
■ftii-i.frnfinr-i liiiglifo

I )¡¡ 11 in 1 ki i ; i  M W t - c  vf-cuy. Srptembe' 26 2005 Page A-7

More letters Continued from  pat;c .4-4

Continues YMCA questions
To The Editor:
The Y.MCA Covenant with our community will 

enhance the YMCA brand.
In The Bible, the term "covenant” has a special 

meaning. I am also using that special meaning for 
the YMCA Covenant: "an honor agreement, a public 
pleage promise."

FROM Whom TO Whom
In the YMCA Covenant, the Demand Side (CEO 

Roger Pelletier and YMCA Board) and the Supply 
Side (City and County Elected Public Officials) make 
a public pledge promise to the citizen-voters and 
citizen-taxpayers of Beaverhead County.

The Covenant includes their public pledge prom
ise about taxpayer-funded financing for the YMCA

Taxpayer-Funded Financing (TFK) can take many 
forms, both direct and indirect.

One TFK form is the $13,000 the city gave to the 
YMCA Summer Program and another $5,000 is pro
posed in the draft budget (if my information sources 
are correct). Personally, I do not see any problems 
with these relatively small" allocations, especially 
since the YMCA is acting as a private contractor 
for the Summer Program.

Another I FF form is a mill levy-like tax where 
the taxpayers of Beaverhead County would be re
quired to finance the YMCA. This TFF form would 
be used to finance YMCA capital budgets and/or 
operating budgets.

Other I FF forms include variations of mill levy
like taxes and municipal bonds that our elected city 
and county officials can adopt and adapt.

The DEMAND Side.
(1) CEO Roger Pelletier.

Now it gets personal
To the Editor,

In 2001 the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National 
Forest (BFNF) Team embarked on the task of re
vising the Forest Plan for multiple uses of the 
forest. During the period from 2001 until dune 
2005, the team solicited public comments of how 
best to manage the forest as related to grazing, 
roadless areas, winter and summer motorized and 
non motorized use, timber allocation, recommended 
wilderness and wilderness study areas and wild
fire suppression policy to name a few,

The Draft Revised Forest Plan is now complete 
and available for public comment. The Plan is 1200 
pages in length in 3 soft-bound volumes, with de
tailed maps of the impacted areas, The Plan is also 
available on CD. You have until October 31,2005 to 
review it and make informed comments to the 
Forest Service. Although the formal cutoff for com
ments on this Revised Forest Plan was extended 30 
days and now closes on October 31, 2005, if you 
have a concern or issue and have input for the 
Forest Service, they will take your informed com
ments past the deadline.

The purpose of this letter is to inform those 
who may be unaware of the ongoing planning 
process that is being conducted by the BDNF. The 
Revised Forest Plan will have impacts on water
sheds, vegetation treatments, suitable timber acre
age, roads, winter and summer motorized travel, 
'wilderness, wildfire suppression and other very 
important forest use issues.

In short, decisions in this Revised Forest Plan 
may very well impact you personally on how you 
use or recreate in the BDNF.

By issuing this draft for comment, the Beaver
head-Deerlodge National Forest is essentially ask
ing the public to proof read the document and 
supply feedback on how the agency is proposing to 
manage the 3.32 million acres that are subject to

its administration. They are asking for your input 
so that they have a handle on "the will of the people" 
to direct their final management decisions.

At a recent meeting, I was surprised that so 
many of the local residents of Beaverhead County 
appear unaware that this process is taking place 
and that it can have far reaching implications for 
them. Here is your opportunity to get involved and 
at least have your opinions aired and your voice 
heard. Whether you believe it or not, if you have 
specific and detailed constructive comments, your 
input can effect a change.

If you want to get involved, there are a number 
of places to get information. The Beaverhead- 
Deerlodge Draft Forest Plan can be accessed on 
the Forest Service web site at www.fd.fed.us/rl/b- 
d/forest-plan or you can pick up a copy at the 
Supervisor’s office at -120 Barrett Street, Dillon, 
Montana. You can contact Marty Gardner at 406 
6K3-3S60. He is the team leader for the Draft Plan 
and has indicated he would make himself available 
to come and explain the proposal and discuss ideas 
about the forest plan with any group. He is avail
able to personally help you understand the Plan 
and help you make comments that are effective in 
relating your opinions to the agency, or you can 
contact tile Forest Supervisor's office at 406 682- 
3900 and ask for .lack DeGolia who is the informa
tion officer at the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National 
Forest.

