
W alking the Beavers open playoff run Saturday 
versus Laurel in football doubleheader
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By J.P. Plutt
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was most likely a factor of the games 
being played on the west coast. Ab 
¡late as those games concluded here 
jin Montana, it was real late back east 
Lwhere all the people are.
(  i th e  rattans certainly weren't down 
¡due to a lack of excitement. The emo
tional up and down ride those teams 
¡gave baseball fans was exhilarating.
I With that being said, I loved what 
¡Giahts manager Dusty Baker did with 
¡his dugout rules. He let the players 
[have their kids in the dugout during 
Wh*. Wprkt: Séries. Those kids will 
ïhetar forget that week and a half. 1 
wonder how long it will take one of 
those little uniforms to show up on e- 

¡bay?
! That little Baker kid sure stole the 
[show. How about those tears when 
¡his dad's team ended up on the losing 
¡end. In any event, Baker did a neat 
(thing with the philosophy.
1 I read a neat story in the Oct. 21 
edition of Sports Illustrated. Steve

flluahin wrote an column titled 'They 
fkid You Not". In the story, he gave 
• example after example of these great 
¡pro athletes in their greatest mo- 
jments, saying the same thing time 
¡after time~"I felt like a kid again", or 
¡"It was fun, I felt like a kid again." "I 
felt like a little kid".

t  it'« a great story. To me, it empha
sizes what athletics; should be when 
broken down to basics. They should 

i fun. Have fun, adults act like kids,, 
a't it disturbing when kids don't ap-

these

.My teams

I Speaking of having fun, what an 
[outstanding fall on the local sports 
[scene. Every team I cover is having 
[or has had an exceptional season. I've 
•just got tp sit back and figure out 
[which squad is going to win the next 
[state title.
[■ And wouldn't it be fun if you could 
[arrange match-ups at mid-season. 
[Thoie dam  schedules are arranged 
[way in advance, but I'd like to see a 
•few contests. How about the Lady 
[Beaver golf team versus the Lady 
[Bulldog golfteam of UM-W?
[ ’ I'd like to see the Twin Bridges 
[Lady Falconi serve up a volleyball 
[match in B.W. Lodge Gym versus the 
•Dillon Lady Beavers?
[ Not only are my local teams doing 
[fantastic; all my teams are stepping 
[up this year. Of course, the Green 
[Bay Packers, th£ greatest team in the 
[history of" the National Football 
[League, is sitting at 6-1 with the best 
[record in the conference. And not 
*only that, no player in the NFL has 
[the game in perspective as much, nor 
[has as much fun as Brett Farve, the 
[greatest quarterback in the history 
[of the National Football League.

(The ;last time I wrote about the 
•Packers^ Doug Briggs told me I had 
[to give equal time to the Vikings. The 
[Minnesota Vikihgs.....it's too easy, I'm 
[going to jet the Viking fans suffer 
[silehdy)[ [ ' :
[ . Anyway, how about the Fighting 
[Irish of Notre Dame. Yes. It's been a 
•while since they've been fun to watch 
[on television.
[ Winter Sports
! I agree, it's too early for college 

■ [basketball. I want to sit back and 
"enjoy Dillon's playoff run in class A 
[football and see what the Lady Bea- 
•vers can do jui volleyball, and watch 
«Bob McLean work his magic down in 
[Twin Bridges...but, there is going to 
[be some great hoops in the area this 
[winter. But let's hot forget those Lady 
[Bulldog volleyball players. They 
•played the best match I've seen in my 
[ten years at the paper when they 
[crushed Lewis-Clark the other night. 
[That is a special squad that might 
[very weD end up at the national tour- 
inament. And the Bulldog football 
[team. I can't wait for the rematch 
[with Carroll. Heck, the game with 
•Tech this weekend is going to be fun.

Dillon vs Laurel at 11 a.m.; 
UM-W  vs Tech at 2:30 p.m.

By J.P. Plutt
The Dillon Beavers will face the 

Laurel Locomotiveis Saturday at 
Dillon's Vigilante Field in the 
quarterfinal round of the Class A play
off series. Game time is set for 11 
a.m. due to a time sharing plan with 
the UM-Western Bulldogs who will 
play Montana Tech at 2:30 that after
noon.

Ticket booths for the Western 
game open at 9:30 a.m. Admission is 
$5 for adults and $4 for students. All- 
season passes and student activity 
tickets are not honored at MHSA post 
season events.

Laurel comes in with a deceptive 
6-3 record. The Locomotives have 
won four in a row, including a first 
round playoff win over Hardin last 
week.

Laurel ended the year tied with 
Havre for the Central A title but lost 
out on the head-to-head tie-breaker. 
Still, Laurel topped the league in to
tal offense and total defense.

