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Walking the 2005 NAIA Division. I Women's Basketball National Championship, Jackson, Tenn.

Sideline
By J.P. Plutt
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Brain team

Three student/athletes from the 
UM-Western Lady Bulldog basket
ball team earned NAIA All-America 
Scholar -Athlete notice according to 
an NAIA memo released on Monday. 
To qualify for the honor, a recipient 
must be a junior or above in aca
demic standing and have a cumula
tive GPA of 3.5 or better on a 4.0 
scale.

Western's scholar-athletes are 
Megan Schmitz, a junior with a math
ematics and physical education ma
jor, Billi Suhr, a junior in elemen
tary education, and Jill Feller, a se
nior with a social science major.

On the men's side there were no 
UM-Western student-athletes on the 
list. Westminster College led the 
Frontier Conference with five hon- 
orees.

H \M li M l

Beaverhead Little League 
sign-up, April 6-7

OK Christian topples Western

Aggressive "D"
UM-Western senior Alyssa Matter dribbles up court versus Oklahoma Christian defenders Kelly Brown and 

Rachel Martin during first round action of the NAIA women's basketball tournament at Jackson, Tenn. Oklahoma 
Christian won the battle, 75-62. Jackson Sun photo/Lindsey Stavish

By J.P. Plutt
The UM-Western Lady Bulldogs' 

sixth consecutive trip to the NAIA 
Division I Women's Basketball Na
tional Championship at Jackson, 
Tenn., ended with a first round loss to 
Oklahoma Christian, 75-62.

W estern and the Lady Eagles 
matched up late Thursday night in 
the last game of the first round. West
ern led early and then after a back- 
and-forth half, trailed at the break, 
33-31. The second frame belonged to 
Oklahoma Christian sa they outscored 
Western 13-2 to start the second half 
and never had less than a double digit 
lead the rest of the way.

"It definitely wasn't our best per
formance of the year," said UM-West-; 
ern coach Kevin Engellant. "We knew 
it would take a good effort to beat 
them and we just didn't get it done 
against a good team. When you come' 
here and you don't play well, you can't' 
expect to advance to the next round."

Coming in, Western was aware that; 
the Lady Eagles were athletic and de
pended upon point guard Lauren 
Decker to spark the offense. The 
Oklahoma Christian starting five av
eraged double digit scoring and they'
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Beaverhead Little League will 
have their sign-up nights April 6 and 
7 at the B.W. Lodge Gym Seminar 
Room. Folks can stop in between 5 
and 7 p.m., each night.

BLL welcomes players from 
Dillon and the surrounding area to 
stop in and register. League repre
sentatives will be on hand to answer 
questions.

BLL offers T-Ball, Minor League 
and Major League baseball for boys 
and girls. The lower age is 4 or 5 for 
T-Ball on through an upper age of 12 
for Majors.

The cost is $35 for majors and $30 
for T-Ball with a family maximum of 
$75. Contact BLL President Jay 
James (W 683-5191 or C 925-1624) 
for more information on BLL.

Twin Bridges youth base
ball registration Thursday

An information meeting for par
ents and players from the Twin 
Bridges area interested in Cal Ripken 
League Baseball will be held Thurs
day, March 24 at 7 p.m., at the Twin 
Bridges school lunch room.

Boys and girls between the ages 
of 5 and 12 as of August 1, are eli
gible to participate in the following 
leagues: T-Ball ages 5-6; rookie ages 
7-9, minors ages 9-10, and majors 
ages 11-12.

The fee is $30 per player with a 
$50 family maximum. Practices will 
start in April with league play run
ning from May through June. For 
more information, contact Ken Walsh 
(W 684-5678 or H 684-5624).
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National Tourney facts

That NAIA Women's D-I tourney 
record of 14 three-pointers by a team 
in a game set last year by the Lady 
Bulldogs still stands. In a loss to 
Houston Baptist, Western hit on 14- 
of-26 treys to set the record. Calling 
long distance in the game for West
ern were: Alyssa Matter 2-5, Megan 
Schmitz 5-7, Hillary Taylor 34, Jaime 
Buell 4-7, Lindsey Scott 0-2, and Billi 
Suhr 0-1.

