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Wildlife Neighbors series returns
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff

The Get to Know Your Wild-

life Neighbors summer series

returns for a second year of

free presentations on wildlife

and social gatherings to give

people in the Madison. Ruby and

Beaverhead/Big Hole Valleys a

chance to get better acquainted

with their neighbors, of the hu-

man and animal variety.
"The presentations will offer

folks some good information

about our wildlife neighbors,

and a chance to come out and get

together to socialize before the

talks," said Beaverhead County

Planner Rick Hartz, who helped

found the series last year.
Events will feature experts

speaking on the region's rich

array of wild critters, focusing

on their habits, habitats and

histories, while offering visual

material and anecdotes about

encountering them.
The popular series, which

drew more than 100 people to an

event in Dillon last year, makes

its 2014 Dillon debut tomorrow

at 7 p.m. in the Depot Theatre

with a presentation on The Birds

of Lewis & Clark by Montana

birding legend Gary Swant. This

presentation will be preceded

by an ice cream social outside

the theater, starting at 6:15 p.m.

On Friday, Swant will lead a

bird-identifying field trip that

takes off at 7 a.m. from the

Clark Canyon Darn parking lot.

For more information, call (406)

683-3768.
Friday evening, the series

continues with a presentation

on Glacial Relics: Fluvial Arc-

tic Grayling by Emma Cayer,

of Montana Fish, Wildlife and

Parks, starting at 7:30 p.m. in

the Jeffers Building on Madison

County Fairgrounds in Twin

Bridges. Cayer's presentation

will be preceded by a 5:30 p.m.

Welcome to the Neighborhood

party. For more information,

call (406) 842-5741 ext 106.
Other events in the 2014 Get

to Know Your Wildlife Neigh-

bors series include:
*July 15's All About Mon-

tana's Owls by Becky Kean,

of the Montana Raptor Center,

starting at 6:30 p.m. preceded

by a 5 p.m. potluck community

barbecue at the Ruby Habitat
Foundation's Woodson Ranch in

Laurin. For more information,

call (406) 842-5741 ext. 106.
•A July 16 presentation on

Mountain Goats, Pika and Big-

horn by Montana State Univer-

sity's Bob Garrott, Dean Waltee,

of Montana Fish, Wildlife and

Parks, and April Craighead, of
the Craighead Institute, at the

Depot Theatre in downtown

Dillon, starting at 7 p.m., pre-

ceded by a 6:15 p.m. ice cream
social. For more information,

call (406) 683-3768.
*July 22's presentation on

Porcupines: Why They Bristle

by Sam Levine, of Montana Wild,

starting in the Ennis Elementary

cafeteria at 7 p.m., preceded by

a 6:15 p.m. ice cream social. For

more information, call (406) 682-

3437 or (406) 683-3181.
'An August 13 presentation

on Deadly Deer Mice by Dr.

Rick Douglass at the Rodeo

Building on the Ennis Rodeo

Grounds, west of town, start-

ing at 7 p.m. prefaced by an ice

cream social at 6:15 p.m. For

more information, call (406)

406.682-3437 or (406) 682-3181.

'August 19's presentation

on Winged Mammals: Montana

Bats, by Katie Benzel, of the

BLM, and Montana Land Reli-

ance's Matt Bell, starting at

7:45 p.m. at the Larabie Barn on

the Ruby Dell Ranch in Alder,

preceded by a 7 p.m. ice cream

social. For more information,

call (406) 842-5741 ext. 106.
*An August 21 talk on Mon-

tana Cats: Lynx, Bobcats and Li-

ons by Ben Jimenez, of Montana

Fish, Wildlife and Parks, and the

Selway Institute's Toni Ruth, at

the Depot Theatre in downtown

Dillon, starting at 7 p.m. A free

community barbecue, hosted

by Anderson & Platt Outfitters

takes place beforehand, starting

at 6:15 p.m. For more informa-

tion, call (406) 683-3768.
All events in the Get to Know

Your Wildlife Neighbors Series

are open to the public.