The run first, I formation, option 
attack is keyed by quarterback Jeff 
Fisher, a 160-pound senior. Fisher

Continued to page B-3

Kirby leads U M -W  rally over 
Rocky Mountain Bears, 31-28

The UM-Western defense gave Bulldog quarterback Travis Kirby 
the ball in the closing minutes of their Frontier Conference ball game 
versus the Rocky Mountain Bears at Billings Saturday, and the senior 
marched his team downfield on a game winning drive to keep Western's 
league title hopes alive.

It was a game in which the statistics reflected the closeness of the 
final score. Both teams totaled over 430 yards of offense, and up and 
down the stat sheets, the numbers were equally close. It was one of 
those games that would be decided by who had the ball last.

Going into the fourth quarter, Western led 24-14, with Rocky's first 
touchdown coming courtest a Travis Salter interception and return to 
the Western two-yard line. While Rocky took advantage of their 
opportunities, Western settled for Eric Zahler field goals of 30,41, and 
24 yards instead of touchdowns. Saffery Silva answered Salters' inter-

ContlniMd to page B-3

Sheridan Panthers claw St. Regis Tigers, 58-7
Top Dawgs dominate

Walled off
UM-Western's Katherine Sunwali and Amy White (right) deny a 

Montana Tech kill attempt last Wednesday in the Lady Bulldogs 3-1 
win over the 'Diggers. With just three matches remaining in the 
regular season versus team's with a combined four wins, Western 
appears to be heading to the Frontier tourney as the top-seed. j .p . 
Phitt photo

Lady Dawgs step up
UM-Western netters smoke L-C 

State in "Senior Night” home finale
By J.P. Plutt
After a somewhat ugly win over Montana Tech last Wednesday night, 

the UM-Western Lady Bulldogs put together a near flawless, dominating 
performance in routing Lewis-Clark State Friday evening. The 3-0 sweep 
came during "Senior-Parent" night for Lady Bulldog seniors Katie Stokes, 
Kristi Chidester and Annawyn Ballou.

1  felt really good about that," said UM-W coach Jenny Peterson of the 
win. "The girls came out ready to play and we didn't stop. I think our 
defense is doing a much better job than earlier in the season and it's a big 
difference for us.”

The Lady Bulldogs dominated the net with three solo blocks and 16 
block assists for 11 total team blocks compared to three team blocks 
from the Lady Warriors. If the block didn't go down. Western got a hand 
on the ball and the back row defense dug the ball and passed it up to the 
setter to put Western's quick offense in motion. Eventually, the execu
tion flat broke the spirit of the one-time regional power.

Western hammered 42 kills with just 14 errors for a .298 hitting 
percentage while the Lady Dawg defense frustrated L-C into a error 
filled hitting night The Idaho team put down 38 kills, but made 27 errors 
and just .096.

Western' ssetters kept the L-C defense off balance by moving the ball 
up and down the net with quick accurate sets, forcing L-C to scramble

Continued to page B-2

By J.P. Plutt
The Sheridan Panthers took their 

first step in the playoffs since a semi
final run in 1993 and made the most 
of it with a 57-8 dismantling of St. 
Regis. The victory sends Sheridan 
on to a quarterfinal matchup Satur
day at third-ranked Harlowton.

The draw was a perfect fit for 
Sheridan. The Panthers have the 
toughness to weather a straight ahead 
power football game and the speed to 
take advantage of an opponent loaded 
with size but slow on the perimeter. 
A scoreless first quarter didn't give 
an indication of Sheridan's impend
ing offensive explosion.

"It was a little bit shaky at first, 
but then we got the ball rolling offen
sively and we were able to get some 
points on the board," said Sheridan 
coach Ed Burke. "Part of it was I 
really didn't follow my own advice.”

Burke wrote a note to himself be
fore the game that he needed to uti
lize his team's speed on the outside 
with sweeps and option. In the early 
going he tried to go head-to-head with 
the large St. Regis front.

"I really didn't follow that advice

ContiniMd to pago B-3

Sheridan's Brian Allhands breaks 
loose on a punt return during the 
Panther's 57-8 win over St. Regis 
in the first round of the class C
playoffs, j .p . Plutt photo

Lima, Belfry go down 
to the wire, 36-35

By J.P. Plutt
In a six-man football game that 

would determine a Southern division 
playoff representative, Belfry topped 
Lima 36-35 in a Saturday afternoon 
shoot-out on the Bears' home field.

Lima struck first when Charlie 
Clark busted the opening kickoff 57 
yards before being hauled down. He 
capped the drive with a two-yard 
plunge for the first of three touch
downs on the day by the 6-1, 195-

pound junior. Conrad McGinley car
ried in the extra point run to give 
Lima the early 7-0 lead (in six-man 
football, a conversion run is worth 
one point while a kick is worth two 
points). Conversions would eventu
ally spell the difference in the game 
as each team would tally five touch
downs.

Belfry answered with a blow to 

Continued to page B-3

Mauling
Lima Bear Jasper Schroder pounces on Belfry Bat quarterback Glynn 

Maddox for a second half sack during the six-man football battle between 
the two schools for the right to advance to the playoff bracket. Belfry won 
the wild contest, 36-35. J. P. Plutt photo


