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Marty questions divide us still

O ff THE CUFF
Our take on news - ByJohn Barrows, Editor & Publisher

A victim of her own actions...
Last week the Dillon Tribune took some criticism against its coverage of the continu

ing saga of Beaverhead County Commissioner Donna Sevalstad from a local news sheet, 
the Dillonite Daily.

In it, the editor, Jim Womack, after formally apologizing for falsely accusing the 
presiding judge in the Sevalstad case, Douglas Harkin, of recently being arrested with a 
DUI (it was a different judge from a different county) then accused the Dillon Tribune 
(calling it "the real paper in Dillon") of having "a personal dislike and vendetta concerning 
the troubled lady commissioner."

Nothing could be further from the truth. Although there have been moments... I 
personally like Donna, and have personally worked with her on a number of community 
projects in which she proved to be invaluable, including restoration of the Depot and a 
bike path. She has accomplished a number of major things for the county, and has a 
strong following.

She also has a world of personal problems that are seriously affecting her ability to- 
continue as county commissioner... the latest being the debacle of being drunk during a ' 
meeting, fleeing from the Sheriff, being jailed for a bond violation and continuing to- 
bring discredit to her conduct in office. '•

The Montana Supreme Court has succinctly stated the issue... "Society will not permit-, 
complete privacy and unaccountability when an elected official is accused of misconduct v 
which is related to the performance of his or her public duties."

Elsewhere in that same opinion, the court said "her decision to violate the law directly 
relates to her ability to effectively perform her job duties. That is, Sevalstad’s decision to 
violate the law questions her judgment. Her violation of the law may also have an effect 
on her ability to work effectively with her peers and to properly supervise other employ
ees. Society will not permit complete privacy and unaccountability when an elected 
official is accused of misconduct which is related to the performance of his or her public 
duties." Well put, and even more poignantly, that phrase was directed to Sevalstad, after: 
she had been arrested several years ago for a DUI in Jefferson County and attempted to" 
keep a video tape of the arrest from being seen by another newspaper... taking the issue 
all the way to the Supreme Court, and losing.

We have no vendetta or dislike for Donna Sevalstad. We have a great deal of disap- 
pointment, and while we can hope she can find the help she needs and deal with her 
personal issues, the real concern is with the public, her office and her conduct in it. The 
days of her effectiveness as a commissioner are past, a victim of her own actions.

Contact legislators on Ed. bills

■ To the Editor,
I This is the second anniversary of the War in 
Jraq. No matter how you feel about the war, against 
the war, it has caused a great impact on our coun
try. It has divided our country. Many are for the 
ivar, a great cause for democracy. Many are against 
the war, an illegal, immoral war. It has divided 
families. Not that the families wanted to be di
vided but they had no choice.

The war has sapped our resources and money. 
Some $225 billion already spent, with no end in 
sight. The war has done irreparable damage to 
families, husbands, wives, children, mothers, and 
fathers. The 1,500 that have lost their lives cannot 
be replaced. The over 11,000 that have been in
jured will suffer the rest of their lives. The over 
100,000 Iraqis that have lost their lives in this war 
are a moral responsibility to the leaders of this 
Country.
; Parents who have young men and women in 
high school worry about the future of their chil
dren. Will there be a draft? Will they have to go to 
tyar? With all the cuts in programs in the United 
plates will there be any jobs for their children
ft

The true patriot
»

To the Editor,
Most humans I know at one time or another 

have searched for meaning in their lives. Real life 
begins not at birth, but with this existential crisis 
of youth, or at any other time in life. What matters 
is the depth and intensity of the crisis. The resolu
tion of the impasse of existentialism is the enlight
enment.

! We are born with the inescapable freedom of 
bping the authors of our own personal philosophy 
in life. The choices we make as a result of this 
philosophy are unavoidable. This freedom is terri
fying and suffocating for many whose only goal is 
to escape this oppressive freedom. For others this 
freedom is the birth of liberation. Through eman
cipation insurrection and rebellion to injustice is 
bbrn.

; To those who fear freedom, their only hope is to 
abandon their birth right by taking up a pubescent 
totalitarianism that offers simple and absolute an
swers to questions they will never ask. As "patri
ots" through conditioned response support the hor
rific wrongdoings executed daily by Washington 
in our names. Their anger and frustration is di
rected against humble and wholesome people who 
only wish to be left alone to share their love with
out harassment. The real crimes are never ques-

To the Editor,
In response to letters written last week:

When I read my Bible, I am not concerned with 
who chose each book that is included, nor am I 
concerned about any writings that were excluded. 
I am confident that I am reading the complete 
revelation of God. Why am I confident? Because I 
believe in an all-powerful God who created the 
heavens and the earth and all the life in it. I believe 
he is sovereign over all of his creation, therefore I 
certainly believe he can control which authors get 
published in His Book!

