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Continued from previous page wrong. There was not anywhere 
tee. A lot of people are setting on near $478 million in tax cuts to 
there. It's supposed to be to deal corporations, 
with conflict issues. They need to The voters got rid of game 
get definitions and criteria. To my farms, these people were doing
knowledge, they don't have a defi- what they were doing legally and
nition o f "crowding". lawfully. They provided $110 mil-

They shut down the economy, lion a year in revenue'we don't 
It hurt CPA's, restaurants. I've have now. 
talked to business owners, and
because of the rules, Saturday During the past few years, 
nights were dead. with a Republican controlled leg-

Bruce: I think I heard Debby islature and governor's mansion, 
Barrett advise some sort of posi- we have experienced a variety of 
tive thing for conservation! To deregulation measures, in a vari- 
people who are involved, you ab- ety of areas, including energy. 
solutelyhavetostayinvolved.be- Please give your opinion on the 
cause if  you don't, others will be success or failure of such mea- 
making the rules that involve your sure, and outline briefly what the 
business. legislature should do in this ses

sion to address your concerns.
What detailed plan do you have Bruce: Deregulation is a fail-

to bring more, better paying jobs ure. We were promised that we 
to Montana? would have lower utility rates and

Barrett: Montana was a natu- we don't. This year, we have an 
ral resource state in the past, initiative to buy dams. With this 
That's why it is called the Trea- initiative, Montana can decide
sure State. It isn't wildlife and what goes on in its rivers. De
fish. regulation was a complete fail-

The real treasures are what ure. I hope 1-145 passes. It would 
we can harvest and extract. This create a situation where we cre- 
provides good paying jobs and ate a public power, 
they aren't a drain on government. Barrett: Deregulation started 
They will have healthcare, they with the federal government. I 
will have insurance. think Montana did what they had

Good environmental laws will to do at the time. WI am totally 
protect the land. Resource use opposed to 1-145. Forty-four per- 
doesn't drive those away. People cent of our power users depend 
want clean industries to come in. on hydropower. You have to un
people were saying that this was derstand the grids. Certain grids 
going to be the next Silicon Val- Bo certain ways. Companies in the 
ley, it didn't happen. We don't have state selling power are doing a 
to go to war for oil. We have it good job. Buying dams won't help 
right here. our rural electric cooperative cus-

Bruce: We have to reverse tomers. 
what the Republican administra
tions have done over the last 10 Closing statements
years. Over $400 million in tax Bruce: I encourage everyone 
credits were given away but we to look at the issues before you 
haven't seen the jobs. In the last vote. Make thoughtful decisions 
10 years, they have weakened about who you would like to have 
major environmental policies, represent you in the legislature. 
Where are the jobs? We can't go The Republicans can't do the 
back to when we could extract, math, their math is fuzzy. I want 
We are in a global economy. to know what my future is going 

What we need is not large tim- to be like, 
ber mills, but smaller producers. Debby Barrett says 44 percent 
We can't just focus on looking at o f electric customers will be af- 
natural resource extraction. fected by Initiative 14S. That's 

Barrett: What she said is nearly half the people in the state.
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J ____ Dillon Senior Citizen Center 7:00 A .M .

2 Dillon-Rural Dillon M iddle School 7:00 A .M .

3 Dillon-Rural Forest Service Building 7:00 A .M .

4 Lima Fire Hall 7:00 A .M .

5 Dell Community Hall 12:00 Noon

6 Dillon B.W . Lodge Gymnasium 7:00 A .M .

2 ____ Dillon-Rural B LM  Building 7:00 A .M .

8 Grant School Building 12:00 Noon

9 Dillon-Rural Courthouse 7:00 A .M .

12 '■ r
r  Dillon Vinevard Church (Lutheran) 7:00 A .M .

14 Dillon Bicentennial Ants. 7:00 A.M .

17 Birch Creek Reichte School 12:00 Noon

18 Glen Reichle School 12:00 Noon

19 Polaris Polaris School 12:00 Noon

20 Jackson School Building 12:00 Noon

21 Wisdom Community Hall 12:00 Noon

23 W ise R iver W ise R iver Fire Hall 12:00 Noon

She's willing to say it's only half 
of the state, so what does it mat
ter?

