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Obituaries
Jack L. 
Dunlap

Jack L. Dunlap, 64, died in 
the Shelby hospital on Octo
ber 9, 2002 after a lengthy 
illness.

Jack was born January<l8, 
1938 to Tom and Phyliss 
Dunlap in Livingston, Mon
tana. He graduated from 
Livingston High School in 
1956. He was a star athlete 
while in school. \

He continued his educa
tion at Western Montana Col
lege, where he also excelled 
in athletics, receiving athletic 
letters in all three sports 
(basketball, football and 
track) for all four years he 
attended school. He was later 
inducted into Western's Hall 
of Fame.

He met Karen in college 
and they married in 1959. 
They moved to Valier in 1960, 
where Jack taught school for 
10 years. He loved teaching 
and coaching. He believed in 
discipline and a strong work 
ethic. He loved the beauty of 
wood, and his students made 
many wonderful projects in 
his industrial arts classes.

His children, Kathy, John, 
and Mike, were born during 
this time. Jack stopped work
ing in the school system in 
1970, but never stopped 
teaching. In June of 1970, he 
went to work for Swank Con
struction and continued to 
work for Dean as a supervi
sor until his retirement (due 
to ill health) in June 2000.

Over the years, he taught 
many young people, includ
ing his own sons, Mike and 
John, his strong work ethic. 
He was a terrific mentor to 
many co-workers, and many 
of the men are still working 
for Swank Enterprises today.

|  Jack loved the. beauty of., 
our world. The mountainsj brought him a special peace. 
He enjoyed long rides in the 
country, admiring the beau
tiful green of spring through 
the golden fruits of fall, and 
seeing deer, pheasant, or 
geese was a real pleasure.

He also loved to hunt and 
fish. The last few years, he 
and his friend Jere, enjoyed 
some great trips for that pur
pose. They also enjoyed 
working together on their 
many wood projects.

Jack is survived by his 
wife, Karen. He is also sur
vived by his daughter, Kathy 
V anM arter, her husband 
Paul, and th e ir children 
Heather, Stephen, and Lau
rel. Also surviving is his new 
great grandchild, Heather's 
daughter, Francesca. All re
side in the Dillon/Polaris 
area.

Also surviving are his son, 
Michael Dunlap, his wife 
Darcie, and their children, 
Dakota and Kindra, of East 
Helena, as well as the family 
of his deceased son John, 
Vicki Dunlap and children 
Heather Shayla, and Shelby, 
of Columbia Falls.

His grandson Je ff  
Trafalet, whom he loved and 
was very proud of, from 
Valier, also survives.

Jack is also survived by 
th ree  b ro thers, Bill (and 
Frances) of Phoenix, Arizona, 
Jim (and May) of Livingston, 
Montana, and Larry (and 
Cathy) of Dallas, Oregon, as 
well as numerous nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his pa ren ts , s is te rs  
Charlene and Marian, and his

beloved son, John.
Everybody loved Uncle 

Jack.
Jack was one of the good 

guys. He will be missed by 
everyone who knew him. He 
was a kind and gentle man 
who dearly loved his family 
and friends.

Grave side services were 
held Friday, October 11 at the 
Lakeview C em etery in 
Valier.

Memorials may be made 
to The Gift of Life.

Jessie May 
Farr 

Giudici
Jessie May Farr Giudici 

was born May 12, 1908 in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada 
to Charlie and Sarah Thomas 
Farr. She died October 26, 
2002 at Parkview Acres Care 
and Convalescent Center. She 
lived her younger years in 
the Sweet Grass area.

She graduated from high 
school at St. Matthew's Acad
emy in Kalispell and in 1929, 
she graduated from Montana 
Normal College in Dillon.

On September 13, 1929, 
she m arried Carl Francis 
Giudici in Sheridan, Montana. 
They raised two daughters, 
F rances (M rs. C harles 
R ichardson) and Bobbie 
Jeanne (Mrs. Daniel Scott), 
both of Dillon.

Jessie worked at Safeway 
and Warner's Food Store be
fore becoming secretary for 
the Beaverhead County Ex
tension Service.

Interests in her earlier 
years were helping her hus
band, Carl, develop and op
erate the first commercial 
feedlot in B eaverhead 
County.

She was a m em ber of 
N eighbors W oodcraft, 
Beaverhead Home Demon
stra tion  Club (F riendly  
Neighbors), and Past Matron 
of the Mizpah Chapter #13 of 
the Order of Eastern Star. 
Also, she was a 4-H Leader, 
Secretary for the Home Dem
onstration Council and Sec
retary for the Beaverhead 
County Fair.