I agree, however, that it would be convenient 
for those out there who don’t like what God has to 
say to have some alternative scripture. Then they 
could pick the book that best suits their own ideas 
ahd continue living as they see fit. The fact is: 
there is truth in this life. There are choices that 
people make that hurt others as well as them
selves. We are to stand up and say that those choices 
are wrong. That is not intolerance, it is love.

The Bible is not a government conspiracy. I 
know this because the truth about God is not only 
written in the pages of that book; it is also written 
on my heart. For people who do not know Jesus, 
this will not seem like a good argument. And that is 
why the battle going on in this paper will go on 
forever. We will never agree because we are look
ing at the world through two very different lenses.

To the editor:
I would like to thank Jim Womack for showing 

compassion for Donna Sevalstad. Donna is a human 
being who made mistakes, and she has paid dearly 
for them.

other than the military? Will the United States 
invade other countries?

We have been divided over the cost of this war. 
Why were billions of dollars given out to contrac
tors without any bidding? Whey weren't the troops 
properly trained? Why didn't the troops have ad
equate equipment and supplies? What happened to 
the 4 billion dollars that cannot be accounted for, 
and why doesn't the American government seem 
to care?

We have been divided internationally , many 
countries have turned their backs on the United 
States. Many countries do not trust the American 
President and Government.

This war has divided us in so many ways. Will 
the United States ever get out of the military busi
ness and take care of the people in the United 
States? Will the United States always find some
one to hate and wage war with them?

So many questions that still divide us!

LaVon D. Brillhart 
Dillon, MT

is the dissident
tioned. This philosophy born in bad faith is inno
cent but harmful.

Other people are born with a lucid imagination 
that allows them as individuals to feel a personal 
sense of empathy for the victims of Washington's 
crimes. We feel these crimes as deep senses of 
moral outrage even when the victims of these moral 
offenses are from a culture different from our 
own. This empathetic imagination is the core of 
respect and love of our commonly shared human
ity.

Criminal activities like Washington's terrorism 
masquerading as a war on terrorism needs to be 
challenged directly. Jingoistic "patriotism” is far 
too limiting to embrace the world we live in that is 
both too sad and wonderful to be explained by the 
excessively simple answers we are given.

It has been said, 'We are more than what we 
seem.' We suffer more deeply than our own sorrow 
can demand; we have a greater propensity for joy 
than we can hold in our lives,. True patriotism is 
global. The true patriot is the dissident.

Michael Joseph Francisconi 
Dillon, MT

I do not believe the government is perfect. 
How could it be? It is run by sinners. It doesn't 
matter who you get rid of or who shows up next, it 
will still have problems. The only time an indi
vidual is happy with a particular elected official is 
when he or she happens to further that individual's 
own agenda. The best we can hope for as a country 
is that the people in charge of us are listening to 
the only One who is really in charge anyway.

Since no one believes that the government is 
perfect, why do so many expect the church to be? 
It too is made up of sinners. There will always be 
those who give it a bad name. There will always be 
some who will try to use it to their own advantage, 
and some who mean well and just get it wrong. 
That is why I don't put my faith in the government 
or the church organization. I put my faith in Jesus.

I am not a theologian or a politician, and I'm 
sorry to say that I won't have a long list of sources 
at the end of this letter, but I will have the only one 
that reveals the truth. And those who deny that the 
Bible is a "real" source... "They are the kind who 
worm their way into homes... who are loaded down 
with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil de
sires, always learning but never able to acknowl
edge the truth.” 2 Timothy 3:6 7 (Did that touch a 
nerve?)

Jen Davis 
Dillon, MT

What she needs now is understanding, compas
sion and love, not callousness and presumed guilt. 
Who, indeed, will cast the first stone?

Pat Darling 
Dillon

To the Editor,
Last week a letter was written encouraging 

you to contact your legislators in Helena urging 
them to pass legislation on HB 124 and SB 177 
which would greatly aid the public schools fund
ing concerns. Also, a letter was mailed to all par
ents of students W District'«) with information on 
hdto to contact theSeliglslitorS!

I was contacted and asked for a copy of the 
form letter sent to all parents. I now have this as a 
word document and would be happy to email it to

Please pray for
To the Editor,

It is hard to believe it is Easter, much less 
spring, given the weather we've had since the first 
of the year. With Easter comes thoughts of our 
men and women serving our country. Some as far 
from home this holy season as one ctm be. Some in 
harm's way and others in training to join them. 
While joining friends and family in worship and 
gatherings such as Easter egg hunts and dinners 
please remember to pray for our troops. Pray for 
their well being where ever they may be. Pray for 
their families and the swift return of our troops to 
our homeland.

Thank you to Lori Valach for her help in bring
ing letters and pictures from the elementary and 
middle school children. I read most of them and 
they were touching and sincere. I thank all of the 
children and their teachers for helping to bring a 
little bit of home to our troops from Beaverhead 
Co. that can not be here for Easter. They will most 
certainly cherish the gratitude of our young people 
for their sacrifice.

