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A t the debates
State House Seat 

Debby Barrett (R) (Inc.) 
Louise Bruce (D)

Opening Remarks:
Debby Barrett: I am a 50-year 

old rancher. I live 40 miles south
west of Dillon. I've been married 
for 30 years to Mike Barrett and 
we have one child, who is 23 years 
old. I graduated from Beaverhead 
County High School, and attended 
the University of Montana-West
ern.

Two years ago, I was elected 
as the state representative for 
District 34. It was an honor and a 
privilege. It's an awesome duty, 
and a huge commitment.

I'm the product of term limits. 
There are pro's and con's to term 
limits. We lost good people with 
knowledge and experience. How
ever, it did eliminate sòme of the 
"good old boy" stuff. I don't care 
who the sponsors of a bill is, I 
read the bill. I vote my con
science, my constituents, and then 
my party.

This is how I voted 1,263 times, 
and it's how I will vote in the 2003 
session if elected.

The issue of this legislature 
session is budget, budget, budget. 
We have a $3 million deficit.

We in Montana find ourselves 
at the bottom of the barrel. I agree 
with the financial experts. We're 
in a recession. After 9/11, states 
with sales tax took an immediate 
hit to their economies. But, after 
four months, they were back.

With the four states with a 
natural resource base, they were 
fine.

We need to eliminate all the 
feel good programs, reduce the 
need to do programs, and trim 
the have to-do programs. We need 
to fund what people need, not 
what they want.

Louise Bruce: I'm running as a 
Democrat for this office. Some 
people think this is kind of dan
gerous.

I've lived in Dillon for 13 years. 
I have two kids in the public 
school system and funding of edu
cation is important to me. I'm 
studying to become a paralegal 
in a distance learning program..

One reason why I chose to run, 
other than that I'm a parent, is 
Ihpf Tfft tired as a citizen of guf- 

’ fering from hope and broken 
promises. Broken promises in the 
form of lower utility bills. Bro
ken promises in the form of tax 
breaks. And, in the weakening of 
environmental legislation which 
was supposed to bring jobs. Nei
ther of which happened. Educa
tion took a huge hit.

We're looking at a situation of 
having to do a Hail Mary play to 
get funding for education. The 
University of Montana Western 
serves a unique role. It serves an 
opportunity for rural kids in the 
community to stay in a rural com
munity.

How do you stand on the sec
ond amendment and how do you 
stand on the Endangered Species 
Act?

Louise Bruce: The second 
amendment is important to you, I 
gather. It's pretty important to 
me. I hunt, I fish, and I don't think 
controlling weapons is the right 
thing.

The Endangered Species Act, 
I think, is an important piece of 
legislation for this country. It be
came a law when Richard Nixon 
was in office. I think Richard 
Nixon was the last Republican en
vironmentalist. I've supported it 
in the past.

I think we can build into that 
law programs for landowners to 
protect those species. We can re- 

. ward them for doing a good job. 
;-A lot of private lands provide win
der range, and winter forage. Mi
gration corridors are on private 
¿lands. We’re going to have to fig
u re  out a way for landowners to 
■protect habitat so we can enjoy 
•wildlife.
» Debby Barrett: The second 
ramendment, I support whole
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heartedly. The Endangered Spe
cies Act is one of the most abused 
laws in our country. It started 
without even an inventory of the 
species. It has been abused to dis
allow the use of public lands. It 
could be done away with. Maybe 
not completely, but we can't give 
up jobs and income.

How do you view the relation
ship of your office to the public 
and how will you improve the of
fice to bring better service to the 
people whom you represent?

Barrett: I will vote my con
science, my constituents, and then 
my party. I don't have a job, I live 
on the ranch. That prepares you 
perfectly for legislature because 
you have to do all the jobs. I stand 
behind my voting record. I'm a 
good public servant and I enjoy 
it.

Bruce: Most importantly, I'm 
a very solution-oriented person. 
We're facing tough decisions. I'll 
work with anyone who's solution- 
oriented. You can't be committed 
to looking in the rearview mirror 
while we're driving 90 miles per 
hour.

A local program, Montana 
Youth ChalleNGe is a creature of 
the legislature, depending upon 
it for money to match federal 
funding. Both of you have been 
involved with the program in vari
ous ways. Will you please reiter
ate your involvement with the 
program, and how will you work 
to assure its continued existence 
in the next funding cycle?

Barrett: I was introduced to 
the Montana Youth ChalleNGe 
program officially on a debate 
right here two years ago, I imme
diately visited the program and 
started to learn about the pro
gram.

I've been to Helena when new 
recruits were brought in. I have 
defended it on the floor with my 
life. This program will not leave

this town or this campus unless 
they pry it from my cold fingers. 
It will take some cuts. It came up 
in the regular session and in the 
special session. In the special ses
sion, three amendments were 
made to do away with the pro
gram. I brought the vote up to 75 
for the program.

Bruce: I have a special rela
tionship with the program. It goes 
back to when Sheila Stearns, 
Chancellor Hulbert's predeces
sor, was promoting the program. 
She asked me to go to the legisla
ture and talk to people about it.

The second time, the first 
Youth ChalleNGe program to be 
brought onto the campus, they did 
not screen their candidates. Some 
cadets felt a need to get away, 
and they stole my pickup truck. I 
have a special relationship with 
the program, (laugh) |

I am committed to keeping the 
program on the campus of the 
University of Montana Western. 
With the current condition of lack 
of funding and legislature's lack 
of support, it takes some of the 
financial burden off of the Uni
versity of Montana Western.