She is survived by daugh
ters and sons in law, Frances 
and Charles Richardson and 
Bobbie Jeanne and Daniel 
Scott. Also surviving are 
g randdaugh ters  Danna 
Jeanne Scott Harrison of Po
laris and Carleen Richardson 
Chaffin, grandsons, Steve 
Scott and Parke Scott of 
Dillon and Don Richardson 
of Bigfork, 11 great grand
children, 2 great-great grand
children, a niece, Mrs. Arley 
(Carol) M cLaren and a 
nephew, Philip Ray Giudici.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Carl, in 1982 
and a grandson, Robert D. 
Scott and two b ro thers, 
Archie Farr and Albert Farr.

Memorials may be made 
to Beaverhead 4-H Founda
tion, Dillon Junior Fiddlers 
or the donor's choice.

A funeral service was held 
Tuesday, October 29 with 
burial in Dillon Mountain 
View Cemetery.

Benny A. 
Johnson

Cancer claimed the life of 
Benny A. Johnson, 82, on 
Monday, October 28, 2002 at 
Parkview Acres.

Benny was the youngest of 
four children born to Swan
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and Jennie Johnson on Au
gust 29, 1920, at the family 
ranch in the Big Hole Valley.

Benny was a decorated 
World War II veteran, hav
ing been injured aboard the 
USS Belknap. He was very 
proud of his service to our 
country.

He married Elizabeth J. 
Husted on May 5,1945. They 
spent the next 55 years ranch
ing in the Big Hole. His be
loved wife, Betty, passed 
away in May of 2000.

He was also preceded in 
death by his s ister Alice 
Jackm an and a b ro ther, 
Harvey. I

Surviving are one sister, 
Nora Johnson of Dillon, sons 
and daughters-in-law Paul 
(Cheri) and Joe (Sue) of Jack- 
son. Two grandchildren also 
survive: Susan Donnelly of 
Idaho Falls and Dean Johnson 
of Jackson, and four step 
grandchildren. Benny had 13 
great-grandchildren.

Benny will be rem em 
bered for his honesty, his love 
of ranching in the Big Hole, 
and his deep commitment to 
his family.

Benny was thankful for Sa
rah, a very special person.

In lieu of flowers, Benny 
requested donations to the 
Yellowstone Boys Ranch, the 
Barrett Hospital Foundation, 
or the Wisdom Ambulance.

Funeral services will be 
held Thursday, October 31 at 
2:00 p.m. at Brundage Fu
neral Chapel in Dillon.

Gunnar
Kalsta

Gunnar Kalsta, 66, died at 
home Sunday morning, Octo
ber 27, 2002, after a ten- 
month battle with cancer. 
Family members were at his 
side.

Gunnar was born in Butte 
on June 15,1936 to Lars and 
Thelma K alsta .. His early 
schooling took p lace in 
Melrose. Gunnar graduated 
from Beaverhead County 
High School in 1954, where 
he played football and ran on 
the track team.

In Septem ber 1955, 
Gunnar volunteered for the 
Army and spent part of his 
tour playing football with his 
company in Germany. Upon 
returning to the United States 
in 1957, he attended both 
Montana State University 
and Western Montana Col
lege then returned to the fam
ily ranch at Glen.

Gunnar's life was marked 
by a love of agriculture and 
conservation. He was an in
novative thinker, often find
ing a better way of doing 
things to improve his herd, 
his land, and its production. 
He was a true steward of the 
land.

As his many friends and 
neighbors can attest, he was 
a passionate and outspoken 
nonm em ber of num erous 
ranch, river and wildlife or
ganizations. Gunnar also ex
pressed a keen interest in 
geology, history, and mining.

Gunnar was preceded in 
death by his parents and in
fant sister. He is survived by 
his wife, Elaine, son Erik 
(Jami) of the family ranch,

daughters Shannon of 
M issoula and Shari of 
Puyallup, Washington. Also 
surviving are his grandchil
dren, Rhiannon and Lars, 
Maya and Sophia.

Services will be held at 
11:00 a.m. on Thursday, Oc
tober 31 at the Brundage Fu
neral Home in Dillon. The 
family requests memorials to 
B a rre tt H ospital and 
Healthcare Hospice or to the 
donor's choice.

Steven
Lawrence

Pope
Steven Lawrence Pope, 56, 

of Bellevue W ashington, 
passed away October 18,2002 
a fte r  a courageous fight 
against cancer.

Steven was born October 
21, 1946 in American Falls 
Idaho to William Reese and 
M argaret Louise Heward 
Pope, currently of Richmond, 
Utah. Steven spent his early 
childhood years on the fam
ily farms in Rockland and 
Arimo, Idaho. In 1952, his 
family purchased a ranch in 
the Big Hole basin and a win
ter home in Orem, Utah.

He spent hiss$ummers in 
the Big Hole and attended 
grades one through four in 
Orem. In 1956 the family 
made their permanent resi
dence in the Big Hole. He 
then attended grades five 
through eight in Jackson, 
M ontana and a ttended  
Beaverhead County High 
School his freshman year.

