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Wisdom rancher first 
to kill wolf under 
new federal rules

A rancher in southwestern Montana re
cently shot and killed a wolf while it was chas
ing livestock, becoming the first person to do 
so legally under new federal rules, a state 
wolf specialist said.

The new federal rules allow killing of a 
wolf attacking or chasing livestock.

"It worked just the way it was supposed 
to,'" said Liz Bradley, Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks wolf management special
ist for southwest Montana.

The shooting occurred this past weekend 
on a ranch between Wisdom and Wise River, 
in Montana's Big Hole Valley.

Bradley said the rancher, who asked not to 
be named, saw a pair of wolves chasing his 
cattle through a pasture near his house and 
shot one of them. He reported the incident 
immediately, she said.

Under the new rules implemented in late 
2004, the burden of proof remains with the 
person shooting the wolf. People killing a wolf 
are required to report the incident within 24 
hours.

"This rancher did everything right,"' said 
Bradley. "He reported it right away and it was 
taken care of quickly.'"

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service investi
gated the shooting.

The wolf that was killed was probably the 
alpha male of a pack of about five, said Brad
ley. Two others were killed in February after 
the pack attacked and killed a horse on a ranch 
near Wisdom.

The wolf killed by the rancher was col
lared in Idaho. In 2003, it moved to the Para
lyse Valley in Montana and then evidently later 
made its way to the Big Hole region. Bradley 
said she wasn't sure how long the wolf had 
been in the area.

Lima, Dell egg hunts
The annual Lima Easter Egg Hunt will be held 

again this year in the Lima Park unless the 
weather turns really bad. In which case, it will be 
held at the school.

The L.I.F.T. members have again been asked 
to help by the Homemakers Club, which has put 
on the event for many years. The help of all those 
who donate eggs and prizes is appreciated.

Easter is early this year, so the egg hunt will 
be held Saturday, March 26 beginning at 1 p.m. 
All eggs (plastic) can be taken to the City Hall 
Tuesday and Wednesday of that same week. Call 
Jackie at 276-3214.

Dell is also hosting an Easter Egg Hunt Satur
day in Bud and Faye Scott Park at 11:00 a.m.

New dean named
*. Following campus-wide discussions beginning 
last fall, University of Montana-Western Chan
cellor Richard Storey has appointed Dr. Rita 
Moore, associate professor and chair of educa
tion as Interim Dean of Education, Business and 
Technology.

“We are thrilled to appointment such a 
qualified, intelligent, dedicated and wonderful 
colleague to the position of interim dean of edu-

See MOORE on page A-8

Working her way to fitness...

Do it this way...
Fitness instructor Keyra Donaldson, a former Dillon resident and BCHS graduate, lost 115 pounds and is 

now a fitness instructor in North Carolina. See her story on page A-6. us Air Force Photo

UMW adds 
new natural 
horsemanship 
BS degree

The Montana Board of Regents of 
Higher Education formally approved 
the University of Montana-Western 
proposal to award a Bachelor of Sci
ence in Natural Horsemanship with 
two options, Natural Horsemanship 
Science and Natural Horsemanship 
Management. The unanimous decision 
was made at the Regent's March meet
ing in Helena on March 17. The degree 
will go into effect in the Fall of 2005.

'This degree program builds on

Western's established expertise and 
associate level degrees in Natural 
Horsemanship and Equine Studies,” 
said UM-Western Chancellor Richard 
Storey, “The program is unique in the 
nation and will allow Western to at
tract students from across the United 
States and beyond."

As is the case with its A.A S. de
gree in Natural Horsemanship, West-

See DEGREE on page A-8

Apartment 
requests 
path across 
UP tracks

By John Barrows
The president of the Bicenten

nial Apartments, Jim Mclsaac, has 
asked the city to fix what he and 
the apartments board of trustees is 
seeing as a growing difficulty for 
its residents.

In a letter to Mayor Marty Male- 
sich, Mclsaac noted many of the 
residents in the apartment complex 
do not have cars, and must walk to 
town, specifically, to the ALCO 
store.

Recently, as part of an agree
ment with the city, the Union Pa
cific Railroad closed the crossing 
at Helena Street, in exchange for 
an improved crossing at Butte and 
Franklin streets.

Mclsaac, in his letter, noted that 
"the current barricades are very 
difficult for senior citizens to 
hurdle and even more difficult 
while holding on to their walkers."

In addition, Mclsaac said the clo
sure of Helena Street to vehicular 
traffic "is of major concern... as 
quick access by emergency ve
hicles, i.e. ambulances, fire trucks 
is essential to the lives, safety and 
mental well being of the residents 
of Bicentennial Apartments."