On the issue o f game farms, it 
was a very small price to pay to 
insure that our wild game herds

don't contract Chronic Wasting 
Disease. I'm glad they did.

Barrett: Unfortunately, in this 
state, we recognize that you have 
the right to a clean and healthful 
environment. That's all they rec-

County Attorney 
Tom Scott (D) (Inc) 

Mike Riley (R)
Opening statements

Mike Riley: I have lived in Dil
lon since I was six months old. I 
am a graduate of Beaverhead 
County High School, University 
of Montana-Western, graduate 
school at the University of Mon
tana and the UM Law School.
1 Our family roots have been 
here since 1950, working with the 
livestock industry. I entered cor
porate law practice, and provided 
legal services for students at UM- 
W since 1982, one of the newest 
programs in Montana at that time.

I represented students and 
gave advice for student officials 
for 20 years.

I have defended students in 
courts, worked on civil matters 
and with student government 
leaders.

I was often faced with church/ 
state issues and having to recog
nize different voices and not vio
late individual rights. It led to 
communications in 1998 that 
eventually resulted in starting the 
student radio station.

I have a broad range of expe
rience. It has been an area of law 
which has equipped me to give 
advice during difficult times. I 
feel strongly that it is experience 
I can duplicate in representing 
the citizens o f Beaverhead 
County.

My commitment to the com
munity is an important part of 
my life. My full time will be de
voted to the needs of the people 
of Beaverhead County., It's time 
for a county attorney who does 
not have another emphasis.

Tom Scott: I am 52 years old, I 
am married to Mardel and we 
have two daughters, Kathleen and 
Sarah.

I graduated from from high 
school in 1969, served four years 
in the United States Marine Corps 
and started college in 1973 at 
Montana State University in com
puter science, back when com
puters had vacuum tubes! I com
pleted law school in 1989 at the 
University o f Montana. I was 
deputy county attorney for six 
and a half years before being 
elected to the post. I have been 
reelected each time over 16 years.

I hWe pro^ciited almost ev
ery case bn the books, including 
adults and proceedings on juve
niles and I have been involved in 
couqtless proceedings of abused 
youths and termination of paren
tal rights.

The best compliment person 
can have is the support of the 
people he is working with. I have 
the overwhelming support of the 
officers of the police and Sheriff's 
Office, Fish and Game officers 
and the coroner. I f  I did not do a 
good job I could not have that 
support. I have the encourage
ment and support o f retired judge 
Frank M. Davis.

I served in many community 
efforts, including being past 
president o f the Dillon Jaycees. I 
was instrumental in helping start

the D.A.R.E. program here.

What do you feel is your most 
important qualification that 
should influence people to vote 
for you in the November election?

Tom Scott: My vast experi
ence, and the confidence of a ju
dicial system which trusts you.

Mike Riley: My hallmark is 
integrity and honesty. I have the 
ability to listen with fresh ears 
and a fresh heart.

There is value in experience. 
There is also a value in bringing 
new life to a situation, in being 
able make these kinds of fresh 
solutions.

How do you view the relation
ship of your office to the public 
and how will you improve the of
fice to bring better service to the 
people whom you represent?

Mike Riley: It is important to 
listen to those who come before 
you, including officers and those 
with or without counsel. It is be
ing accessible in bringing solu
tions to problems. Once the pro
cess is finished, then trust is the 
result.

Tom Scott: Obviously my of
fice is open on a daily basis. It is a 
very open policy. Mr. Riley makes 
reference about it being neces
sary to seek solutions. He has a 
lack of appreciation of what the 
office is. You need to be a strong 
advocate, an advocate on the part 
of the state, the county and the 
city.

