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IN Blau'
Western graduation
Saturday at 11 a.m.

The University of Montana Western will
hold its annual commencement ceremony
Saturday, May 10.

The ceremony will begin at 11 a.m. in the
Straugh Gymnasium located in the Bulldog
Athletic and Recreation Center (BARC) on the
UMW campus. A reception will follow on the
lawn outside the BARC or in the adjacent Keltz
Arena in case of inclement weather.

Montana Gov. Steve Bullock will serve as
this year's commencement speaker. Bullock,
Montana's former attorney general, was
elected as the state's governor on Nov. 6, 2012.
He began his public service career in 1996 as
chief legal counsel to the Montana Secretary
of State.

This year's commencement is current Mon-
tana Western Chancellor Richard Storey's last
graduation ceremony. He announced earlier
this spring he will retire in August.

Montana Western has 351 graduation candi-
dates. For more on the graduation, see page B-4.

Forum tonight on
chancellor search

The University of Montana Western will
host an open forum for the campus and commu-
nity regarding its upcoming chancellor search.

The forum will be held Wednesday, May 7,
at 4 p.m. in the Lewis and Clark Room located
in Mathews Hall on the UMW campus.

Members of the search committee for a new
chancellor will be present to hear comments
regarding the upcoming search process and
advertisement.

Current Montana Western Chancellor Rich-
ard Storey announced earlier this spring he
will retire at the beginning of August. Storey
guided Montana Western through the imple-
mentation of Experience One, the university's
innovative scheduling program where students
take one class at a time. In addition, during
his tenure Montana Western's enrollment has
increased 44.3 percent.

The university will work closely with the
University of Montana to find a new chancel-
lor. Montana Western is an affiliate institution
within the University of Montana System.

Letter carriers seek
donations of food

The Dillon Post Office asks customers "to
help the hungry” and donate to the annual
National Association of Letter Carriers Food
Drive across America on Saturday. All the food
collected goes to the Beaverhead Food Pantry.

Postal customers wishing to donate food
items should leave them in a plastic bag and
leave the bag of food items by your mailbox,
before mail delivery, May 10.

Food items should be non-perishable such
as dried, canned and packaged products. Items
most needed are canned meats, soup, fruits and
vegetables; and packaged non-perishables such
as pasta cereal, powdered milk and vegetables.
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Don't miss the latest edition of Montana
Best Times inserted in this edition of the
Dillon Tribune

Judge sets city council straight
By M.P. Regan

Dillon 'h-ibune staff
Questions raised at the Dillon City Council's last meet-

ing about some of her professional practices inspired a
letter from City Judge Shea Erwin that was placed on the
agenda for tonight's City Council meeting.

In the April 23 letter to the City Council and Mayor
Mike Klakken included in tonight's meeting packets,
Erwin responded to recent comments made by some
councilpersons about her City Council meeting attendance
record and use of City Council Chambers.
"We do need for her [Judge Erwin] to start attending

meetings, at least once a month," asserted Councilperson
Lynn Westad, at the April 16 City Council meeting.
"The ordinances require that," agreed Councilperson

Swede Troedsson.
Klakken advised the Council that night he had dis-

cussed the attendance issue with Erwin, who was ap-
pointed to a two-year term as city judge in January but has
not attended many regular City Council meetings since.

Klakken said Erwin had told him she had avoided the
Council meetings over her concerns about keeping mat-
ters of the City Court and City Council separate.

Erwin addressed the issue in writing in the April 23

letter.
"As to my attendance City Council meetings, the con-

sensus of other judges around the State is that unless
there is an issue that requires particular input from the
judge or an issue directly related to the judiciary is at
hand, the common wisdom and best practice is to not
attend regular meetings due to the fact that individuals
participating in council business or issues considered at
those meetings may potentially be brought before the
Court," wrote Erwin in the letter.

"Potential conflicts of interest and/or charges of undue
influence due to particularized knowledge present a spe-
cial concern for judges in small communities. Limiting the
instances when judges may need to recuse themselves is
an important consideration," continued Erwin.

"It is also noted that at other levels of government the
judiciary remains separate from legislative proceedings
as well as those matters involving interaction between
the executive and legislative branches. This should not be
interpreted as indifference or disrespect to the Council
or its proceedings, but simply the City Judge doing what
is best for the interests of the citizens of Dillon."

Continued to page A - 8

Dude walks like a lady
The Women's Resource Center held "Walk a Mile in Her Shoes" last Wednesday to focus attention on end-

ing sexual violence against women Beaverhead County Attorney Jed Fitch and Perry Shank gave speeches
before the well attended walk from the college down to the high school and back. J P Plutt photo

SHEA ERWIN

BCHS plans
choral concert
for May 14

Last song for
honored seniors

The Beaverhead County High
School choral department will pres-
ent the last concert of the school year
Wednesday, May 14, at 7:30 p.m. in
the BCHS auditorium. This concert
honors our graduating seniors.