The UM-Westem Lady Dawgs are 
now 5-6 in six tourney appearances. 
Coach Kevin Engellant has guided 
the team to the national tourney six 
straigh t seasons to account for 
Western's national tourney history. 
Engellant also has a hand in the West
ern men's national tourney history.

With Casey Keltz coaching the 
team, Western made the Big Show in 
1989 and upset top-seeded and de
fending national champion Grand 

‘Canyon (Ariz.), 79-65, in the first 
round of the tourney. Engellant 
played on that team and current UM- 
Westem men's coach Mark Durham 
was an assistant coach. Current 
Rocky women's coach Brian 
Henderson and current Belgrade HS 
boys' coach Jeff Elliot were also 
players on the team.

In seven appearances at the Big 
Show, the Western men are 2-7, with 
the other win coming in 1958.

Dillon's Monaco  
paces Lady Griz 
at NCAA tourney

Dillon's Lynsey Monaco, a senior 
on the University of Montana Lady 
Griz basketball team, turned in a top 
performance for the team in an open
ing round loss to Vanderbilt in the 
NCAA D-I national tournament. The 
Commodores scored a 67-44 win to 
eliminate Montana from the tourney.
, ,  ,Mopaco, ,bvrAe $, tty-fie-pointer to

.open the gajne's scqring and give the 
Lady Griz an early  3-0 lead. 
Vanderbilt scored 12 of the next 14 
points to take the lead for good.

The Dillon point guard led the Lady 
Griz in nearly every statistical cat
egory. She was a perfect 4-of-4 from 
the field, including 2-of-2 from the 
big arc to spore a team-high 10 points. 
Monaco dished a team-high four assits 
and made a team-high two steals while 
playing 36 minutes, 13 minutes more 
than any of her teammates. Monaco 
added a blocked shot and two rebounds 
to her final stat line.
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State chamnion  
Gardiner rules 11/ 
12C boys' hoop 
all-conference list

The Gardiner Bruins capped an 
undefeated season with a state C 
championship at Great Falls earlier 
this month. The team reaped the re
wards of a successful season with an 
unprecedented seven players selected 
to the 11/12C All-Conference boys' 
basketball team.

Area players making the list were 
Joel Rogers of Lima, Jared Haithcox 
of Twin Bridges, and Calder Kaatz, 
Ryan Wood and Pete Rossiter of 
Sheridan.
District 11/12C All-Conference boys' basketball team 

Gardiner-Ja.son Tanascu, Trevor Anderson. Kory 
Rehmer, Nick Broadhead. Damon Mitchell, Josh Young. 
Bodie Tobin. HarrisonAViNow Creek-Kyle McCarty. 
Lima-Joel Rogers. Mt. Ellis- Kaygell Kierindongo. 
Sherldan -Calder Kaatz. Ryan Wood, Pete Rossiter 
Shields Valley-Matthew Peebles, Nathan Sarazin, Brock 
Arthun. Twin Bridges -Jared Haitchox. West 
YeHowstone-Cameron Carsley.

Area girls picked 
for 11/12C honors

Players from Lima, Twin Bridges 
and Sheridan earned 11/12C All-Con
ference honors in girls' basketball for 
the 2004-05 season.

Making the elite list for Lima were 
Amy Allen and Katharina Hosse, 
Sheridan honorees wrere Whitney 
Staley, Katie Liles, and Kayla Broksle, 
while Lindsey Nicholls and Whitney 
Lott were the Twin Bridges athletes 
to make all-conference.

District 11/12C All-Conference girls' basketball team 
Gardiner-Mariah Rees. HarrisonAVilJow Creek-Leesa 
Owens, Melissa Wagner, Hanna PowelL lima-Katharina 
Hosse. Amy Allen. Mt. Ellis-Kayls Ray. Sberidan- 
Whitney Staley, Kayla Broksle, Katie Liles. Shields 
VaBey-Beth Sager, Callee Swandal. Twin Bridges- 
Undsey Nicholls, Whitney Lott. West Yellowstone- 
H eather Hansen. White Sulphur Springs-Emily 
Sbinabarger, Whintey Rostad, Loninda Hunt.