Mr. Riley, you have cam
paigned on the need for a full
time county attorney, compared 
to the present 60% position and a 
part-time deputy county attorney. 
Will each candidate please explain 
their positions on the required 
work, and how it can be justified 
by current budgetary restraints. 
What role, i f  any, will the current 
deputy county attorney continue 
to play in the conduct of your of
fice?

Mike Riley: The amount of 
time anyone spends is not related 
to the number of dollars they 
earn. I would spend the time 
needed without outside influ
ences.

The current budget is suffi
cient for me to serve with out an 
additional outside practice. I 
would make arrangements for the 
deputy county attorney to con
tinue as a position.

Tom Scott: Since I been county 
attorney I have devoted the time 
necessary. I work far beyond the 
60 percent. I can say I do what
ever it takes to do the job.

A portion of your job is to pro
vide prosection, for the issuance 
of bad checks. How good a job do 
you perceive the office of county 
attorney is currently doing? What 
improvements can be under
taken?

Tom Scott: I have developed a 
specific system for bad checks, 
including incidental checks and 
check scams.

Montana law provides a five 
day notice, to give the person an 
opportunity to clear the check. 
Businesses need to give a 10 day
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ognize.

They will protect your right to 
a clean and healthful environment 
and that's all.

I will protect all of your un
alienable rights. To the pursuit of
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written for individuals.

My office deals with literally 
hundreds of checks a year. Busi
nesses need a date of birth or So
cial Security number to allow 
prosecution to proceed.

Mike Riley: The system in 
place relies on communications 
with the business community. I f  
the check is for a significant 
amount of money, it needs the 
additional power of the county 
attorney. I have heard a great deal 
of dissatisfaction with the system.

On occasion, in past years, sev- 
eral prosecutions have been 
dropped because of speedy trail 
requirements and delays in pros
ecutions. Why do such actions 
occur and how can they mitigated 
in the future?

Mike Riley: Timeliness and 
justice are equated. If  charges are 
not sufficient, the county attor
ney needs to say this is not going 
to continue. It's the burden of the 
state to bring the case.

Tom Scott: The principal rea
sons are because o f defense 
council's requests for delay. Since 
Judge Tucker has implemented 
quick omnibus hearings, the 
judge sets the case for trial.

Criminal prosecutions are a 
major part of your office. Please 
outline your experience that 
would show you could be, or are, 
a successful prosecutor. What 
guidelines will you use in decid
ing how and when to prosecute 
accusations of criminal behavior?

Tom Scott: I have been a pros
ecutor for 22 and a half years, 
virtually every type of case. I 
enjoy the endorsement of law en
forcement, their overwhelming 
endorsement. The prosecutor 
needs all elements to be shown 
for a good prosecution.

Mike Riley: I have limited 
prosecution, but have the inverse 
experience as a defense attorney. 
The process is the same. I have 
had the experience of defending 
clients' rights for 20 years. The 
rules don't change, but the conse
quences do.

You have to make your choice 
based on the seriousness of the 
issue and the possibility of ob
taining a conviction. You make 
the decision based on facts.

How much weight do you give 
to victims?

Tom Scott: Noting the county 
attorney has to distinguish types 
o f cases, and that there is a 
victim's advocate who handles 
most of the interaction with vic
tims, Scott said, "I don't always 
agree with what the victim wants, 
for example, in the case of abuse, 
where you simply put the victim 
back into danger if you don't pros- 
ecute.'1

Mike Riley: 1 agree with Mr. 
Scott on domestic abuse. You can't 
change your mind if you have 
brought the charges. In other 
cases what the victim wants needs 
to be considered.

What role does plea bargain
ing play, in your opinion, in your 
prosection strategies?

Tom Scott: There are so many 
prosecutions filed there is way 
all could come to a conclusion 
without pleas. They are a neces
sary evil.

Mike Riley: Plea bargains are 
not an evil. They are endorsed by 
courts. They begin the discussion 
at the earliest time to determine 
what the accused feels justice 
should be and if it agrees with the 
needs of the county.

