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Animal Shelter hosts
annual fundraiser

The Beaverhead Animal Shelter is having
their Annual Spaghetti Dinner and Auction
Fundraiser on May 2 at the Elks Lodge in
Dillon. The group is now accepting donations
of auction items. Pick-up service is available
by calling 683-8119.

"Please help us help the wonderful pets at
the Animal Shelter," said a spokesperson.

Hospital trustee
ballots due May 6

The Public District Hospital Board of
Trustee election race between Rich Wassail
and Lawrence Morrisroe requires that the
ballots be at the Beaverhead Clerk and Re-
corder's office by May 6 at 5 p.m. The ballots
were mailed to qualified voters on April 18.

Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes is today
• The Women's Resource Center is proud to
present Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, an interna-
tional movement of men walking to end sexual
violence against women, will be presented by
the Women's Resource Center today. The event
starts at the University of Montana Western at
3:30 p.m. in front of the Roe House.

Guest speakers include county attorney Jed
Fitch and Perry Shank who will kick off WAM
2014. Atlantic Street will be closed from the
University to Beaverhead County High School
promptly at 4 p.m. and reopen at 5 p.m. The
walkers will wear high heeled shoes on the
awareness walk down to the high school and
back to the college.

The Women's Resource Center invites the
Dillon community to join them along the route
to cheer on walkers and enjoy the fun while
bringing awareness to this important issue.

National statistics indicate that one in five
women will report a sexual assault at some
point in her lifetime.

Soroptimist Donkey
Basketball on May 6

Local drug stores reported to be running
low on liniment and pain killers as hearty, local
residents prepare to ride real, live donkeys in
an upcoming Donkey Basketball Game.

Sponsored by the Dillon Soroptimist, the
event will be Tuesday, May 6 at the BW Lodge
Gym starting at 7 p.m. Participating teams in
the Donkey Basketball Game will be Dillon
Dental Clinic, Murdochs, BCHS Rodeo Team,
RE Miller and Dillon Volunteer Fire Dept.

Donkey Sports, Inc. of Entiat. Wash., will be
providing the donkeys and the officials.

Advanced tickets may be purchased from
Womacks Printing, 3-D. The Mini & Murdoch's.
Adult ticket is $8 or $9 at the door. Student (7-
12 grade) $6 or $7 at the door. Children (K-6
grade) $4 or $.5 at the door.
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Don't miss the Dillon Tribune Spring
Home Improvement tab inserted in this edi-
tion of the Dillon Tribune

PAWS
Parkview Elementary Principal Greg Fitzgerald cites students for meeting school expectations during an

assembly on Friday. The Positive Attitudes Will Succeed (PAWS) program is part of the school's Montana
Behavior Inititiative matrix that reinforces and acknowledges student success with positive behavior. The
PAWS assemblies are held each month. J P Plutt photo

Teachers' union, School District
10 reach tentative agreement

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

Representatives of the Dillon
School District 10 Board of Trustees
and leaders of the union representing
its 49 teachers reached a tentative
deal on Monday evening.

The one-year contract would in-
crease the teachers' base pay by 1.5
percent for the coming school year
and contributions to their health
insurance by 2.5 percent.
"We have looked over the package

proposal and really appreciate it, and
would like to take it our members for
a vote," said Parkview Elementary
music teacher Kristy Hutchinson,
who also serves as co-president, with
Denise Hahnkamp, of the Beaverhead
Education Association, the union that
represents SD 10's teachers.

"Wonderful," responded SD 10
Superintendent Dr. Glen Johnson,
who assisted Board of Trustees
President Jed Petersen and Board
Member Nicole Andersen in the
negotiations.

The deal also aims to hump up the
pay of the cross country head coach
from 3 percent to 4 percent of base
salary and establishes 2 percent of
base salary compensation for the
Academic Olympics coach.

In addition, the tentative accord
would adjust some contract language
in regards to maternity/paternity and
adoption leeve to align it with SD 10
policy and the federal Family Medical
Leave Act, as well as the deadline for
teachers to alert the administration
on "qualified educational lane chang-
es" that could increase individual
teachers' salaries due to their earn-
ing additional college course credits
related to their work.

