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VIEWPOINT
What would a wolf do for companionship?

Persistence, strong legs and a lot of luck paid off recently for
a wolf called 0R7. The wolf became famous in wildlife biology
circles after leaving his pack in northeastern Oregon in September
2011 in search of a mate. 0R7 roamed for thousands of miles, and
now, thanks to a remote camera in southwest Oregon's Cascade
Mountains, we know that he finally found what he was looking
for — a bright-eyed, coal-black female. 0R7's GPS col-
lar places him in the same vicinity, and "it's likely the
pair spawned pups," reports The Associated Press. 0R7
is remarkable not only for the distance he traveled, but
also for the incredible dangers he dodged, from getting
shot or run over by a vehicle to simply starving to death.
IDAHO - In the TV studio, the faces of the journalists

questioning the four Republican would-be candidates for
Idaho governor sometimes registered dismay, other times
wonder. They simply could not believe what they were
hearing, when Walt Hayes declared his "main loyalty"
was to God and against vile affections and wickedness,
when motorcyclist Harley Brown boasted that he had
a "master's degree in raising hell," when international
businessman Russ Fulcher said that what Idaho needed
most was "more access to natural resources," or when
incumbent Gov. Butch Otter declared his intention to keep battling
same-sex marriage "all the way to the Supreme Court." But it was
Brown, in black leather cap and vest, and Bayes, whose white beard
descended to his chest, who stole the show, steering what could
have been a formulaic Q and A into unexpected and sometimes
wacky territory. Describing fellow bikers and himself as "cop
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magnets," Brown differed from his three opponents by supporting
the right of gays to marry, identifying them as fellow sufferers of
discrimination. But then Brown revealed his true purpose, admit-
ting that the governor's race was merely "a stepping stone to the
White House (and) I need practice, practice. I don't want to say
stuff like, 'Sorry if our bombing caused you any inconvenience.'"

Displaying slightly less ambition, the Bible-quoting Bayes
frequently denounced abortion and talked about going
to jail for homeschooling his 16 children, five of whom
became rodeo cowboys. He also criticized the Republican
Party for degenerating into "half Democratic Party mem-
bers and the other half is Communists." As the program
trailed to an end, Brown tried to help voters: "You have
your choice, folks — a cowboy, a curmudgeon, a biker,
or a normal guy." It was Gov. Otter, perhaps the normal
guy, who insisted that Idaho public television include all
the Republican candidates in the race for governor. But
even though it went viral on You'Ibbe, the four-man show
probably did little to boost the state's image.
THE WEST - The University of North Dakota was

among the first colleges in the West to offer degrees in
drones, more formally called unmanned aerial systems,

and now Rocky Mountain College in Billings, Montana, has added
a drone class to its aviation program. Finding a textbook for the
class, though, seemed almost impossible until recently, says avia-
tion professor Scott Wilson, who's helping train pilots. The Fed-
eral Aviation Administration has also been slow to deal with the
phenomenon, delaying drone regulations until 2015, reports the

Billings Gazette. The rules so far remain basic: Don't fly drones
above 400 feet, avoid conflicts with other aircraft, and stay at least
five miles away from airports. Wilson says job opportunities for
drone operators are numerous, ranging from crop dusting, search
and rescue operations, police work and all kinds of photography.
Within the next five years, Wilson predicts, "there will be 10,000
(drone) operators," with jobs paying as much as $100,000 a year.
Drones, however, can be intrusive, as "wildlife paparazzi" in Zion
National Park recently buzzed a group of bighorn sheep from on
high, scattering lambs from their mothers and generally causing
chaos, reports the Salt Lake Tribune. Zion Superintendent Jim
Milestone says that drone operators may not intend to harm wild-
life, but the little planes have become a form of harassment, with
about four incidents occurring every week. At Zion these days,
staffers especially worry about unmanned planes bothering a
condor couple that appear to be caretaking an egg. If so, it's a big
deal: Condors usually lay only one egg every two years. Drones
are illegal within all national parks; if parks decide to crack down,
which so far they seem loath to do, drone operators risk a fine of
$5,000 and six months' imprisonment.
NORTH DAKOTA - Welcome, Diesel, a baby boy born recently in

a Walmart parking lot in Bismarck, North Dakota. It was the store's
first birth, reports the Billings Gazette, and certainly unexpected:
Mom Alesia Medeiros said Diesel arrived six weeks early, missing
the presence of his dad, Chris Senff, who was working in the oilfield.

