, 
5 digs, 1 block; Jennifer Gordon 5 dgs, 1 
block; Christy Southfield 4 kills, 2 digs,
7 blocks; Katie Weaver 6 kills, 1 assist, 
2 aces, 9 digs; Jami Hope 11 kills, 1 ace,
8 dgis, 7 blocks.

WMC cowboys 
fall to second in 
Big Sky Region

The Western Montana College 
men’s rodeo team added 250 points 
to their total over the weekend at 
the Dawson Community College 
rodeo in Glendive, but slid from 
first to second place in the Big Sky 
Region standings as a result of a 
point explosion by the University 
of Montana.

Four of Montana’s six team 
members scored giving the Griz 
515 points for the rodeo. The Mis
soula team jumped from third 
placed to first in the Big Sky Re
gion standings.

Jake Costello paced the WMC 
men with a perfect “120” in saddle 
bronc riding at Glendive. Costello, 
the defending Big Sky Region 
saddle bronc champion, trans
ferred to Western from Dawson 
and made his homecoming a suc
cess with a first place in the long 
go, first in the short go and first in 
the average.

Costello, one of the men’s teams 
captains, drew two NFR horses out 
of Brookman’s pen, riding the first 
to a score of 72 and in the short go 
earned a 77 for his effort aboard 
Continental.

Shane Eberline, a Dillon fresh
man, leads the region in the calf 
roping event. His solid time of
11.3 won the long go round, and a
12.3 in the short go for fourth place 
put him fourth in the average and 
scoring 80 team points for the Bull
dogs.

Shane Moran represented West
ern at the CNFR last year in bull 
riding, but insists it’s not his best 
event. He’d rather climb on buck
ing horses, but at Glendive he 
barely made the short go and then 
made a great ride to place second 
in the round and third in the aver
age for 50 team points.

Moran drew a NFR horse in the 
short round in the saddle bronc 
and slapped the horse for a dis
qualification while making a great 
ride that would have placed him 
in the round and average.

Timed event hands J.D. Mulkey 
and ,Ieff Ruud bpth made it back, 
in the short round in calf roping 
but couldn’t come up with a place 
winning time. Ruud, the defend
ing Big Sky Region steer wrestler, 
celebrated his birthday while in 
Glendive. The birthday boy though 
didn’t carry any luck into the short 
go as he missed his calf and failed
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Humboldt hinders WMC's 
homecoming hapiness

A ntic ipation
W estern M ontana College true freshm an Forrest Hunbert reaches 

for a pass coring the horr~cc~.:ng cam e S r ’u 'c r.; p cr"ccrt ¿'¿n’t 
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By J.P. Plutt
The Western Montana College 

Bulldogs were on the verge on their 
first win of the season in their 
homecoming game Saturday after
noon at Vigilante Field but a run 
of bad luck in the passing game 
provided the Humboldt State of
fense with good field position too 
many times for the salty WMC 
defense to overcome. Humboldt 
won the nonconference tilt, 33-20.

In what looked like a baseball 
score for most o f the first half, 
Western went to the break leading 
10-8. Humboldt scored early on a 
special teams miscue by Western 
in which the punt snap sailed 
through the end zone scoring a 
safety for the visitors. Western 
erased the deficit in the second 
quarter with a 26 yard run by 
Scotty Glessner. During the quar
ter, Humboldt booted two field 
goals and Western one as the score 
went 0-2, 7-2, 7-5, 10-5, 10-8.

Byron Mollyneaux, the Western 
quarterback, entered the game 
with exceptional passing numbers 
versus NCAA Division II Chadron 
State and NCAA Division I-AACal 
Poly, both road games. In the two 
games, Mollyneaux completed 41 
of 82 attempts for 473 yards, a 
touchdown and an interception. 
Versus the NCAA Division II Lum- 
beijacks on Saturday, Mollyneaux 
had what coach Kludt termed a 
“bad day.”

The sophomore quarterback 
from Helena hit on 14 of 25 at
tempts for 123 yards. Those num
bers when standing alone are solid. 
But his four interceptions broke 
the back of a defense that rose to 
the occassion time and again while 
faring an opponent repeatedly get
ting the ball in good field position.

Pat Duchein, relieved 
M Jlyneaux of the QB darie- r.: 
the end of the third c ■■ r  : " '
Mo;!ynrax's fourth in* ■ ~ r. ' ‘ ;' n I o 
‘o p liiunbo’dt o’; o' noon ‘ o nnn

20-10 lead. Duchein asserted him
self right away as the field leader. 
His presence on the field seemed 
to reorient the offense and he led a 
rally that fell short late in the 
fourth quarter.

Duchein entered the fray hav
ing completed 7 of 14 passes for 54 
yards in limited action during the 
first two games. In the relievers 
role Saturday, he found his 
recievers 10 times in 22 throws for 
69 yards and a touchdown. He 
suffered a tough luck interception 
when a pass was batted into the 
air and gathered in by a Humboldt 
defensive lineman.

Duchein’s touchdown pass in 
the fourth quarter capped a drive 
in which Duchein completed five 
straight tosses without a miss and 
found Just Dahlke in the end zone 
for the score. Western’s defense 
set-up the score by getting the team 
good field position with a defen
sive stand.

W estern’s defense held 
Humboldt again and with Duchein 
at the controls, Western drove to 
the Humboldt 24 where they faced 
a fourth down and four yards to 
go. Kludt opted for the field goal 
to tie the game at 20-20.

Humboldt rallied for their own 
scoring drive capped by a 29-yard 
field goal with 3:16 left in the game 
to take a 23-20 lead.

Western’s next drive stalled and 
with time running out the Bull
dogs failed to execute a fake punt 
setting Humbodt up with excellent 
field position. They capitalized on 
teh very next play for an 18-yard 
touchdown and a 30-20 lead with 
2:23 remaining.

Kludt took blame for the unfor
tunate fake punt call rating it a 
“miscommunication”. “That took 
the wind out of our sails right, 
there," admitted the coach.

Duchein bad luck interception 
fri loved. oBo'-rina Humboldt to 
tack on a no id real v-ith bust over a

minute left in the game.
Western’s defense played ex

ceptional throughout the after
noon, and set the stage early by 
forcing a fumble and recovering on 
Humboldt’s first drive.

As Humboldt constantly re
ceived good field position from 
Molyneaux’s interceptions, the de
fense rose up blocking one field 
goal attempt, stopped the Lumber
jacks on fourth down to avert an
other score, and held for field goals 
instead of touchdowns in a few 
other cases. Humboldt scored just 
the one touchdown on what Kludt 
calls situations of‘ sudden change”.

“We did do a good job with that 
and that’s something we take pride 
in,” said Kludt. When the oppos
ing team gets the ball down deep 
in our territory form one of our 
mistakes we always try to mini
mize what they get out of it  De
fensively, we did a great job in 
sudden change.”

Kludt tabbed freshman 
cornerback Kyle Rausch as the 
team’s defensive player of the game 
with his heady play. “He saved us 
a number of times,” said Kludt 
“He’s really stepped it up for us 
big.”

Jim Bob Humphrey is the heart 
and soul of the defense and his 
leadership was evident on the field. 
Humphrey was credited with a 
team high 11 solo tackles and 4 
assists. Middle linebacker Bob 
Hankins has also been a consis
tent defender for the past three 
years and he was all over the field 
as usual, recording 10 tackles and 
4 assists. University of Montana 
transfer Josh Laslovich fits right 
in with the group as a rugged 
strong safety. Laslovich still 
makes mistakes wiri’ ° learning the 
new system, but shouic become a 
solid leader on the crew.

The two words a coach 1 ales to