Mclsaac asked the city to re
visit the idea of a pedestrian ac
cess and hold a public hearing.

See TRACKS on page A-H

Sevalstad enters three-week rehab prior to trial
Story by John Barrows

Beaverhead County Commissioner Donna Sevalstad will be heading to a 
secure drug and alcohol treatment center, Pathways, in Kalispell this week for 
a three-week stay and rehabilitation, as the result of a telephone hearing last 
week before Missoula District Judge Douglas 
Harkin.

In the meantime, Sevalstad remains in the Bea
verhead County Jail.

Sevalstad was arrested March 7 when she ap
peared intoxicated at a public meeting of the 
Beaverhead County Commissioners, in violation 
of a bond order prohibiting her from using alco
hol or drugs. Convinced by her behavior at the 
meeting that she had been drinking, Beaverhead 
County Attorney Marvin McCann requested the 
assistance of Beaverhead County Sheriff Bill 
Briggs, who came to the commissioner's office 
and requested her to come back to his office to 
submit to a blood test, as required by her bond.
That bond allowed her to stay out of jail, awaiting 
trial on a felony charge of possession of metham- 
phetamine, a misdemeanor drug paraphernalia 
charge and two felony charges of witness tam
pering that date to last year.

Briggs said in a statement that she did not 
comply immediately and he returned looking for 
her, finding out she had left the building. He 
caught up with her and returned her to the 
sheriffs office where she took the blood test, 
registering .175 in blood alcohol content, over 
twice the legal limit for being determined as in
toxicated.

Sevalstad stayed in jail until Wednesday, when she met with Harkin via 
phone in the District Judge's chambers in Dillon.

When Sevalstad was originally arrested last year, the Beaverhead County 
Attorney's office turned over the case to a special prosecutor, George Corn of 
Hamilton. Judge Harkin of Missoula was assigned to preside over the proceed 

ings.
In Wednesday's hearing, reiterated Sevalstad's 

previous legal history, including a previous part
ner assault and misdemeanor assault, which he 
told the judge, originally began as a burglary but 
later resulted in reduced charges. Other charges, 
in addition to the one's for which she is awaiting 
trial, included a DUI conviction in .Jefferson county, 
which became the result of a major case before 
the Montana Supreme Court when the Montana 
Standard filed suit to obtain videotapes of her ar
rest, and won.

During the hearing, Corn asked the bond set on 
Sevalstad last year be revoked and bail be set at 
$ 100,000.

In making his plea to Harkin. Corn said Seval
stad "either has a severe substance abuse problem 
or believes she is above the law " Corn also noted 
that as a result of the Monday incident, Sevalstad 
was also tested for methamphetamine, but results 
had not yet been returned.

Corn called Sevalstad's actions “a flagrant vio
lation of the court order.” Ilv also told the judge 
that Sevalstad "presents a danger to the public," 
and that she would "probably be charged with a 
DUI" as a result of the incident, which drew an

See SEVALSTAD on page A-3

Beaverhead County Commissioner Donna 
Sevalstad reacted to statements during 
Wednesday's hearing on bail and a request by her 
to attend a rehabilitation center in Kalispell.

Local school district seeks 
help in Helena on budget

By John Barrows
It's important the state legislature help provide adequate funding for schools.
That’s the message from the Dillon Elementary Educational Foundation to 

legislators in Helena.
At stake is over $355,000 in funding from the current money the school is 

receiving if the way money is given to schools is not changed and a legislative 
remedy passed.

The Foundation, according to a spokesman, Ginny Waldorf, is urging the pas
sage of Senate Bill 177 to help relieve funding shortfalls, and HB124 to help save 
over $144,000 in health insurance premiums.

In a letter to the editor of the Dillon Tribune last week, Waldorf urged support 
for the two bills to help add funding to keep shortfalls from impacting the schools 
even more.

District 10 Superintendent Melinda Berkram echoed the sentiments of the 
Foundation, and in a letter to legislators, gave information about the district's 
funding plight.

“In our district,” Berkram said, “the current funding formula would require a 
budget cut of $355,558 to our budget. We would have the opportunity to ask our 
local taxpayers to support a mill levy of this amount, however there is concern that

See FUNDING on page A-3 There were tuxes and formals a plenty, in every style and color, during the annual BCHS Junior-Senior 
Prom Saturday. Nearly 80 couples turned out for the event. More photos of the prom are on page A-6.
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