Chris Dyk latest Dillonite 
to join UM Griz family

What, me worry
Despite a history of foot problems, Dillon's Chris Dyk was one of the 

state's hottest prospects during the recently concluded football recruiting 
seasons. Dyk will continue his education at the University of Montana 
while playing football for the Griz. j .p . Plutt photo

By J.P. Plutt
Dillon's Chris Dyk became a Mon

tana Grizzly February 2, 2005. That 
magic day was the national signing 
date for NCAA football, when top re
cruits from around the country com- 

■mitted”to"tlrc‘‘college-footbail prir- 
grams of their choice. '

In the early going of the recruiting 
process, Dyk was pursued by Colo
rado State, Wyoming, and Utah State. 
Having a desire to stay in Montana, 
the Dillon senior narrowed his wish 
list to Montana State and Montana. 
Both schools offered the 6-8 offen
sive tackle full-ride deals. Dyk opted 
for the Griz.

Dyk and Sidney's Terran 
Hillesland are the two largest signees 
in a class of 18 for Montana. Dyk 
played football in the fall at 235- 
pounds and currently weighs in at 265. 
He says the Griz would like him to 
eventually play at 295 to 300-pounds. 
Hillesland is 6-7, 300.

Sports Network ranked this year's 
UM recruiting class third in the na
tion among NCAA D-IAA and Griz 
coach Bobby Hauck reported to the 
Missoulian that Dyk and Billings 
Skyview linebacker Shawn Lebsock 
were the two most sought after re
cruits on his list.

Dyk says he was swayed to 
Missoula by the tradition of the foot
ball program, the academic possibili
ties at the school, and the fact that he 
knows more people at UM. Former 
teammate Torrey Thomas plays for 
the Griz as does his older brother 
Tyler Thomas. Former four-year 
starting offensive lineman Jon Skin
ner chipped in with some positive rec
ommendations for Missoula. Skinner 
played for Beaverhead County High 
School before moving on to UM. He 
is currently a teacher and coach in 
the Dillon school system.

Three or four years ago, Dyk's 
dreams of competing on the college 
level would have included a basket
ball. An athletic 6-8 specimen, Dyk 
surely gets a daily dose of "you must 
play basketball". A positive football 
experience under veteran Beaver 
mentor Terry Thomas turned Dyk's 
focus to the gridiron.

"My sophomore year I was think
ing basketball because I had played 
basketball my entire life," said Dyk. 
"I had a great time playing football all 
the way through high school. My 
sophomore year was great, the state 
championship year was incredible, 
and even this year was fun even 
though we didn't go to the playoffs. It 
was still a lot of fun."

While Dyk weighed the Cat-Griz 
decision, he was also coming to the 
realization that his hoop career was 
over. A history of foot problems cul
minated with Dyk missing his entire 
senior season of basketball.

As a freshman at Grand Junction, 
Colo., Dyk broke his foot during his

freshman year of basketball. He 
broke his ankle during football his 
sophomore year at Dillon, and then 
broke his foot during the first game 
of the state championship football sea
son his junior year.

"1 played the entire season because 
X-rays didn't show anything," said 
Dyk.

During his senior year of football 
Dyk broke two bones in his foot dur
ing the Hamilton game, ending his 
season. Dyk sat out the early season 
of basketball but by late January 
everything was healed and he was 
ready to go. In his second practice 
back, he heard what had by then be
come a familiar sound.

"Varsity wasn't even practicing 
yet," said Dyk. "I was just out there 
running up and down with the junior 
varsity and felt it snap. My basket
ball career was over."

From what Dyk understand's of 
the doctors evaluation, his right foot 
was never mechanically right. The 
bones 'were breaking one after an

other until they were all repositioned. 
He still had one more that needed to 
break when he started basketball 
practice.

Dyk is healed up once again and is • 
out for track and field for the first 
time in his life. In past years, he 
spent the spring playing in various 
basketball tournaments which led to 
a summer of more tournaments and 
camps.

Dyk is throwing the shot put and 
discus under weight guru Wendall 
Griffin. The athletic big guy is bench-. 
ing 315-pounds and enjoying his time 
in a sport in which there are no unre
alistic expectations on the athlete 
normally under more scrutiny that 
his teammates due to his incredibly 
potential. He's out there to have fun.

...still, Dyk has participated in ath
letics at a high level for a long time 
and it's natural to set goals in a sport 
driven by such ambitions. What the 
heck, he's going to try and win a state 
title or two.

G ot info? sports@djJlontrihune.com
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