
Dillon Public 
Library observes
Banned Books week

The Dillon Public Library is observing a spe
cial week... Banned Books Week.

Library Director Marie Habener notes that 
"throughout the country, children are starting a 
new academic year. Teachers are sending out 
their lists of required readings and parents are 
beginning to gather books. In some cases," 
Habener noted," classics like "The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn," "The Catcher in the Rye," and 
"To Kill a Mocking Bird," may not be included in 
the curriculum or available in some school li
braries due to challenges made by parents or 
administrators."

Since 1990, Habener, added, the American Li
brary Association's Office for Intellectual Free
dom has recorded more than 7,800 book chal
lenges. A challenge is a formal, written com
plaint requesting a book be removed from li
brary shelves or school curriculum.

About three out of four of all challenges are to 
material in schools or school libraries, Habener 
said, and the rest are to material in public librar
ies.

Less than a quarter of all challenges are esti
mated to be reported and recorded, she noted.

Habener said it is thanks to the commitment 
of librarians, teachers, parents and students that 
most challenges are unsuccessful, and reading 
materials like "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings," 
"Slaughterhouse Five" and Phyllis Reynolds 
Naylor's "Alice" series remain available.

Even very popular books do not escape chal
lenges. From 1999 to 2002, Habener said, the 
Harry Potter series was on the top 10 list of most 
frequently challenged books.

Most challenges and restricted reading mate
rials have been books for children, Habener said,

< but noted the challenges are not just expressing 
a point of view, they are an attempt to remove 
materials from public use, and restricting other's 
access to them.

"Even if the motivation to ban or challenge a 
book is well intentioned, the outcome is detri
mental. Censorship denies our freedom as indi
viduals to choose and think for ourselves." 
She cautions that for children, decisions about 
what books to read should be made by the people 
who know them best, their parents.

As part of the observance of Banned Books 
Week, the Dillon Public Library is putting up a 
display of books that are on the list of "The 100 
Most Frequently Challenged Books."

"This year's celebration," she said, commemo
rates the most basic freedom in a democratic 
society, the freedom to read freely, and encour
ages us not to take this freedom for granted."

She urged library patrons to stop and pick up 
an old favorite, or a new banned book this week, 
to celebrate that freedom.

Library robbed; 
money taken

Certainly not a part of the Dillon Public 
Library's Banned Book Week was an unexpected 
break in early Monday morning.

Entry to the library was secured by jimmying 
a door in the back of the building.

About $100 was taken, and an effort was ap
parently made to steal computers, which were 
cabled down. They were not taken. Some vandal
ism damage also occurred, Library Director 
Marie Habener said.

Dillon City Police are investigating and seek
ing information about the incident.

Bridge work set
Resurfacing of the Maiden Rock Bridge will 

take place on September 28 and 29. The bridge 
will remain open but users can expect up to an 
hour delay at times.

The bridge is located directly west of Exit 
#99 (Moose Creek) from 1-15 south of Butte. The 
Bureau of Land Management, Butte Field Office 
is administering the contract work.

For questions, contact Lee Walsh, engineer 
with the BLM in Butte, 533-7600.
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High flying, high painting
Above, a motocross jumper goes high, and swings off the bike's seat during one of dozens of 

breathtaking jumps Saturday night on Montana Street. The jumping exhibition was part of the 
Urban Art and Music Festival organized by Cory Birkenbuel of Dillon. The event brought several 
dozen urban artists and graffiti writers to Dillon to show their skills on the old Carpita Building. 
The city now owns the building and has slated it for razing for a parking lot.

Hundreds of spectators watched the artists and the jumpers, and not a few took advantage of a 
mobile tattoo parlor from Missoula, adding their own personal touch of art.

Birkenbuel noted that while there were "one or two" people who expressed their concern over 
the festival and the graffiti painting, on the whole the acceptance "was terrific. We had a great 
time, and showed Dillon something a little bit different. Hopefully we will be able to do this next 
year as well."

Below, a crew of graffiti writers "tag" a wall, using logos that have become known nationally. 
Some are seen on railroad cars traveling through Dillon as well.
»This time, however, the-graffiti was welcomed, and the writers themselves, were invited, to.. 

Dillon from as far away as Los Angeles. John harrows Photos

Dillon
budget
done

By John Borrows
It's been n long time coming, ami it 

wasn't without a lot of contention, and 
not a little blood on the carpet, but the 
Dillon City Budget is completed.

Council members in a special ses
sion last Thursday completed Ihe bud
get. It will now go to two public hear
ings this Wednesday. September 28. 
The first will be at 2 p.m. and the 
second at 6:30 p.m.

Both will be held in the City Hall 
council chambers

It was originally planned, Mayor 
Marty Malesich stud, to hold a special 
council meeting at 7 p.m. to formally 
adopt the budget, but a quorum of 
council members could not be assured, 
so the council will formally adopt it 
next week at its regular meeting on 
October 5.

The budget includes a reserve of 
$23,787, down from $29,263, last year 
Malesich said.

It also provides a number of sig
nificant increases, including moving 
the city judge from one-half to three 
quarter time, the making of a halftime 
clerk full time for the court, and the 
hiring of a full time clerk in the city 
office.

"That is a $31),00(1 increase,"for the 
court Malesich said.

The council also provided $21,1)00 
in additional funds, $15,000 to begin 
purchase of a ladder truck, for the 
fire department. The mayor said the 
council stipulated the department is 
to return with firm figures and a pay
ment plan, however.

Tha, meant cutting some areas. 
One area that suffered some cuts was 
the city library, which was reduced 
about $10,000, but allowed to u:;e ey- 
isting reserves to partially pay for a 
parking lot completed this fiscal year, 
but approved lust year. It did, how
ever, provide $5,000 for earthquake 
damage repairs, Malesich added.

Balancing the budget required 
most departments to make cuts, as 
much as six percent in some areas, to 
bring revenues and expenses in line.

Last year's general fund budget 
was $923,758, with actual expenditures 
for the fiscal year 2004 200.5 of 
$891,909. This year's budget is 
$949,807. A number of expenses, like 
the recent Williams retirement case 
which requires the city to pay about 
$205,000 in interest and principal for 
a mistake made years ago, is not com
ing directly from the general fund, 
but through the debt service account, 
with a debt owing for part of it from 
Ihe retirement fund.

The largest single area of expense 
is the police department, which is bud
geted from $447,517, up from nearly 
$420,000 last yeur.The public is invited 
to either of the hearings Malesich said 
to express their opinions on the bud
get.

And the 
walls go 
up...

It was a fascinating thing 
to watch as workers, using a 
huge crane, lifted the heavy 
concrete walls into place for 
the Family YMCA Building.

It has been years coming 
to this point, as local volun
teers raised nearly $3 million 
for the project, and the rais
ing of the walls was a mile
stone in a long journey.

The Y is currently selling 
memberships, in anticipation 
of opening next year.
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