Recently a school clerk in Wis
dom was successfully prosecuted 
for stealing funds. Recently an
other public official was allowed 
to resign without prosecution over
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life's basic necessities. I will pro
tect your right to acquire posses
sions and private property. My 
opponent will protect your right 
to a clean and healthful environ
ment.

what the official admitted in a 
letter was an impropriety deal
ing with public funds. Is this a 
double standard? What criteria 
should be used in deciding to pros
ecute public officials accused of 
impropriety in office?

Mike Riley: I  don't have all the 
facts, appearances of favoritism 
should be avoided at all costs as 
well as vendettas. It is in the best 
interest to ask for a special pros
ecutor from an outside area.

Tom Scott: The proposition is 
that every persQn is prosecuted 
fairly. In the case o f Sheriff 
Reeder, I did not prosecute on 
the basis of history and experi
ence. Scott noted a former sher
iff, who was suspended with pay, 
had been prosecuted earlier. 
"That sheriff went through a trial; 
was convicted and appealed, and 
all the while he received salary." 
The cost to the county, Scott said, 
"was in excess of $60,000."

What I saw in the prosecution 
of Sheriff Reeder was he would 
be suspended and outside pros
ecution would be used.

For the amount of the prop
erty converted it was not worth it 
in any fashion.

What is the condition o f illegal 
drug use in the county. What steps 
are you taking, or advocating, to 
mitigate the situation?

Tom Scott: There has been a 
significant increase in drug use. 
There is serious use o f 
methaphetamines, and a great in
crease in the of intravenous drug 
use of methaphetamines by those 
18 to 25.

Methaphetamine use is now 
reaching into the rural areas. I 
have prosecuted a large number 
o f individuals for major drugs.

Mike Riley: Drug use is wrong. 
In the past three years the num
ber of charges have increased 
expotentialiy. I feel the pressure 
o f the law for distributing should 
be as tough as the law can be, but 
there is another component. And 
that's why do people use drugs?

The community's resources 
need to be tapped. Science seems 
to be suggesting drug use might 
be based in biology. The system 
needs to accommodate the advice 
o f professionals.

What is the impact of budget 
cuts in the field of mental health?

Mike Riley: The questmr goes , 
ttithbhedrtbfhttw wdTidb 
whose own resources cant dd the 
job. We still need to find ways tb' 
deal with things that come from, 
environment and biology. It is the 
ability of people to work with 
people. I call upon the commu
nity to absorb cuts to help people.

Tom Scott: There is an impact 
on Beaverhead County from cuts 
in mental health and in human 
services. Both are very critical. 
We are seeing an increase in indi
viduals not being provided with 
services and their problems con
tinue to become worse. Commit
ment is expensive. It is much bet
ter to deal with up front.

Closing statements
Tom Scott: My experience as 

a prosecutor, and in dealing with 
drugs and alcohol, the ever in
creasing number of drug abuse 
cases have created dysfunctional 
families and abuse or neglect of 
children. In order to address these 
and other issues you need a pros
ecutor with experience.

Mike Riley: I am seeking your 
vote. I have had a broad range of 
experience for 20 years, and al
though I am not a prosecutor, but 
my experience has been in the 
defense of constitutional rights... 
a basic freedom.

I will devote my whole energy 
and time to the office. This is a 
time for a new voice for justice.

I want to close this series by summing up 
why 1 am seeking your vote for Beaverhead
County Attorney. First, I have a broad range o f legal experience which I can 
apply to the office. Second, I would devote my whole energy and time to the 
people o f  Beaverhead County. Third, I believe that is time for change.

Lastly, I want to serve as a "New Voice for Justice." Many .many o f you 
have told me during this campaign that your personal experience with the 
office o f county attorney has left you angry, disappointed, frustrated and 
confused. Many o f you said that you felt that your voice was not heard and 
that you felt alienated.

I f  elected, I will work hard to change that experience; I will work to make 
you feel that justice has been done for you and those you care about.

Please vote; it is the greatest expression o f our freedom.
I f  you have any questions or have any opinions you want to discuss, please 

feel free to call me at 683-2201 or 683-5515.
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