
Carpita Building lien 
release may mean 
progress for city plan

By Elaine Spicer
Commission Chair Mike McGinley has re

ceived notification from the Department of Rev
enue and Department of Labor and Industry in 
Helena of partial lien releases for a building 
commonly known as "the Carpita building” in 
Dillon. Discussions have been underway between 
City of Dillon officials and the county in regards 
to the empty building, actually two adjacent build
ings, with the city eyeing the potential parking 
space.

Beaverhead County will now move ahead with 
its proposal to cancel any back taxes owed which 
can legally be eliminated, said McGinley. All 
county mils can be eliminated. Once that has 
occurred, the city will be authorized to take own
ership of the site, though a public hearing is 
required. The hearing will be scheduled at a 
later date.

McGinley said the county is in the process of 
notifying entities involved whose back taxes can
not be immediately eliminated by the county, 
including school districts, the hospital district, 
and the conservation district. The county hopes 
most of those districts will okay losing the funds 
from those taxes, which are owed from 1994- 
2005. He presumes approximately $600 will not 
be able to be absolved, with the city to pay those 
fees.

"It makes a good time for the city to take 
ownership if their Montana Street project goes 
through," noted McGinley.

County hears Big 
Hole set-back ideas 
in area meetings

By Elaine Spicer
The proposed Big Hole River Conservation 

Development Standards was the topic of several 
public meetings throughout Beaverhead County 
last week.

According to Commission Chair Mike 
McGinley, the Monday and Tuesday meetings, 
held in Dillon and Wisdom, met with major sup
port of the standards. The Wise River meeting, 
however, did meet with some negative comments, 
he said, mostly related to concerns over 
"grandfathering" of already existing buildings 
and structural alterations to those buildings.

The standards include a review process for 
developments if construction is to be within a 
500-foot setback from the Big Hole River's mean 
high water mark. Also included is a 150-foot 
setback from the mean high water mark of the 
main stem of the river and secón dary Big Hole 
River channels with established floodplains.

See SETBACK on Page A-3

Congdon continues 
recovery from Dell 
horse accident

By Elaine Spicer
Deputy County Attorney Wally Congdon is 

recovering from the horse accident he under
went last fall, according to Commissioner Haug- 
land. According to County Attorney Marv 
McCann, Congdon will remain on a medical leave 
of absence until the county receives a release 
from his doctors.

Congdon continues to undergo rehabilitation 
work, and will return to employment when thera
pists and doctors clear him, said McCann.

As Congdon is "anxious" to return to work, 
McCann noted he may be able to work on some 
projects on an unpaid internship basis due to 
concerns over the possibility of a slowed recov
ery’ or aggravation of injuries.

Until Congdon returns to work officially, said 
McCann, any work Congdon performs for the 
county will be reviewed by McCann. McCann 
added that he will remain in contact with medi
cal personnel in order to "achieve the objectives 
of getting the work done and getting Wally back 
on the job as soon as we can".

Commission Chair Mike McGinley noted, 
"we're working through it," referring to Congdon's 
absence. Commissioner Garth Haugland added, 
"he's made a remarkable recovery considering 
the extent of his injuries."

Congdon experienced head trauma as a re
sult of a fall from a horse on his ranch in Dell in 
October. He was transported to Barrett Hospital 
and Healthcare, stabilized, and flown via 
Missoula Life Flight to St. Patrick's Hospital in 
Missoula. He underwent surgery to relieve pres
sure caused by a blood clot on his brain.

Congdon has been Deputy County Attorney 
for Beaverhead County since September 2000.

Christmas comes to generous Lima youths
By John Barrows

Christmas is a time for giving, and 
for eight young men and women in 
Lima, it may also be a time for receiv
ing.

The youth, the eighi members of ■ 
the Class of 2005 at Lima High School, 
made a selfless decision recently when 
they voted, unsolicited and un
prompted, to turn over the $5,000 they 
had saved after half a dozen years of 
bake sales, fund-raisers and activities 
for their senior trip, to help a Lima 
High School teacher battling cancer.

It was a major decision, but one 
they reached easily and quickly.

And their generosity has not only 
drawn the admiration of just about 
everyone who hears it, but offers of 
help for their trip as well. A story and 
letters in last week's Dillon Tribune 
pointed out the youth's decision, and 
brought immediate praise for the stu
dents.

Almost that same day offers of help 
for seeing the youths could complete 
their long planned senior trip to Sea
side, Oregon, started. Ben Yarborough 
of Dell said he started receiving of
fers right away to help the youth. And 
this week Ed Walter of Twin Bridges 
offered to pay for the tickets for the

eight youth and two chaperones.
Other offers continue to come in. 

An account for the students' trip has 
been set up by volunteers at Wells 
Fargo Bank in Dillon in the name of 
Operation Seaside.

Donations for the students' trip can 
be made in any amount to that account, 
or in care of the Lima School.

Any money raised over and above 
that needed for the trip will be dis
bursed to help defray the medical ex
penses of the teacher.

In the meantime the students' self
less act continues to draw praise. The 
teacher who they helped, Karla

McGraw, continues to face major ex
penses, and the community is helping 
raise additional funds for her as well, 
including a benefit dinner last week
end.

In a letter in this week's Tribune, 
members of McGraw's family added 
to the praise of the youth, Tahnee 
Stosich, Riley Fitch, Jenna Schnitzler, 
Ryan Cherry, Seth Young, Josh Slater, 
Farm Jackson and Chelpon Oskoeva.