Betsy Marston is the editor of Writers on the Range, a syndicated
opinion service of High Country News (hcn.org), Tips and photos of
Western oddities are appreciated and often shared, betsym@hcn.org.

The lesson Congress should learn from the VA scandal
By Lee H. Hamilton

Like other federal scandals before it, the mess involving VA
hospitals has followed a well-trod path. First comes the revelation
of misdoing. Then comes the reaction: a shocked public, an admin-
istration on the defensive, grandstanding members of Congress.
Finally, major reform bills get introduced, debated, then put aside
when the heat dies down, or the target agency gets more money
thrown at the problem.

With the VA, we're at the reform part of the cycle. The House
and Senate have each passed their own legislation to fix the VA's
health system, including a massive infusion of money — at least
$50 billion a year — to allow veterans to seek private health care.
Fiscal watchdogs are crying foul, and the measures have ignited a
furious debate over whether Congress should cut other programs.
In its rush to address public outrage, Congress is proposing dra-
matic changes that could have benefited from more thorough
consideration.

The irony is that this need not have happened — not with the
VA, nor with the IRS or FEMA, or any 9f the other cases in recent
years where the federal bureaucracy proved to be dysfunctional
and Congress rushed in with a half-baked fix. Mostly what is needed
is for Congress to do its job properly in the first place.

This means exercising its oversight responsibilities and catch-
ing problems before they mushroom. Diligent oversight can repair
unresponsive bureaucracies, expose misconduct, and help agencies
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Wake up call
To the editor,

I am writing in response to the article, SD *10
stands pat on bullying. Many, including the su-
perintendent and the school board, do not believe
bullying is a major issue in Dillon. I hope to bring
this problem to light, because it is a big deal, and
it's not being given proper attention.

Two of my family members have contemplated
suicide in the last four years, and the rest of
our family has felt the full effects of these near
disasters. Dear superintendent and the rest of
SD *10: bullying is an issue, and to think it is not
is asinine. This is ridiculous. A survey done at
DMS reveals 46'4 of students think that bully-
ing is a problem. This means nearly half of the
students are being bullied or know someone who
is affected by bullying. If these programs are
working, why are kids debating suicide? Why
are some forced to switch schools? Is it because
the "specific approach" the schools are taking is
letting the kids down? If bullying is not a prob-
lem, then a group of kids pulling down another's
pants, humiliating him, must be okay. And when
a couple of girls continuously corner and verbally
assault another in the locker room telling her
how fat she is, is that not bullying? One Dillon
principal explained that, "bullying is a repeated
pattern, not a one-time incident." With that being
said, this is a problem that we will have to keep
working at it if we want our schools to he a safer
place. It cannot he addressed in an assembly a
few times and expected to resolve itself. It does
not take a genius, or someone with a doctorate
to figure this out.

No one expects bullying to he totally eradi-
cated. We all understand that these "programs"
and interventions take time and money. Students
have to spend so much time learning their cur-
riculum that there is little time for much else.
However, we can't just make excuses. By saying
that no changes will be made to prevent bullying,
SD *10 is validating the bullies. I hope I have
made the point to the superintendent and SD 010
that this is a critical issue, and cannot be taken
lightly. Wake up. Dillon, because this is an issue
that is not going to go away.

Luke Rent ree
Dillon

Peace not war
lb the editor.

Do you ever wonder? When you see a beautiful
sunset. When you see children laughing, playing,
jumping, running, have a time of their lives When
you see a butterfly sail past you as you are look
ing at beautiful flowers. As you look at a majestic
mountain When you see a young mother pushing
her baby both smiling enjoying life When you see
a young boy/girl eating ice cream, with it all over
their face with not a care in the world? And this
list just keeps on going and going.

But do you ever wonder why we as humans are

and departments become more effective. A lot of federal employees
are doing good work, including at the VA; Congress needs to encour-
age that work while ridding the government of shoddy practices.

To do this, it first needs to know what's happening. Each com-
mittee and subcommittee with oversight responsibility should be
keeping track — on a close, even intimate basis — of the depart-
ment and agencies in its purview. Performance, budget, personnel,
management challenges, major and minor problems: members of
Congress ought to be experts on them all. They should also listen
carefully to their constituents and interest groups focused on the
performance of a particular agency, which are often in a position
to give Congress valuable information. Understanding the facts,
working cooperatively with the federal agency, and anticipating
problems is a far more useful approach than Congress's usual pat-
tern of throwing up its hands at a scandal and blaming everyone
else for the problem. The crush of demand for VA services in the
wake of two wars was easily foreseeable. Had Congress been on
its toes, it could have reacted to it.