In 1961, his family moved 
to Upland, California, where 
he finished high school and 
then attended Cal Poly Tech
nical Collage at Pamona, Ca
lif.

Steven served a two year 
mission for the LDS Church 
in the Mexico Southeast Mis
sion. Upon his return, he re
sumed his education.

He married Debbie Oertly. 
To that union one child, 
Brandon Lee was born, who 
died shortly after birth and 
is buried in the Richmond 
Cemetery.

He later m arried Linda 
Regalado, to which union 
w ere born th e ir  
children John, Noelle, and 
Ryan.

Steven was married at the 
time of his passing to his lov
ing friend, caretaker and 
soul-mate, Willa.

He is survived by his par
ents, Reese and M argaret 
Pope, John and Marissa Pope, 
Provo, Utah, Michael and 
Noelle (Pope) Fernandez and 
grandson Mason of Milton,

Washington, and Ryan Pope, 
of Portland, Oregon.

Surviving brothers and 
sisters include Richard Pope 
of Irvine, California, Boyd 
and Diane (Pope) Briggs of 
Dillon, Montana, Glenn and 
Patrice Pope of Provo, Utah, 
Dave and Colleen (Pope) 
Howe of Sandy, Utah, and nu
merous aunts, uncles, cous
ins, nieces and nephews.

Steven’s hobbies included 
model trains, motorcycles, 
sports cars, reading, music, 
restoration of antique organs 
and calliopes.

He loved life and was 
loved by all who knew him. 
He will be greatly missed.

Funeral serv ices were 
held in the Richmond, Utah 
LDS chapel on Oct 25, 2002. 
Internment has taken place 
at the Richmond, Utah Cem
etery.

Ruth
Adelaide
Murray

Ruth Adelaide M urray 
died at Parkview Acres Care 
and Convalescent Center in 
Dillon on Wednesday.

She was born in Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin on March 11, 
1912 to Roy and M ildred 
Chase McFarland.

Her mother brought her 
back to the family homestead 
near Ollie, Montana when she 
was six weeks of age.

The family moved to Terry 
in 1922 where Ruth attended 
school and graduated from 
Terry High School. She went 
to Normal school in Dillon for 
one year. There, she met 
Skeets Murray.

After a year of teaching in 
Hedstrom School located 12

miles out of Brockway, she 
married N.C. "Skeets" Murray 
on June 9,1934. They lived in 
Dillon and started-Skeets 
Cafe which became famous 
for its food and pies.

Ruth enjoyed crafts, hand 
work, quilting, and garden
ing. Ruth was active in OES, 
Daughters of the Nile, the 
Presbyterian Church, Garden 
Club, and was a Rainbow 
mother.

In OES, she was the organ
is t fo r many years. She 
played piano and olrgan and 
served as organist for many 
years for Eastern Star and 
for the Presbyterian Church.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband "Skeets", two 
brothers, Bradford and Rob
ert.

She is survived by her chil
dren, Charles and his wife 
Hilda in Scott's Valley, Cali
fornia. Don and his wife Char 
in Missoula, and Sharon and 
her husband Ed Stede in Wis
dom.

She is also survived by her 
sister H arriet Welborn in 
Boise, Idaho and her brother 
Joe in Meeteetse, Wyoming, 
as well as numerous nieces 
and nephews, seven grand
ch ild ren , and five g rea t 
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be 
held Friday, November 1 at 
2:00 p.m. at Brundage Fu
neral Chapel in Dillon.

Marriages
A. Duane Keown and 

Cherlyn T. Anderson were 
married October 5,2002.

Joel Don Kasperbauer and 
Diana Lee Summers were 
married September 30,2002.

Tyler R. Rawson and Tiana 
M. Raymond were married 
September 21, 2002.

OPEN HOUSE COMMUNITY 
MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

The Big Hole Watershed Land Use Planning Group 
is sponsoring open house community meetings.

MELROSE
Wednesday, November 6,5:30-8:00 PM-School 

Wise River
Thursday, November 7,5:30-8:30 PM - Community Center

The final draft Big Hole Land Use Plan is being presented for 
comments before being recommended to county planning boards 
and commissions for adoption. The plan is based on discussions 
and recommendations from residents through a community- 
based process (2000-2002).

The final draft has been revised based on landowner concerns 
voiced during the June 2002 meetings.

Elements of the proposed plan include: A Stronger Right to 
Farm Ordinance, A Program to Purchase Conservation Ease
ments From Willing Landowners, A River Conservation Stan
dard and Guidelines to Direct Future Development and Improve 
Community Infrastructure.

We are committed to action and are working in coordination 
with County Comprehensive Plans/ Growth Policies.

For copies of the plan and comment cards, please contact 
Corky Logan at (406) 563-2677 or cjlogan@in-tch.com
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