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Pasta for pooches
The Dillon Animal Shelter's annual spaghetti dinner and auction fundraiser raised $10,760 for the care of the a

nimals at the

facility north of Dillon. In the photo above, auctioneer Tom Barnes sells a quilt to the highest bidder. J P Piutt photo

Future Fisheries Improvement grant program deadline May 31

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks reminds

landowners, watershed groups, and others

that this summer's deadline to apply for

Future Fisheries Improvement Program

grants is May 31.
FWP's fish habitat improvement program

provides funding to any entity with a good

habitat project that would benefit Montana's

wild fish.
To learn more about the Future Fisheries

Improvement Program, and to download the

grant application form, go to the Fishing

page on FWP's website at fwp.mt.gov, or

call FWP at 406-444-5334.

There stays the judge Continued from page A-1

In the letter, Erwin also ad-
dressed another issue raised by
Westad at the last meeting—Er-
win's use of City Council Cham-
bers for City Court proceedings.

"Prior to my meeting with

the Mayor, I was unaware there
was any inconveniences caused
by the Court's use of the Council
Chamber," wrote Erwin, adding
that she has reserved calendar
space for those occasions on the
first of the month, made allow-
ances for families who needed
to consult the cemetery map to
select plots and not encountered
any conflicts over the Court's
use of the space, while adding
she would be happy to "make
every effort to accommodate
the needs of the Council ancU
or staff..."

In the letter, Erwin also
contended that the City Council
Chambers is the only appropri-
ate, available venue for the
judicial business she needs to
conduct, according to the Mon-
tana Supreme Court.
"When I became City Judge,

the Supreme Court sent a sea-
soned Judge to Dillon to ensure
the Court had a proper venue for
proceedings, as required by the
Montana Supreme Court, includ-
ing such specifics as appropriate
flag display, desk height and pri-
vacy and access requirements.
I have since made an effort to
appropriately formalize the
Court's proceedings to adhere to
those requirements. The Judge's
Chamber is not considered an
appropriate venue for hearings
other than Omnibus hearings,

wherein scheduling is discussed

with attorneys for future pro-
ceedings," wrote Erwin, who
served as former Dillon City
Judge John Gutcheck's clerk of
court before being appointed as
temporary city judge last year

after Gutcheck's sudden death
in November, less than two
weeks after his reelection.
"The Council Chamber is the

only appropriate venue avail-
able to the Court and although it
has perhaps not been previously
utilized as such, it provides the
proper space, furnishings and
decorum not only required by
the Supreme Court, but neces-
sary to formally represent the
City of Dillon in legal proceed-
ings," added Erwin, who became
full-time city judge after being
appointed to a two-year term
in January by the City Council.

"I am confident that open
communication between Coun-
cil members, City staff and the
Court will remedy any schedul-
ing conflicts that might arise,"
continued Erwin. "In the future,
open communication with my-
self and/or my clerk, Cynthia
McCulloh, with regard to sched-
uling concerns, may in fact
resolve the issue completely."

Near the end of the two-page
letter. Erwin also takes issue
with some not-so-open commu-
nication she believes has been
going on about her future.

"Finally and briefly. I would
like to address some rumblings
I have heard in regard to my
potential move and therefore
my potential resignation. As I
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The deadline for the summer's funding

cycle is May 31. Send completed Future

Fisheries Improvement Program applica-

tions to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks,

Fisheries Habitat Bureau; P.O. Box 200701,

Helena, MT 59620-0701.

was completely forthcoming
with my personal plans, well be-
fore applying for and accepting
this position, I am admittedly
confused that there may be any
hard feelings with regard to
that," wrote Erwin, who added
that she discussed her plans
with Klakken, Chief of Police
Paul Craft, former Deputy and
current City Attorney James
Dolan, former City Treasurer
Ty Cobb and David Spehar, the
president of the City Council.
"As I was (and still am) quite

proud of our City Court, I re-
main committed to its continued
success, flow, representation,
etc. I was quite willing to con-
tinue in the City Judge position
until such time I either needed
to resign or my personal plans

changed. If this information was
not shared with some of you, you
have my apologies. If you would

like to visit with me personally
in regard to this, I am more than
happy to facilitate a time to do
so," added Erwin.

"I hope very much this letter
will resolve any concerns the
Council has regarding these
issues, and again felt that my
immediate response in written
form would facilitate under-
standing in the most direct
manner."

Erwin's full letter to the
Council is available to view on-

line at the City of Dillon website
in the Documents section that
includes the packet for tonight's
City Council meeting.

Forest Service Resource Advisory

Committees seek projects for grant funding
The Forest Service announc-

es that Resource Advisory Com-

mittees (RAC) for southwest

Montana are now accepting

new project proposals. The

application deadline is June 6,

2014 and the committee has ap-

proximately $568,000 in project

funding to award.

Projects must benefit Na-

tional Forest System lands and

ecosystems in one of six coun-

ties: Beaverhead Deer Lodge,

Granite, Madison, Powell or

Silver Bow. Projects must

meet established criteria and

improve Forest Service lands in

the following areas: roads and

trails, infrastructure mainte-

nance, soil and forest ecosystem

health, watershed restoration,

maintenance and improvement

of wildlife and fish habitat,

control of noxious weeds, and

re-establishment of native spe-

cies. At least 50% of all project

funds are dedicated to restoring

streams and watersheds; or road

maintenance, decommissioning

or removal. Projects may be on

private land, but must show a

direct benefit to National Forest

System lands.

Project applications are

available online by visiting the

Secure Rural Schools Resource

Advisory Committees for either

Southwest Montana RAC or

'Fri County RAC at https://fs-

places.fs.fed.us/fsfiles/unit/wo/

secure_rural schools.nsf/RAC

and select the appropriate RAC,

then click on the Propose a Title

II Project link. You can also find

it on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge

National Forest website at www.

fs.usda.gov/bdnf.

Projects funded in the past

include trail reconstruction,

restoration of historical sites,

improvement of wildlife habitat,

treatment of invasive species,

road improvements, riparian

restoration, and recreational

site improvements.

For more information or

details on submitting a proj-

ect proposal please contact

RAC Committee Coordinator

Patty Bates at (406) 683-3979 or

pbates@fs.fed.u3.
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