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Sign-up begins for national Conservation Security Program
A nationwide sign-up for the Conservation Security Program (CSP) 

will be held from March 28 to May 27,2005, for farmers and ranchers 
in 12 Montana watersheds made eligible in 2005. In addition, produc
ers in the 2004 pioneer watershed, the Lower Yellowstone Watershed, 
can also sign up April 25 through May 25, 2005.

“This is a unique program that offers payments for enhancing 
natural resources, rewards those farmers and ranchers who are model 
conservationists, and provides incentives for other producers to meet 
those same high standards of environmental performance,” said Dave 
White, state conservationist for the USDA Natural Resources Conser
vation Program (NRCS), the agency administering the program.

In Montana, CSP will be offered to agricultural producers in the 12 
watersheds designated for the program in 2005 in addition to the one 
pioneer watershed from the 2004 sign-up. Producers who have a 
current CSP contract or are receiving a payment from a 2004 CSP 
contract are not eligible for this sign-up.

Montana’s CSP watersheds eligible for this sign-up encompass 
portions of the following counties:

- Moyie River Watershed: Lincoln County
- Lower Kootenai River Watershed: Lincoln County
- Flathead Lake Watershed: Flathead and Lake counties
- Marias River Watershed: Pondera, Liberty, Toole, Hill, Chouteau, 

Teton, and Glacier counties
- Sage Creek Watershed: Hill and Liberty counties
- Lower Milk River Watershed: Valley County
- Porcupine Creek Watershed: Valley County
- West Fork Poplar River Watershed: Daniels, Valley, and Roosevelt 

counties
- O’Fallon Creek Watershed: Fallon, Prairie, Carter, and Custer 

counties
- Lower Powder River Watershed: Custer, Powder River, Carter, 

and Prairie counties
- Mizpah Creek Watershed: Custer and Powder River counties
- Shields River Watershed: Park, Gallatin, and Meagher counties
- Lower Yellowstone River Watershed: Prairie, Dawson, Richland, 

Wibaux, McCone,
and Fallon counties in Montana and McKenzie and Golden Valley 

counties in North Dakota.
Congress funded the fiscal year 2005 CSP budget at $202 million. 

This allows the NRCS to write an estimated 12,000 to 14,000 con
tracts. Most working agricultural lands will be eligible, including 
cropland, orchards, vineyards, pasture and range.

The sign-up announcement and an amendment to the CSP interim 
final rule that will detail specific program requirements will be pub
lished in the Federal Register soon.

CSP is a voluntary conservation program that supports ongoing 
stewardship of private, agricultural working lands and rewards those 
producers who are meeting the highest standards of conservation and 
environmental management on their operations.

The CSP program sign-up includes a renewable energy compo

nent. Eligible producers will receive compensation for converting to 
renewable energy fuels such as soy biodiesel and ethanol, for recy
cling 100 percent of on-farm lubricants, and for implementing energy 
production, including wind, solar, geothermal and methane produc
tion.

Payments will be made using three tiers of conservation contracts 
and are capped at $20,000, $35,000 and $45,000 annually and will last 
for five years for Tier I and 5 to 10 years for Tier II and Tier III.

Payments can include four components: 1) an annual stewardship 
component for the base level of conservation treatment, 2) an annual 
component for maintenance of existing conservation practices, 3) a 
one-time new practice component for additional needed practices, 
and 4) an enhancement component for exceptional conservation ef
fort. Enhancement activities could include limited pesticide applica
tions, total farm energy audits, shelterbelts for wildlife and air qual
ity, and riparian forest buffers for restoring critical stream habitat.

To apply for CSP, NRCS asks potential participants to complete the 
national self-assessment workbook and the Montana supplement CSP 
self assessment and documentation workbook—available on the Web 
or from local NRCS offices—to determine if their operations meet the 
requirements of the program and qualify for program participation. 
The self-assessment process is completed using a self-screening ques
tionnaire for each land use to be enrolled.

When this process is completed, the producer submits the work
books to the local NRCS office during the sigp-up period and meets 
with NRCS personnel to go over any additional needed documenta
tion. NRCS will then determine which enrollment category the pro
ducer qualifies for and selects the categories to be funded through 
CSP.

Additional information on CSP, including eligible watersheds, self- 
assessment workbook and the amendment to the interim final rule, is 
available at http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/

T im e  to  a p p ly  f o r  n e w  h u n t in g , f is h in g  l ic e n s e
March 1 was the beginning of a new hunting and fishing license 

year in Montana. Last year's licenses expired on February 28.
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks officials urged those who purchase 

their licenses early in the year—to ice fish, or so they can apply for 
special permits—to make certain they keep their licenses in a safe 
place. Last year more than 6,000 deer licenses and 5,500 elk licenses 
were lost or misplaced. This creates a significant problem for the 
hunter and could create a situation where a license is illegally ob
tained and used.

Here are some handy reminders for the 2005-2006 license year:
• 2005-2006 hunting regulations will be available by the end of 

March.
• Advertisements once again will be included in the deer, elk and 

antelope regulations as part of a project negotiated with the 2003 
Legislature to generate revenue to offset the cost of the booklets.