Barrett: I defended it on the 
merits of the program. It's always 
been a member of the legislature 
that brings up what a benefit it is 
to the University of Montana 
Western. I always look at it from 
the view of the participants.

Montana is, according to Gov
ernor Martz' office, facing a bud
get shortfall of $300 million or 
more over the next biennium. She 
has stated that she wants the en
tire shortfall to be made up In 
cuts, without tax increases. What 
is your opinion of her 
request....and if taxes should be 
raised, in what areas should they 
be done and to what percentage, 
if any, should the shortfall be 
made up with new revenue?

Bruce: First, I don't agree with 
the governor at all. Montanans

need to look at thé tax system. 
We need tax reform. You can't 
layer tax after tax or give tax 
breaks to some and not the other. 
Those Hail Mary plays are not 
going to work.

Wholesale cuts and not look
ing at tax reform, not looking at 
the uninsured, the elderly, those 
are the people that get hurt first 
and the most.

Barrett: Montana got itself into 
a predicament, funding many pro
grams with one-time funding. The 
government is set, even if you 
don't increase it, our government 
is set to grow seven percent each 
year. The governor has proposed 
that we need some cuts. She has 
proposed letting each department 
head decide what programs to cut.

We need tax reform in this 
state, and I'm hoping this can hap
pen to some degree. Leave it to 
the experts what to cut and where. 
With tax reform, I could support 
an increase in an area if there is 
relief in another area.

During the next session, it is a 
given that many budget cuts will 
be necessitated. Name your top 
five areas for budget cutting and 
to what extent those budgets 
should be trimmed.

Barrett: First, eliminate your 
feel good programs. Tax dollars 
that come to communities in small 
grants. Perhaps the art council. 
Conservation grants. People could 
get by without these grants. 
There are other things in Helena 
that could be cut, like the Mon
tana Consensus Council. They 
have an office and no budget. 
They have to get a grant so they 
can do a job. Things that are not 
essential.

Bruce: I think the choice of 
cutting the arts council is bad. 
The arts are integral. Our com
munity has benefitted tremen
dously from the arts council. Mon
tana is at the bottom of the list as 
far as cutting the arts. Under the

first Bush presidency, funding for 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts was at its highest.

The deficit could be reduced 
by going to the department heads 
and having them look at where 
we can tighten our belts. Across 
the board cuts hurt the elderly, 
children and the mentally ill the 
most. How do we take advantage 
of people coming to the state to 
enjoy our recreational opportuni
ties? We need to look at those 
types of economic options.

Both of you have been active 
in political circles, and both have 
been active in local or state poli
tics, serving in leadership roles. 
As partisan politicians, how will 
you assure that all Beaverhead 
County residents and their issues, 
regardless of party affiliation, 
will be adequately represented?

Bruce: When I decided to par
ticipate in this race, one of the 
things I looked at was what does 
Debby Barrett vote for? She says 
she votes party line last but her 
voting record does not bear that 
out. Her voting records with la
bor issues has represented-the 
labor interest less than 10 per
cent of the time. She represents a 
very narrow constituency. The 
average Montana college student 
graduates with $18,000 of under
graduate debt.

I have proven and demon
strated that I care about the fu
ture of this area and the future of 
Montana. I want to make sure our 
children have a good future in 
this state.

Barrett: I have always been a 
Republican and a conservative. I 
favor smaller government and 
fewer taxes. I have tried to make 
politics more user friendly. It 
breaks my heart to hear people 
say they hate government. I want 
to try to get people involved in 
government. It's your govern
ment. I work for you. I serve you.

The local economy has been 
affected by stream management 
on local trout streams. In 2002, 
angler expenditures on the Bea
verhead saw a decline of 2J mil
lion from the year 2001. Any out
fitter will tell you this manage
ment plan has been devastating. 
What would you do to help these 
business owners?

Bruce: Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
and Fish and Game were reluc
tant to look at management. A 
group of concerned citizens came 
together and tried to look at over
crowding. I don't think they were 
rewarded for their hard work. I 
really don't think the folks in the 
state who managoe fish have 
looked seriously at the fact that 
we have an industry that needs 
more management.

I would recommend that the 
owners of flyshops and their 
guides work through these orga
nizations. They could pick up the 
ball and run with it. Otherwise, 
it's a free for all. We have up years 
and down years.

Particularly this laist year, the 
water was low. This industry, like 
ranching, is dependant on the 
weather. People in that industry 
need to step up to the plate and 
provide the maximum amount of 
input.

Barrett: I assume you mean 
the river rules? They had nothing 
to do with the fish. They were 
about overcrowding. I don't think 
biologists and Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks are trained to deal with con
flicts. FWP overstepped their 
boundary. They have no right to 
control businesses. Business own
ers have a right to have a say in 
their business.

There is a lawsuit on this is
sue. FOAM is suing and I'm glad 
they're suing. Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks has a new stream commit
tee. A lot of people are setting on 
there. It's supposed to be to deal
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2002 Campaign Kickoff
Coffee and Donuts - 9 a.m.
Friday, November 1 • Dillon Elks

Come join the United Way of Beaverhead County's board mem
bers as they kick off the 2002 Fund-raising Campaign. United 
Way agency representatives will be available to answer ques
tions.

We need to raise at least $100,000 during November to help over 
50 local organizations achieve their goals in making Beaverhead 
County a better place for us all.

Your money stays right here in Beaverhead County to help local 
people with local projects. We need your help now more than 
ever. Won’t you please help? Pledge forms are available at the 
Dillon Tribune, or contributions can be sent to us directly.

f t  United Way
unibedvfey o f B e a v e rh e a d  C o u n ty

Box 263 • Dillon, Montana 59725 • 683-4269