For Beavehead and Madison County residents, 
you can attend a regular meeting of your county 
commissioners and voice your concern. Or contact 
them when you can. They will be providing input 
to the Forest Service for the counties as part of the 
process. If you have interest it is time to get in
formed and get involved-it NOW BECOMES PER
SONAE

Barry Emge
Polaris, MT

Just in time for the opening of
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ARCTIC CAT
MODEL YEAR CLEARANCE

2005 650 v2 4x4

LIME GREEN $6,758 or $123.53 mo
2005 500 4x4 AUTO

LIME GREEN $6,234 or $111.75 mo
2005 500 4x4 TWO UP

RED $6,789 or $123.53 mo
2005 500 4x4 AUTO

GREEN $6,234 or $111.53 mo
2005 400 4x4 ACT

GREEN $4,823 or $81.69 mo
2005 400 4x4 ACT

RED $4,823 or $81.69 mo
2005 400 4x4 AUTO LE

CAMO $5,934 or $105.34 mo
Payments based on  $ 1 .00 0  d ow n  
cash ordrade. 9.9% APR OAC 60 
month term

ARCTIC CAT
MORE TO GO ON;

PURCHASE A CHANCE
to win a $10,000 Special Edition MSU 
Bobcat Snowmobile. Only 800 chances 
sold. $25. Drawing Nov. 19 at the CAT- 
GRIZ Game. Tickets on sale here!

ELTYLER & mrnim
MOTORS, INC.

m j

675 N. Montana • Dillon • 683-2371 1-800-423-5428

During the last several years, CEO Pelletier has 
been a tireless champion of the Y.MCA, whether Ins 
duties included fund raising or community commu
nications.

As part of the Covenant, CKO Pelletier needs to 
make his intentions crystal clear to the taxpayers 
of Beaverhead County.

(2) YMCA Board of Directors
The YMCA Board includes an excellent team 

with a diverse set of managerial skills.
The Board also must step forward and provide 

our community with its intentions about using TFF. 
For their part of the Covenant, all Board members 
should sign the Boardis pledge

The Board represents the permanent future of 
the YMCA and their pledge is crucial for the Cov
enant.

The SCPPI.Y Side.
(1) Mayor Malesich, Mayoral Candidates Warm, i 

& Pilgrim, and City Council Members.
Our elected city representatives must live up to 

their roles and responsibilities. They must identify 
what TFF they support (if any) for the YMCA

(2) Commissioners McGinley, ilaugland, and 
Rice.

Our elected county representatives must live up 
to their roles and responsibilities ( lur County Com
missioners must identify what TFF they support (if

anvi for the YMCA.
Why WRITTEN. Why PI BMC in the Tribune.
Transparency, Accountability and Trust: These 

are the key attribute qualities that we citizens must 
insist on for our public officials

By challenging the Demand Side and Supply Side 
participants to make their public pledge promises 
in writing, we have a transparent record (evidence) 
to hold them accountable.

By making their written pledges public in the 
Tribune, the Demand Side and Supply Side partici
pants provide our community a cosi-effective way 
of learning who made what pledge

The Tribune is the perfect public forum to ini
tiate and finalize the YMCA Covenant.

THE BOTTOM KINK.
The YMCA Covenant will not be complete until 

all the members of the Demand Side and Supply 
Side make their written public pledge promises to 
the taxpayers (and voters) of Beaverhead County.

Any further delays will only fan the flames of 
whisper campaigns and rumor mills.

Our community is blessed in many ways. Eel s 
continue this hope and trust.

Eel's enhance the YMCA brand by completing 
the YMCA Covenant!

Randy Piper, Ph D., M B A.
Global Infinity Insights (GlI), Dillon

Rebuts roadless complaint
To the Editor:
The opinion letter m last week's Dillon 'Tribune 

titled "Please correct me if I ni wrong" begs a re
sponse.... and certainly needs a lot of correcting.

Mr. Darrell Johnson makes the assertion that a 
Forest Service representative recently made the 
request that "No yelling will be tolerated " during an 
informational meeting that was being conducted in 
regard to the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest Plan 
revision. Well I’m not sure that Mr Johnson accu
rately quoted that individual, nut it v  Dandy seems 
reasonable for people to conduct themselves in a 
civil manner at a public meeting. Does Mr. Johnson 
consider respectful behavior to be ail unreasonable 
request?