• Your state lands access fee is now included in the $6.25 price of 
the conservation license and allows hunting, fishing and trapping 
activities on state lands. Those planning to hike, bird watch or other
wise recreate on state lands are still required to purchase the $10 
state lands recreational use license.

• Twenty-five cents from the cost of the conservation license also 
helps to pay for the search and rescue of lost hunters, anglers and 
trappers.

• To help protect people’s privacy in the electronic age, when 
hunters and anglers purchase their conservation licenses, they will be 
asked if they want their names and addresses included on lists FWP 
provides to vendors, businesses and others who request such informa
tion.

• Hunters and anglers are able to purchase licenses online. Begin-
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ning April 1, they will also be able to apply for special permits online. 
Go to the FWP Internet Hunting page, Obtain a License or go to the 
Discovering Montana website under Online Services.

• Young Montanans 12-17, who have successfully completed a 
hunter safety course and who are purchasing their first ever hunting 
license will receive a free youth combination license. This license 
includes a conservation license, fishing license, upland game bird 
license excluding turkey, general elk license and deer A license. A 
state lands permit and hunting access enhancement fee are also 
included.

• All first time license buyers born after January 1, 1985 must 
complete a hunter education course before purchasing a hunting 
license in Montana.

For licensing details and to purchase licenses, contact an FWP 
license provider or the nearest FWP regional office.

Bear license deadline coming
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks reminds black bear hunters li

cense applications must be postmarked on or before April 14, or 
licenses may be purchased by that date from an FWP license provider 
or the FWP web site at fwp.mt.gov .

Black bear hunting licenses purchased after April 14 cannot be 
used until the fall black bear hunting season. Hunters may hold only 
one black bear license per license year.

Black bear hunters are also required to have successfully com
pleted a bear identification test before obtaining a Montana black 
bear hunting license. The identification program is intended to pre
vent mistaken killings of grizzly bears and to help Montana maintain 
its black bear hunting season. The test is available on the FWP web 
site at fwp.mt.gov under Education and click on Bear ID Test under 
Hot Topics.

The spring black bear season opens April 15 and closes in May or 
June depending on the area. Check the black bear hunting regulations 
for details.

Spring turkey season to begin
Spring turkey season runs April 9-May 15. Licenses are available 

from all Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks offices and most license 
providers throughout the state.

Hunters who wish to hunt in a special spring male turkey permit 
area must apply by March 15 for a permit and must purchase a spring 
turkey license before hunting. Applicants for special spring turkey 
permits may apply in writing, obtain an application from the FWP 
headquarters or regional offices, or download an application from the 
FWP web site at fwp.mt.gov , and send it to the FWP regional office 
managing the special permit area they would like to hunt.

The written application must include name, address, ALS number, 
indicate which county the application is for, and include a $3 nonre- 
fundable drawing fee.

Details on spring turkey hunting in the general hunting areas and 
special permit areas are available in the 2005 Spring Turkey hunting 
regulations at fwp.mt.gov . Print regulations are available at FWP 
offices and from FWP license providers.

Monies offered for fisheries
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is again offering a special opportu

nity to apply for Future Fisheries dollars for projects that will help 
maintain flows in streams and rivers and reduce the impact of the low 
water levels that are likely to occur in some parts of the state this 
summer.

The deadline to apply for this funding is April 1. The Future 
Fisheries Review Panel will evaluate proposals in early April and the 
FWP Commission will consider projects recommended for funding on 
April 14. Officials are especially interested in innovative water con
servation projects that will enhance in-stream flow to benefit fisher
ies.

Information describing the program, and the Future Fisheries 
grant application form, are available on the FWP web page at 
fwp.mt.gov . Click on Habitat, then Fish Habitat and look under 
Future Fisheries Program. The Future Fisheries Improvement 
Program's regular deadlines of July 1 and Jan. 1 are additional oppor
tunities for project funding.

Rodeo Club plans banquet
The annual University of Montana-Western Rodeo Club Banquet is 

Friday, April 1, in Western's Keltz Arena beginning with a no-host 
cocktail hour at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m. The popular 
annual fund raising event will feature a Prime Rib Dinner from 
Montana Beef, Live Music by Spec-Fire, an Auction and Raffle.

Auction items include Bronzes, Fishing Trips, Pictures, Furniture, 
Pottery, Clothing, Jewelry, Gift Certificates and many more amazing 
items. The silent auction will run throughout the evening with tables 
closing at various times to allow more time to shop and bid.

Tickets purchased before March 22 will be eligible for three $100 
drawings.

Tickets are $30 for singles, $50 per couple, and $175 for a Re
served table of eight. For more information or ticket reservations, 
call (406) 683-7539,683-2246 or 683-7305. All proceeds benefit the UM 
Western Rodeo Team.

Dillon artist displays work
An exhibit of art by Ryan Kennedy is on display at the Sweetwater 

Coffee, runs through April 14.
A significant portion of his work consists of portraits
The portraits are narrative in nature and are executed primarily in 

oils, with other found objects. Kennedy’s landscapes usually start 
with photographs taken while traveling in his car. Ranging from 
serene fields to busy cityscapes, the lens captures beauty.
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This Week:
Storm Drain Work 

Glendale St. to Reeder St.

http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/