In commenting on his gift, of tick
ets for the youth, Walter noted that he 
was touched when he heard the story

See YOUTH on page A-3

Giving time at the schools...
It's an annual tradition in the lo

cal elementary and middle schools- 
-Giving Day, school-wide food 
drives to benefit the Beaverhead 
Community Food Pantry.

This fall, Parkview Elementary 
and Mary Innes School students 
worked hard to gather 1,900 pounds 
of food to donate to the local agency, 
just in time for Thanksgiving.

This week, the Dillon Middle' 
Schoolers got in the act, collecting 
a total of 3,234 pounds of food, right 
in time for the Christmas holidays.

Both drives help the food pantry 
a great deal, notes President Millie 
Brown, making a major impact in 
stocking the shelves at the pantry.

Hauling in the goods
At left, John Plutt, Jr. and his 

helper, Jim Keef, unload pounds 
and pounds of donations from the 
middle school at the food pantry. 
Above, two Parkview students help 
collect the donations at their drive.

Business license draws 
fire, ire a t council meet

By John Barrows
Being in favor of a proposed business license wasn't a 

popular stand Wednesday night at Dillon’s City Council.
In fact, the atmosphere could get downright stuffy.
The proposal, aired a number of months ago as a way, 

in part, to raise money for helping develop the business 
climate of Dillon, got a hostile reception as nearly 30 
people showed up for the meeting, most of them voicing 
their opposition.

The license, originally suggested by a BERT commit
tee, organized through the Beaverhead Economic Devel
opment Corporation as a community meeting to help stimu
late economic growth, has been through the city's judi
ciary committee and a draft ordinance was read at an 
earlier council meeting.

The draft ordinance would provide for a city license, 
costing $50, to most businesses in the city, including home 
businesses. Nonprofit organizations would be exempt.

Transient businesses would also be licensed, at a rate 
of $100.

There was little support for the measure, with much of 
the frustration being levied against the wording concern
ing enforcement where police officers can be used to 
inspect licenses. Other questions were raised over to what 
extent their businesses could actually be regulated by the 
city.

Although City Attorney W. G.Gilbert said the authority 
of the police was limited to issuing licenses, it something 
that was questioned repeatedly during the evening.

Hal Gibson of Sportswear and Design led much of the 
protest, presenting a petition with names of business people 
against the license.

Questions about how the money, which is estimated 
from $10-$20,000 yearly, would be spent, were also fre
quent. Mayor Marty Malesich noted the money wou>a go 
into the general fund, and while BERT or other groups 
could make requests, in the end the city council would 
have to decide through! the budgeting process.

Questions about home businesses also drew fire, and a 
response from council member George Warner, that "we 
tried to make it as fair and inclusive as possible. We have 
no intention of checking in everybody's home, but if they 
area advertising they should be buying a license.

See CITY on page A-13

Boards air county museum issues
By Elaine Spicer

In a final effort to resolve an ongo 
ing dispute among Beaverhead County 
Museum volunteers, including the Bea
verhead County-appointed Board of 
Trustees and the Museum Association 
Board of Directors, as well as other 
supporters of the museum, the Bea
verhead County Commissioners held

a meeting last week to hear sugges
tions for resolution of the problems.

Opening comments, 
history of plan offered

With facilitator Eldon Ayers con
ducting the meeting and providing 
rules of conduct, the meeting began

with opening comments from Associa
tion President Mike Ryan and Trustee 
Chairman Lynn Westad.

Said Ryan, “I hope we're going to 
find win-win solutions to these prob
lems. Somebody always goes away with 
their nose our of joint and we have to 
avoid that tonight."

"To all intents and purposes, the

museum is shut down. It's open but 
that's all. Where are the programs? 
Where are the educational programs? 
Where is all the development that 
should have been done this year?" 
asked Ryan. "I don't care if we come 
out of this with one board, two boards,

See MUSEUM on page A-8

Members of the commissioners, the museum board, the Museum 
Association Board and the public met in a joint last week to discuss 
issues.

Commissioners, museum reach decision
By Elaine Spicer

The Beaverhead County Commissioners have made a decision regarding the 
status of the Beaverhead County Museum and a debate between the Museum 
Board of Trustees and Museum Association Board of Directors.

With a vote of two-to-one, and Commissioner Donna Sevalstad voting against 
the motion, the commissioners reaffirmed Monday the Renewal Plan as put 
forth by the Board of Trustees with changes, allowing for input from the 
Museum Association. Changes are to include an overhaul of the employee/ 
volunteer conduct description, which currently includes language allowing 
searches of their person, vehicles, and personal belongings. Other changes may 
be made to the description of the Executive Director position, whose selection 
committee is now to include three of the Association members. Commissioners 
Mike McGinley and Garth Haugland noted they hope to hire someone for the 
position right away. They noted there is a process written into the plan to 
change it, and that can be completed section by section.

A number of requests had been made asking for a renewal of the past joint 
board concept, but the commissioners decided two separate boards are needed. 
They will add two positions to the existing Board of Trustees, creating a seven- 
member board, and ask the Association members to provide a list of potential 
trustees.

Present during the discussion were three trustees, chairman Lynn Westad, 
Ruth Little, and Jim Orr, and association director Mike Ryan. "It was actually 
the best museum discussion we've had in months,” said McGinley.
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