Mr. Johnson claims that the Forest Service is 
proposing to place "huge vast areas' into a recom
mended wilderness status He is way off the mark 
on that point as well. 'The areas that the Forest 
Service has proposed for wilderness management 
are very minimal in comparison to previous wilder 
ness proposals that our congressional representa
tives have, at various times, placed in bills before 
Congress

For instance, a wilderness bill written by Sena 
tor Conrad Burns would have designated a large 
area of wilderness in the West Big Hole mountains, 
but the Forest Service proposal recommends zero 
acres for wilderness designation there. Similarly, 
the West Pioneers have received various congres
sional designations for a protected wilderness or a 
nonmotorized core, but no wilderness management 
recommendation is being proposed by the Forest 
Service for the West Pioneers either, unfortunately.

Mr. Johnson complains that he can't read the 
documents provided by the Forest Service, and yet 
the whole point of the informational meeting was to 
simplify and highlight the main points contained 
within those rather extensive documents. He claims 
that choosing an alternative is like trying to guess 
"What's behind door tt 3?" as if the information is 
being intentionally hidden from him. Folks who at
tended the informational meeting that attended 
stilted that they were very impressed with the help 
they had received from Forest Service representa
tives whenever they called upon them. 'That has 
been my experience, as well.

What really seems to be bugging Mr. Johnson 
boils down to the fact that he is being told that he 
can't drive his 4-wheeler anywhere he damn well 
pleases. He claims that practically the entire For
est is being locked away from him and his motor
ized recreation buddies.

Eet's examine that claim with a few simple facts 
and figures First of all, the Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
Forest has a total of 6671 miles of roads and 2519 
miles of trails.

To put these huge numbers in perspective, that 
road mileage alone would be enough to take a per
son front Dillon, Montana to Buenos Aires, Argen
tina....(That’s located in the southern hall'of South
America for those folks needing a bit of geography

review. I
Adding the trail mileage to that figure would 

carry your (hopefully amphibious) OKV 1000 miles 
past the southern tip of South America and on over 
to the icy continent of Antarctica. Yep ... That's 
how many miles of roads and trails currently exist 
in our local National Forest. It's no wonder that 
Forest Service officials are not calling for addi
tional roads to be built!

Currently, Mr., Johnson and his motorized bud
dies have access to 93' j of those road miles and 
54'i of those trail miles. ’That total amount of mo
torized route access equals about 7500 miles. .. which 
is a distance that would put you far past Buenos 
Aires and about half way to the southern tip of the 
continent.

Now, Mr. Johnson is very worried that the new 
Forest Plan revision would drastically cut back that 
huge mileage. But in reality, the Preferred Alter
native #5 only asks for an overall 5'i reduction in
motorized mileage, to about 7100 miles..... which
would still put you about 700 miles beyond Buenos 
Aires, Argentina!

Figure it this way....If you could ride 50 miles of
those motorized routes each day of your weekends 
(that's 100 miles of riding per weekend) and you did 
that for about 6 months out of the year when the 
routes are fairly free of snow (perhaps 30 week
ends of motorized recreation per year?) It would 
take a person more than 2 years to drive all of that 
road mileage in just this National Forest alone. And 
of course there are a bunch of other National For
ests nearby, plus other public lands (BEM, State 
Mind, etc.) where more motorized routes are avail-'
able. So....What's the problem? Where's the beef?
And who's really being the greedy one in regard to 
this issue of sharing our public lands?

When motorized advocates like Mr. Johnson 
whine about the federal government taking away 
their "freedoms".... Eet's try to keep their shallow 
complaints in perspective.

As to Mr., Johnson's absurd claim that all of this 
amounts to some kind of international conspiracy
run by the ICUN....Well......You KNOW where you
can file that kind of wacko stuff. Get real!

This issue simply boils down to the fact that 
plenty of local folks who like to Inke and hunt and 
ride horses on quiet trails are getting sick and tired 
of having their peace and quiet ruined by the mo
torized hoards of idiots! That's the user conflict 
which is driving these reforms, Mr. Johnson Wake
up and smell the coffee....or your exhaust, as the
case may be. It's just ordinary folks wanting to 
keep some of the wildness in our wild lands. That's 
all.

I would ask my friends and neighbors to speak 
up right now, and tell the Forest Service that you 
want more of our forest to be managed as quiet, 
nonmotorized backenuntry.

Jack Kirkley 
Dillon
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The University of Montana-Western Drama Program presents

Neil Simon's contem porary classic

The Odd Couple
in two versions!

The "Mens version" with Oscar Madison (the slob) 
and Felix Ungar (the finicky fellow)

Sept. 29-30 & Oct 1.
The "Women's version" featuring Olive & Florence 

as the main characters 
Oct. 6, 7, & 8.

® For matinees & special 
rates contact Director

W e s te r n ' Judy Ulrich 683- 7422
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