Please share some of the Easter joy with our 
veterans. We have many that need to share this 
time of year and some are far from family. Memo
rial Day is coming fast and that means parade time 
as well as thoughts of those that have passed on. 
The American Legion will have their annual cer
emony at Mountain View. The S.W. Montana Vet
erans Memorial Committee will hold their 3rd an
nual dedication and parade. Honor a veteran you 
know. Bricks are available by contacting Harvey 
Lake at 683-4514 and parade info and entry forms 
are available from A1 Lawson at 683-9380. With 
our new Montana Street this will surely be a great 
time for the community to honor our veterans and 
our troops.

Lastly, I applaud the new Dillon Supporting 
Soldiers Committee for bringing the beautiful 
wooden yellow ribbons to our main streets. This

anyone who wishes to email the form letter to 
legislators rather than mailing it. I would be happy 
to send you a copy if you would give me your email 
address.

Again, we encourage you to write our elected 
legislators so we can continue to^give the studepts 
of Dillon an excellent education mrbugh 'smaller 
class sizes and quality education programs. ’

Ginny Waldorf 
Dillon, MT

handful of parents saw a need and found a way to 
fill it. As a parent of a Senior Airman I thank them . 
all for their hard work. With many of our National■: 
Guard going over to Iraq as well as the many we 
already have deployed around the world this is a. 
great way to honor each of them. May these simple 
signs remind us all, as we hurry about our daily: 
routine, of our troops protection of our freedom to 1 
do so. This committee needs your help. Contact 
Lisa Rakich at 683-6283 or Deb Rose at 683-2763.

With the latest send out accomplished we are; 
now focusing on again updating our list of service! 
men and women from the county. If you have new 
info on a friend or loved one such as address, rank', 
or location changes. New entries into the service: 
or if they are getting out of the service. New 
deployments and those returning stateside. We 
need your info. Call Stan Smith at 683-4429 or 660- 
4429 or Joan Grogan at 683-4261. You can also 
make updates by E-Mail to 
whitehatcoalition@yahoo.com or drop off at the 
Big Sky Cinema after 3pm daily. We are also 
asking for donations for postage, donations to help 
support the DSS Committee and donations to our 
Phone Cards For The Troops Campaign at the Dillon 
Post Office. We also have collection boxes at the 
theatre, Kings and State Bank for boxes and items 
for Christmas care packs.

On behalf of the hard working volunteers of the 
White Hat Coalition I thank everyone in our com
munity for their support of our troops. They cer
tainly appreciated knowing their folks from; 
Beaverhead Co. are praying for their safe return. 
They are all aware of how proud we are of them 
and they carry this knowledge with them every
day they are serving our country. Thank you ev
eryone.

Stan Smith 
Beaverhead White Hat Coalition

Dillon, MT

God is an all-powerful Editor

Who will cast the first stone?

our troops

Stop being party of opposition
To the Editor,

They just pulled the feeding tube from Terri 
Schiavo. I'll bet the judge who issued that order is 
another left-wing law creating liberal idiot. The 
husband got a big chunk of money in a malpractice 
suit where he argued they needed the money for 
her care. As soon as he got it, he pulled all her 
therapy, after seven years of having nothing to do 
with her, he's got a new common law wife, new 
kids, and a new life insurance policy on his wife 
that he loved too much to divorce, then he sud
denly remembers that she didn't want to be kept 
alive artificially. Apparently, he was the only one 
she told, nevermind the fact that a feeding tube is 
not considered artificial life support. Is this not 
the state sponsored killing. Only the looney left 
favor the death penalty for anything except crimi
nal activity.

I saw on the news where scientists are now 
growing mice using human stem cells to grow their 
brains. I fully support this project. The demo
cratic party is in need of new leadership. Let me 
be the first to nominate the mouse from Massachu
setts. Bonehead liberals are living proof that the

experiment in reverse has failed.
I'm not going to attack anyone personally, but I 

expect that I will be. Just so you know, I don't 
always agree with Bush or conservatives. I've 
been expecting National Guard troops on our bor
ders since Sept. 12,2001. I think his border policy 
is a huge mistake in exchange for votes. My par
ents were life-long dems, until 1972 when they 
nominated a communist for president.

In my years of watching liberals and shaking 
my head, I've noticed that they need conservatives 
to set their policies. They wait to see what conser
vatives think of something, then they think up 
ways to oppose it. I don't think the last election 
was any kind of mandate for Bush, but it should be 
a clear message to dems to stop being just the 
party of opposition. I'm convinced that in order to 
become one of the liberal sheep, first you have to 
stop to think, then forget to start again. I hope you 
all get the help you need.

Richard Clark 
Dillon, MT
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