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City Council looks to
take the fear out of beer

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

The Dillon City Council
tonight will consider a resolu-
tion designed to rescue softball
players in Ray Lynch Park
from breaking the law by doing
something they legally did for
decades—drink beer, or other
alcoholic beverages during their
games.

Crafted by City Attorney
Jim Dolan, the resolution would
suspend the enforcement of
Dillon's open container law for
the remainder of the summer
softball season.

Earlier this month, the Judi-
ciary Committee decided that
the resolution would be the
best way to address the illegal
limbo many of the city's softball
players found themselves in this
season.

Able to drink alcohol during
games in previous decades when
Ray Lynch Park stood outside

the city limits, the softball
players found out they were
breaking the City of Dillon's
open container law every time
they broke open a cold one this

season due the city having an-

nexed the park since the end of

the last softball season.
Though the issue of the open

container law affecting the
softball players was brought

up at city meetings during the

annexation process last winter,

the Council left it unresolved.

When the issue was brought up

again last month, Dolan advised

the City Council members of

their options to address the mat-

ter, none of them simple due to

the delay.
Enacting a permanent change

to the open container ordinance

would require more than 60 days

and he impossible to enact until

after the end of the softball sea-
son, said Dolan, who reminded

the Council members that some
of them had already stated that

they didn't think the situation

warranted an emergency re-

quired to bring an immediate

change to a city ordinance.

The resolution calling for

a temporary suspension of

the open container law in Ray

Lynch Park will likely be voted

on tonight.
The Council will also con-

sider three temporary street

closure requests. The first is

for June 27 on the portion of

East Center Street in front of

the Elk's Lodge for festivities

related to the annual bicycling

event RATPOD (Race Around

the Pioneers in One Day). The

Camp-Mak-A-Dream fundraiser

annually brings about 1000

people to Dillon, wrote the Elks

Lodge's Exalted Ruler Kali

Ashford in a letter urging the

Council to approve the street

closure.
A second street closure

request submitted by Dillon

residents Barry and Mary Anne
Briggs will also be considered.

The Briggs are requesting the

closure of South Washington
Street between Morse and Orr
Streets for a July 4 family re-

union between 8 a.m and noon.
The Council will also con-

sider a street closure request
submitted by the Beaverhead

Business Builders for their July

12 Summer Sizzler in downtown

Dillon. The closure would affect

Idaho Street from Center Street

to Glendale Street, and Bannack

Street from the alley at King's

to the alley at the Office Bar. A

benefit for Relay for Life, the

Summer Sizzler will feature a

street fair, sidewalk sale and

vendors.
Tonight's meeting will also

include regular reports from

city officers, committees and

commissions, as well as the

public comment period.
The Dillon City Council meet-

ing starts tonight at 7 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, 125 N.
Idaho St in downtown Dillon.

Cowboy up
At left. Three Rivers

Back Country Horse-

men member Mike Cox

helps 7-year-old Samu-

el Rawson off Paco dur-

ing the free horse riding

event held Saturday at

Beaverhead County

Fairgrounds.

The Three Rivers

group and 'the UMW

equestrian team of-

fered kids the free ride

and demonstrations

throughout the day.

Rawson enjoyed the

event so much he was

getting off his seventh

ride of the day and

jumping back in line for

more.
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FWP seeks public comment on fish import rules
Montana Fish, Wildlife &

Parks is seeking comment on

amendments to rules that out-

line how various fish can be

imported to Montana.
The rule amendments de-

scribe and classify several

fish-disease pathogens officials

want to keep at bay, certified

inspection procedures, and the

need for import permits.
The rules are designed to

manage the risk associated with

the importation of fish that could

adversely impact the health of

Montana's existing fisheries.

A public hearing on the rule

amendments is scheduled for

6 p.m. July 9 in Helena at FWP

Headquarters
For more information or to

comment on the rule online,

visit the FWP website at fwp.

mt.gov. Click "Public Notices;

Comments are due by July 18
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