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Get your vehicle in shape 
for the rigors of winter driving

Fall is the right time to get 
your vehicle into condition 
for winter driving demands

After summer's heat but before winter's chill, the months of 
; autumn present an ideal time for car service and maintenance. 
; Whether you do your own maintenance or depend on the pros, fall 

■ ; service lets you undo the wear and tear o f summer's tough condi- 
; tions while getting ready for colder weather ahead.

The following tips from the experts at the nonprofit National 
Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) should give 

; you a road map to fall car care. According to officials at ASE, 
• "Cold weather will only make existing problems worse. A break- 
! down, while never pleasant, can be deadly in the winter."

First things first -- Read your owner's manual and foljow the 
! manufacturer's recommended service schedules.

Engine Performance -  Get engine drivability problems (hard 
; starts, rough idling, stalling, diminished power, etc.) corrected at 
; a good repair shop. Cold weather makes existing problems worse.
; Replace dirty filters (air, fuel, PCV, etc.).

Fuel -  Put a bottle o f fuel de-icer in your tank once a month to 
; help keep moisture from freezing in the fuel line. Note, too, that a 
; gas tank that's kept filled helps prevent moisture from forming.

QU -- change yoUrjoil and oil filter as specified in your manual; 
more'ofWnTeVery 3,000 miles or so) i f  your driving is mostly 
Itop-and-go or consists o f frequent short trips.

Ceoling System -  The cooling system should be flushed and 
refilled as recommended. The level, condition, and concentration 
o f the coolant should be checked periodically. (A  50/50 mix of 
antifreeze and water is usually recommended.) D-I-Y-ers, never 

. remove the radiator cap until the engine has thoroughly cooled!
: The tightness and condition o f drive belts, clamps, and hoses 
should be checked by a pro.

Heater/Defroster -  The heater and defroster must be in good 
. working condition for passenger comfort and driver visibility.

Windshield Wipers -  Replace old blades. I f  your climate is 
harsh, purchase rubber-clad (winter) blades to fight ice build-up. 
Stock up on windshield washer solvent -  you'll be surprised how 
much you use. Carry an ice-scraper.

Battery -  The only accurate way to detect a weak battery is 
with professional equipment. Routine cere: scrape away corro
sion from posts and cable connections; clean all surfaces; re
tighten all connections. I f  battery caps are removable, check 
fluid level monthly.

A  word o f caution: Removal of cables can cause damage or loss 
o f data or codes on some newer vehicles. Check your manual. Be 
sure to avoid contact with corrosive deposits and battery acid. 
Wear eye protection and rubber gloves.

Lights -  Inspect all lights and bulbs; replace burned out bulbs; 
periodically clean road grime from all lenses. To prevent scratch
ing, never use a dry rag.

Exhaust System -  Your vehicle should be placed on a lift and 
the exhaust system examined for leaks. The trank and floor
boards should be inspected for small holes. Exhaust fumes can be 
deadly.

Tires -  Worn tires will be o f little use in winter weather. 
Examine tires for remaining tread life, uneven wearing, and 
cupping; check the sidewalls for cuts and nicks. Check tire pres
sure once a month. Let the tires "cool down" before checking the 
pressure. Rotate as recommended. Don't forget your spare, and 

’ be sure the jack is in good condition.

Emergencies -  Carry gloves, boots, blankets, flares, a small 
shovel, sand or kitty litter, tire chains, a flashlight, and a cell 
phone. Put a few "high-energy" snacks in your glove box. (ARA)

TAKE ADVAMJWWIWJWfUUUL RADIATOR DEAL!
We'll checkyourvehide's heating and cooling system, flush 
it and fill it up with new coolant - all for just *59" !

MD Auto Repair & Lube
135 E. Helena • 683-9203
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Leave the repairs to us.
Dillon Collision Center offers you 
quality work with a quick turn-around 
time to get you back on the road.

f0ur shop has the most sophisticated 
equipment in town, such as a laser 
measuring system and down-draft paint 
booth, to ensure the job is done right.

IL O N  COLLISION 
CENTER

406- 683-5278
120 W. Franklin, Dillon, M T  59725 

(across the tracks behind Williams Feed)