Choral groups will present fes-
tival pieces during the first half of
the concert. Teen Tones and Treble
Chorus will open the concert with
"Herbstlied" by Felix Mendelssohn.
The Women's Ensemble ( singing "Al-
leluia"), Freshmen Ensemble ("Every
Night When the Sun Goes In"), Men's
Ensemble ("Loch Lomond"), Mixed
Ensemble ("A Red, Red, Rose"), and
Teen Tones ("Ave Maria") will all
present their superior rated State
Festival selections. The Barber-
shop Quartet and Sweet Adelines
will lighten up the first half with
"Hello Ma Baby" and "Yesterday"
respectively. The Men's Chorus will
sing "Sing Me a Song of a Lad That
is Gone".

The second half will feature
senior solos in a medley of Disney
favorites The presentation of
awards for participation in the 2014
District and State Music Festivals
and presentation of the Ralph McFad-
den Music Cup and National School
Choral Award will be given at the
conclusion of the concert.

The choral program is under the
direction of Laurie Hagenbarth with
over 60 students participating. The
public is invited to this free event.

(Part of) Dillon City Council meets tonight
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
lbnight's Dillon City Council meet-

ing will be a who's who of who's there
and who isn't there, along with an ef-
fort by those who are there to attend
to some important city business.

Mayor Mike Klakken had asked
the Council to move the first of its
two regular Council meetings this
month due his plan to be out of town
tonight at the Municipal Elected Offi-
cials Workshop in Billings, along with
Councilpersons Bill Shafer and Dan
Nye, and City Attorney James Dolan.

But after turning down Klakken's
request, the Council reportedly be-
came concerned that with Shafer
and Nye and a third councilperson
potentially absent due to a scheduling
conflict, along with Council President
David Spehar moving over to sit in
for Klakken. the meeting might not
gain a quorum

Klakken's presence tonight would
seem to ensure that quorum and to
reassure some members of the public
who have voiced concerns about what

the Council might try to do in the
absence of the mayor, in light of the
City Council voting to stick Klakken
with a $2766 legal bill in a similar
situation earlier this year.

City Judge Shea Erwin's atten-
dance, or lack thereof, at recent
Council meetings will also be ad-
dressed tonight, even though Erwin
won't be in attendance again.

Erwin was appointed to replace
John Gutcheck as city judge after
Gutcheck's passing in late 2013, hut
has chosen not to attend a number of
Council meetings this year

At the last City Council meeting,
Councilpersons Lynn Westad and
Swede Thiedsson announced their
concerns about Erwin's attendance
record, along with her use of the City
Council Chambers for City Court
proceedings. Erwin addressed those
concerns in an April 2.3 letter to the
Council and Mayor Klakken included
in the packet for tonight's meeting
(see story at top of this page).

During its Finance Committee
report, the Council will consider a

recommendation on a resolution to
amend the budget for Fiscal Year
2013-14 "to create several funds to
account for additional money for the
SID 37 bond, to assign expenditures
for the Tree Board projects and to
adjust, in general, expenditures and
revenues which were underestimat-
ed..." The amendment was presented
and unanimously endorsed at a May 2
meeting of the City Council's Finance
Committee. A public hearing on the
FY 2013-14 budget amendment is
scheduled for May 21 at 630 p.m. in
City Council Chambers

During the Street and Alley Com-
mittee report, the Council will discuss
approval of the complete Bannock
Street Crossing CTEP (Community
Transportation Enhancement Pro-
gram) Project. Originally approved
by the Street and Alley Committee
and City Council five years ago, the
Bannack Street Crossing ('TEP Proj-
ect was for some reason never started
under the administration of Dillon's
previous mayor, Marty Malesich. De-
signed in part to help protect elderly

residents of the Bicentennial Apart-
ments walking to and from downtown
Dillon, the project was rejected by
the Street and Alley Committee at
its March meeting, even though the
project had already been approved by
the Council and would cost the city
no money to complete, due to funding
from CTEP and a pledged contribu-
tion by the Bicentennial Apartments.
After gaining more information and
public input, the Street and Alley
Committee unanimously approved
the project at its April 14 meeting.

As part of the mayor's report, the
Council will consider a recommen-
dation of "nno ruction Award and
Notice to Proceed with the comple-
tion of the sidewalks across Cottom
Street from the Dillon School District
110 campits. After reviewing the bids
received on the project, which will he
paid for with federal Safe Routes to
Schools funds, the city's engineering
representative. DJ&A, recommended
to City Director of Operations XS.

Continued to potio A-3
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