Congress must also get serious about reforming the federal
bureaucracy. It needs to be careful not to indulge in bureaucrat-
bashing, but federal managers do need more flexibility with
personnel systems than they currently enjoy. Federal employees
deserve to feel they're being listened to, respected, and treated
fairly, but management also must have flexibility to hire and fire,
and to handle personnel problems proactively. Congress also has

so mean to each other and have wars? World War
II ended on May 8, 1945, Germany surrendered.
Japan surrendered September 2, 1945. But do you
know how many days of peace this old planet has
seen since those dates? Zero. Not one. There has
been war, fighting somewhere in the world since
the end of W.W.II.

Since the end of W.W.II, the United States has
been in the Korean War, Vietnam War, Gulf War,
Afghan War and the Iraq War. Since W.W.II, the
United States was involved in the invasion of
Panama. Grenada and Dominican Republic. The
United States was involved in the Nicaraguan
civil war, in the Bay of Pigs.
We spend trillions of dollars on wars and the

politicians wonder why this country is in such
deep debt.
Do you ever wonder living on this beautiful

planet why we have to have wars? Why we hate
each other? Why do we let the politicians and big
corporations dictate that wars are good for us?
We all know who won those wars. Will we ever get
out of the war business and smile at each other?

LaVon D. Brillhart
Dillon

Freedom of choice
To the editor,

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Fran-
cisco has said that his Catholic faith requires him
to "proclaim ... the whole truth" in support of
traditional marriage.

Why?
I must admit I fail to understand the issues

Homophobia is always wrong no matter if you say
you are not really homophobic but pro-marriage.
What is marriage hut two people expressing their
love for each other and being publicly recognized
as being a loving couple?' The arguments I have

to insist that these agencies are training, recruiting and retaining
the necessary talent.

These are immense agencies. The VA is the nation's largest
health-care system. In 2012, it dealt with 83.6 million outpatient
visits. Its proposed budget for 2015 is $164 billion, and it employs
more than 300,000 people. This is work on a scale most of us can
barely imagine. Mistakes are bound to happen.

This may be an argument for thoroughgoing administrative re-
form, but it is also a fact Congress can't ignore: if it wants federal
agencies to work better, it has to work tirelessly to understand
problems and address them before they explode. Does the agency
have adequate resources? How can it control bloat and tighten the
gap between the people at the top and people on the front line? Are
there problems that need addressing right now? Congress cannot
eliminate politics from this oversight process, but politics should
not drive the whole oversight enterprise.

The point is that many failures of the federal bureaucracy can
be avoided with robust congressional oversight. It's a crucial part
of improving the performance of government, and Congress has
a duty to get ahead of problems, not lag constantly behind. Unless
it's willing to accept its responsibility for diligent oversight, the
next scandal is only a matter of time.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on Congress at Indiana
University. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives
for 34 years.

heard in support of only one man and one woman
does not ring true. Many heterosexual couples
either by necessity or by choice decide to adopt
rather than get pregnant. Other couples choose
not to have any children. This is no different than
a loving homosexual couple. Others argue that by
definition homosexuality is Sodomy and sanctify-
ing it by a public recognized union make light of
the holy bonds of marriage. Yet most heterosexual
couples engage in oral sex, what is the difference?
The answer to me is simple if you don't like "same
sex" marriage do not marry someone of the samp
sex. In no way does a gay or lesbian couple harm
my wife, my daughter or me.

Michael Joseph Francisconi
Dillon

EXPRESS YOURSELF IN

THE DILLON TRIBUNE
Let other people know how you feel and what

you think with a letter to the editor. Letters are
subject to editing for libel and good taste, and
should be limited to 400 words or less.

Letters expressing appreciation for a specific,
out-of-the-ordinary action are welcome, but let-
ters with lists of names of contributors, donors
or volunteers, or letters that solicit funds, will
not be printed.

All letters must be signed, include a physical
address of the submitter, and a telephone number
where the writer can be reached during the day
(the address and number will not be printed).
Unsigned letters, or those using false names,
will he discarded. Letters from Beaverhead and
Madison counties will be given first preference,
while those from outside the area will be consid-
ered if, in the view of the editor, they are of local
interest. Bring or mail your letter to:

22 S. Montana Street • PO. Box 911 Dillon.
MT 59725 or e-mail editorOdillontribune.com

On the 4th of July we raise our glass

and celebrate our glorious past.

Now the future, that could be brighter, you see,
if this guy would just agree with ME!
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