Forest offers July 4 recreation experience
As the July 4th holiday ap-

proaches, the Forest Service

would like to remind those

who are planning for the holi-

day weekend that there are

great places throughout the

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National

Forest to visit. The forest has

over 3,200 miles of trails, 76

campgrounds, picnic and rec-

reation areas, as well as being

home to the Anaconda Pintler

Wilderness and the Lee Metcalf

Wilderness.
Among the traditional camp-

ing, hiking and fishing activities,

visitors are known to also enjoy

wildflower viewing, photogra-

phy, exploring the back coun-

try and a multitude of family

activities. Additionally, there

are 25 rustic cabins available

throughout the forest for rent

during the summer and fall

hunting season. Go to www.

recreation.gov to find out more

and to reserve a cabin.

Before you plan your trip,

check for current road, trail

and campground conditions by

contacting the Forest Service,

or go online to www.fs.usda.gov/

bdnf, always check to see what

the current weather conditions

are and go prepared for chang-

ing conditions. Visitors are

cautioned to stay on the road to

avoid getting stuck or starting

wildland fires and to pay atten-

tion to road closed signs.

Access to high-mountain

lakes and trails may still be

blocked by late-season snow.

Hiking to high peaks and hiking

high-elevation trails may not be

feasible until mid to end of July.

Many trails may not be open

at higher elevations or muddy.

Please stay on the trail and

do not create new trails to get

around hazards. Trail users

should expect many trails to be

impassable from fallen trees.

The Forest Service will have

minimal ability to clear trees

Take care when camping in bear country
The Beaverhead-Deerlodge National For-

est has finally thawed after a long winter, and

we're all ready to revel in the summer months

ahead. However, grizzly and black bears are

also taking advantage of the warm weather and

will be catching up on feeding through late fall.

While you're out recreating in the forest this

year, always be bear aware!
A new food storage ordinance on the Bea-

verhead-Deerlodge NF requires proper storage

of all attractants. As more and more people

are living and recreating in bear habitat and

allowing bears to gain access to human food,

there will be a higher rate of unwanted bear

encounters. Once bears are food conditioned

they cannot be un-trained and must be removed

from the ecosystem - whether they first pose

a danger to human safety and property or not.

The only way to prevent this is to keep all

attractive items with a smell away from the

reach of bears.
To store attractants away from bears: 1)

put in a hard-sided vehicles with windows and

doors shut; 2) store in a certified bear-resistant

container; 3) hang in a tree 10 feet above the

ground and 4 feet from supporting structures.

Remember, coolers are not bear-resistant! At-

tractants include food, refuse, sealed cans and

this year due to decreased bud-

gets and the lack of seasonal

trail crews.
Visitors are also asked to be

careful when recreating in the

forest due to the potential for

trees to fall. Here are a couple

of handy tips: Be aware of your

surroundings and avoid dense

patches of dead trees. Trees

can fall without warning; place

tents and park vehicles in areas

where they will not be hit if a

tree falls; Stay out of the forest

when there are strong winds

that could blow down trees. If

you are already in the forest

when winds kick up, head to

a clearing out of reach of any

potential falling trees.

Bears, both black bears and

grizzlies, are out and about.

bottles, alcoholic beverages, hygiene products,

pet food and fish parts. Where possible, camp

100 yards from attractant storage and cook-

ing areas.
When hiking in the woods, your best defense

is bear spray. Give a charging bear a two sec-

ond burst when it is 40 feet away to create a

cloud of spray between you and the bear. If

the bear penetrates the cloud and continues

coming towards you, spray the bear again. Be

prepared to play dead in a surprise encoun-

ter with a grizzly bear or to fight back in a

predatory encounter with either bear species

(when a bear is following you or approaching

unsurprised and unprovoked). Your bear spray

should always be easily reached, either in a

hip or shoulder holster. When you buy a can

of bear spray, make sure is clearly marked for

use against bears, not humans, and replace it

when it has exceeded its expiration date.

Bear spray has proven extremely effective

at preventing injury in 98% of encounters.

Statistics show that people who use firearms

against bears show the same rates of injury

or death as if they had not used their gun

at all. Remember that you can expect to see

black bears and grizzly bears anywhere on the

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.

Keep your camp clean and store

food out of reach of all animals.

This year the Beaverhead-

Deerlodge NF is requiring all

food and other items that might

attract bears must be stored

where bears can't access them

at night and during the daytime

when food and attractants are

not attended. 'Attended' means

that a person is physically pres-

ent within 100 feet and in direct

sight of the food or carcass.