The deal now goes to a vote by the
full membership of the Beaverhead
Education Association, with Hutchin-
son saying that vote could be or-
ganized and completed as early as
Friday.

If approved, the deal would go
before the full SD 10 Board at its next
meeting, on May 13.

The new contract would cost SD
10 an additional $72,043 in teacher
salaries and $13,750 in health insur-
ance contributions for 2014-15.

The tentative accord came at the
end of the third bargaining session
between representatives of the SD
10 Board and teachers union over
the past month.

Discussions between the two
sides during that time touched on
a number of issues, among them

improving communication between
teachers and the administration,
expectations of hourly vs. salaried
employment, the required number of
work days, professional development
procedures and what matters should
be discussed and resolved outside of
contract negotiations.

But while the two sides agreed to
continue a dialogue on those issues,
the deal turned on the numbers,
which ended up pretty much mirror-
ing the ones presented by the union at
the first bargaining session, with just
a half-percent percent difference in
the size of the base salary increase,
which the union originally hoped
would be 2 percent instead of 1.5.

The union had also originally
requested a multi-year deal, but the
Board insisted the contract be limited
to one year.

"It's not the right time to enter into
a multi-year contract," said Johnson.

In addition to Hutchinson, the
teacher's union was represented in
the negotiations by SD 10 teachers
Andrew Zitzer, Patti Monaco, Kim
Parke and Cathy Knox. and assisted
by Larry Nielsen. the Southwest 4
service area consultant for the Mon-
tana Education Association-Montana
Federation of Teachers.

BCHS bomb
threat a hoax

By J.P. Plutt
Dillon Tribune staff

A bomb threat at Beaverhead
County High School delayed the open-
ing of classes 'fliesday morning by
two hours. After an investigation by
school officials and local law enforce-
ment, no threat was located and the
school was determined safe.

"It is a scare, and even if it is
low-risk, we have to take it very se-
riously," said BCHS Superintendent
Fred Chouinard. "If this happened
too often, we wouldn't have enough
hours and we would have to extend
the school year into June."

Monday morning, a student using
the men's restroom noticed the threat
written on a bathroom stall wall and
reported it to his teacher, who quickly
called Chouinard.

The threat read, "Ha Ha.. The
School Will Blow at 10 am tomorrow
morning Im serious! (sic)"
"We called the police immediately,

and two officers from the Dillon Po-
lice Department came to confer
with myself and Gary Haverfield
about what our next step was," said
Chouinard. "Since the bomb threat ap-
peared h, targeted for Tuesday, we
decided when school was dismissed to
completely go through all buildings
on the campus to make sure there
were no bombs."

Chouinard sent out a mass voice
mail to all parents and guardians of
students Monday afternoon through
the school's Blackboard Connect
system, explaining the threat. The
voice mail told parents that school
would not be open until 10:30 a.m.
on Tuesday and that parents had the
option of keeping their children home
for the day on an excused absence
Of the 50 or so high school students
who ride the bus, only four attended
school Tuesday. Likewise, attendance
in general showed a sharp decrease in
student population on Tuesday.

Chouinard said since the threat
was found on Monday and no students
were in the building on Sunday, the
threat seemed to indicate an event for
Tuesday. He added that the warning
was written in small letters and not in
a conspicuous location, leaving open
the possibility that the words could
have been left a week or two before
being discovered.
"As far as we know, it could have

been written two weeks ago," said
Chouinard. "Now we have everyone
on high alert. We do have security
cameras in all of the hallways and
if we knew approximately when it
did happen we could narrow it down
to find the perpetrator. At this point.
we've turned the investigation over
to the police department "

Continued from page A-2

SD#10 gets new bid on Mary Innes School
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
It's back, on the table.
The sale of the Mary Innes School returned to

the realm of imminent possibility this week with
a new offer delivered to the Board of Trustees of
Dillon School District 10, which owns the downtown
Dillon property.