While attended, food and attrac-

tants do not have to be stored.

Visitors are cautioned to be

extremely careful with fire,

fuels such as grass, shrubs and

trees are beginning to dry out

quickly.
Fireworks are prohibited in

National Forests. Fireworks
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and dry grass and trees are a

bad combination. Never leave

a campfire unattended. Make

sure your campfire is extin-

guished completely and the

coals are cool to the touch before

you leave.
Also, please note Spillway

campground located on the

north end of East Fork Reser-

voir in Granite County is closed

due to falling hazardous trees.

For more information, call

the nearest Forest Service of-

fice to the area you wish to visit.

Honored birder
Dillon's Jack Kirkley received the Montana Audubon "Lifetime

Achievement Award" at the groups annual festival in Boze-

man earlier this month. Kirkley (left), is pictured with Montan
a

Audubon Executive Director Steve Hoffman.

Audubon honors Jack Kirkley
Dillon's Jack Kirkley re-

ceived the Montana Audubon's

"Lifetime Achievement Award"

at the group's 2014 Bird Festival

in Bozeman, June 7-8. Kirkley

was cited by Montana Audubon

Executive Director Steve Hoff-

man who described Kirkley as a

man who has given "thousands

upon thousands of hours of

volunteer time" and decades of

commitment to Audubon.
Hoffman noted Kirkley is a

long-time member of National

Audubon, Pintler Audubon

(Dillon), and Montana Audubon,

and pointed to Kirkley's contri-

butions to bird conservation:
A biology professor at The

University of Montana Western,

where he began teaching in

1985; A researcher of Northern

Goshawks in Southwestern Mon-

tana and Swainson's Hawks in

southern Mexico; and An active,

professional conservation advo-

cate in Southwestern Montana

for wilderness, wildlife, and

conservation.
Kirley also has had more

than 25 years of active service

to the Pintler Audubon Chap-

ter, representing the Chapter

on Montana Audubon's Board

of Directors. In addition, he

has served as president of the

Board of Montana Audubon for

two years.
Hoffman added that Kirkley

has been instrumental in keep-

ing the southwest Montana

group, the Pintler Audubon,

laive, serving in every capacity

through his 25 year association

with the group. Kirkley has

led the Clark Canyon Christ-

mas Bird Count since at least

1998, has assisted in local bird

conservation projects, has been

engaged in conservation efforts

for Red Rock Lakes National

Wildlife Refuge, and has volun-

teered as a local tour guide on

wilderness walks.
Kirley has been a chapter

representative to the Montana

Audubon Board of Directors

for over 25 years, served as

president of the board from

1990-1992, oversaw the hiring

of the first Montana Audubon

staff person and published the

group's first newsletter.

UMW trainer receives award
Russ Richardson, EdD, ATC,

has been selected as one of the

National Athletic Trainers' As-

sociation's 2014 Athletic Trainer

Service Award recipients. Rich-

ardson, a resident of Dillon, is

an athletic trainer/associate

professor at the University of

Montana Western in Dillon.
The Athletic Trainer Service

Award recognizes NATA mem-

bers for their contributions to

the athletic training profession

as a volunteer at the local and

state levels. These recipients

have been involved in profes-

sional associations, community

organizations, grassroots public

relations efforts and service

as a volunteer athletic trainer.

Candidates must have held the

certified athletic trainer (ATC)

credential, conferred by the

Board of Certification, and have

been an NATA member, both for

at least 15 years.
"We are always excited to

recognize the dedication, excel-

lence, inspirational outlook and

commitment of our honorees,

and this year is no exception.

These recipients serve as role

models to their peers and rep-

resent some of the best of the

best of the athletic training

profession, said NATA Honors &

Awards Committee Chair Chuck

Kimmel, ATC.
The presentation will be

made during NATA's 65th Clini-

cal Symposia & AT Expo in

Indianapolis on June 27.
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Katilyn is originally from Butte, MT. She obtained a Bachelor of

Science in Exercise Science from Gonzaga University, followed by a

Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) from the University of Montana.

Katilyn is especially interested in working with pediatric patients,

which may include patients with developmental delays, autism

spectrum disorders, neurological diagnosis (like traumatic brain

injuries and hydrocephaly), and children with orthopedic conditions,

such as fractures, ankle sprains, and others.
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