An anonymous buyer put forth an offer of
$100,000 on Monday through local real estate
professional ('hip Rule to buy the approximately
14,000-square foot Mary Innes building and the
one acre of land it sits on.

"Is there a reason why we don't know who
the buyer is?" asked SD 10 Board Member Mike
Thing

"I have a duty of confidentiality not to disclose
it publically until he is the legal owner of record."
answered Rule.

Rule told the SD 10 Board of Trustees at the
special meeting it held Monday evening to hear the
offer that as part of the proposed deal the buyer
was requesting a 45-day due diligence period for
general structure inspection

"I don't see it to he an issue, but I want him
l the buyer) to have the opportunity to learn all
the facts," said Rule, who revealed that the buyer
wanted to close by .July 1.

The Board voted unanimously to table the offer
until at least its next regular meeting. on May 12.
so it could do some due diligence of its own.

"Since we represent the public, I would like to
take some time to ask them how they feel about this
deal," said SD 10 Board Vice ('hair Kathy Hilton

"I'm reluctant to jump into a $100,000 deal
without more information, particularly since
we almost recently sold it for $300,000," agreed

Hilton's fellow SD 10 Board Member Todd Rouse.
referring to the offer for three times the current
offer for the Mary limes that fell apart last June.

A $300,000 purchase agreement reached in
December 2012 between SD 10 and a potential
buyer collapsed six months later after the bidder
had completed a lengthy building inspection and
fiscal analysis that concluded there was no way to
turn a profit on the deal, due to the high costs as-
sociated with renovating the Mary Innes building,
which was completed in the 1920s.

Rule brokered that $300,000 purchase agree-
ment between SD 10 and Dr. John Micha. who was
looking to add the Mary Innes to the portfolio of
local properties he has acquired in recent years
for the pension fund he set up to serve the dozens
of employees of his gynecologic oncology practice
Those properties include the Dillon Implement
building on North Idaho St and the Andrus Plaza
(aka the Dilmart building) on South Idaho Street

Micha has spent more than a million dollars
renovating those properties, but ultimately decided
against investing in the Mary limes. which SD 10
Superintendent Dr Glen Johnson said would cost
$3.5 million dollars just to bring up to current
code, according to an estimate SD 10 received six
years ago.

Johnson also reminded the SD 10 Board on
Monday what it was costing them to maintain the
Mary Innes
"Over the course of the school year, it's cost

us. and this is ballpark. hut with the maintenance
we have to provide, the custodial time we have to
provide, the utilities, that kind of thing. I would
estimate it to he costing between $85,000 and
$100,000 per year." said Johnson. who added that
SD 10 was recouping only about $1500 per month

in rental income on the property
"I agree that any offer is a good oiler, consider-

ing the money we put into it, but I want to make
sure the deal is good for Dillon," said Hilton. who
also wanted to get a solid estimate on the value
of the Mary Innes land, minus the Mary !noes
building

Rule told the SD 10 Board on Monday he esti-
mated the property's five lots could he sold for a
combined total of between $150,000 and $200,000
if the Mary lnnes building was demolished, but
that he didn't have exact figures

"I have never looked into that — I don't even
want to be the one who mentions that," said Rule,
of the possibility of tearing down the Mary limes
building.

Hilton said the Board had received an estimate
of about $250,000 for the demolition, a process
that would require extensive safety measures to
account for the building's hazardous materials,
which include asbestos
SD 10 Board Chair Jed Petersen said a local

contractor had told him he thought the demolition
could he accomplished for only about $100,000.

"Nobody wants to see it turn down," asserted
Petersen. on the building that had housed the SD
10 administrative offices and its kindergartners
until the addition to the current SD 10 campus on
North Cottom Street was completed in 2012.

Rule, who said the doomed deal he brokered
between Micha and SD 10 in 2012 had proven to
he the most complicated transaction of his career,
revealed on Monday that another complication for
a potential deal had arisen in the past two years--
thy dig(overv of a strip of land, six inches by 115
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