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Bannack Days bounces
back from flash flood
with two-day festival
Each year during the third weekend in

July, Montana's best preserved ghost town
of Bannack 'comes alive' in a celebration of
pioneer life with the annual Bannack Days
festival, July 19-20.

Bring your family for activities, including:
horse and wagon rides, shootoufs, gold panning
and candle making. Guests can enjoy cowboy
poetry and old-time music throughout both
days. Visitors can also check out the mountain
men camp, blacksmith shop, surveyor's camp,
the Great Debate on women's suffrage, and a
1800s U. S. Cavalry camp. There is something
for everyone, along with plenty of tasty foods
and drinks.

''We are looking forward to a fun-filled
Bannack Days festival this year," said Chas
Van Genderen, Administrator for Montana
State Parks. "This is the best attended annual,
special event in our 55 state parks' system.
We are making up for lost time, as last year
we had to cancel the event due to a flash flood
that devastated the town site. We hope to see
Montana families showing their support this
year for this great state park. It's back and
better than ever. You can pan for gold, take
a horse and wagon ride, listen to bluegrass
music and even witness a stagecoach holdup,
there is plenty to see and do. I look forward
to seeing you all there."

The stagecoach from Virginia City will be
arriving at 1 p.m. on Sunday. Rumor has it that
Gov. Edgerton and other dignitaries will be
aboard along with a big gold shipment.

Sunday is a great day to visit as the crowds
are smaller and the old-time church services
and the stage holdup are on Sunday only.

Many visitors like to dress in period cos-
tumes to get into the spirit of things. Bring
the family out to Bannack State Park for a
fun-filled weekend. Come see what the old west
was really like.

Please carpool if possible, as parking is
limited. There is a special event fee of $5 per
vehicle to help cover the cost of this event.
This fee will apply to both resident and out-
of-state vehicles.

Park Staff asks that visitors do not bring
pets to this busy event. Smoking is prohibited
in the town site.

For directions and more information about
Bannack State Park visit http://stateparks.
mt.gov/bannack/

Bannack State Park saw more than 20,000
visitors in 2013, a year that will be remembered
for a flash flood in July that damaged the town
site, the park was closed and the Bannack Days
festival was cancelled as cleanup and rebuild-
ing took seven weeks.

Located in Southwestern Montana, Bannack
State Park is a National Historic Landmark
where more than 50 buildings, weathered by
the seasons still stand on the site of Montana's
first major gold discovery on July 28, 1862.
Bannack is Montana's first territorial capital,
it became a state park in 1954. Visitors can
stroll down the boardwalks on Main Street
and wander through the deserted buildings in
one of the state's best preserved ghost towns.
There are campsites, a tipi and a large group
use shelter available to reserve.

Jaycees host annual
Demo Derby Saturday

The annual Dillon Jaycee Demolition Derby
will pack fans into Harry Andrus Arena at the
Beaverhead County Fairgrounds. The "crash
and smash" event offers a $6,600 purse and
heat races, grudge match, herbie derby, pow-
der puff and the main event.

Derby day begins at .3 p m. with the parade
of entries at the fairgrounds. The fender bend-
ing will begin at 530 p m
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Three city council recall petitions filed
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
Local citizens looking to recall

four Dillon City Councilpersons last
week turned in enough signatures
to theoretically trigger the recall of
three of them.

Examination of the petitions by
the Dillon Tribune revealed that pe-
titioners appeared to have gathered
162 signatures for the recall of Nils
"Swede" Troedsson and 160 for the
recall of Troedsson's fellow Ward 4
representative Derek Gore, along
with 125 signatures asking for the re-
call of Ward 3 representative, Dillon
City Council President David Spehar.

Efforts to recall Ward 2's Lynn
Westad fell short, after the main sig-
nature gatherer in her ward became
ill earlier this summer.

Efforts in Ward 3 and Ward 4 may
also be found to have fallen short if
enough of the gathered signatures
are deemed invalid by Beaverhead

County Clerk 8.1 Recorder and Elec-
tion Administrator Debra L. Scott.

Scott's office has until August 9
to examine the petition signatures
to determine if they were provided
by actual registered voters living in
the two wards that the three recall
targets represent.

The petitioners enjoy only a nar-
row margin for error in that process.

State law requires petitioners to
gather signalures from at least 20
percent of retistered voters to trig-
ger a recall Of elected or appointed
officers of municipalities.

Ward 4 had 715 registered voters
and Ward 3 had 527, as of the last elec-
tion, according to figures provided by
Scott. That means that at least 143
of the 162 and 160 signatures call-
ing for the recall of 'Troedsson and
Gore, respectively, would have to
be ruled valid, while a minimum of
105 of the 125 signatures requesting
Spehar's recall would have to gain

certification.
According to state law, recalls

can only proceed for a few specific
offenses, including a "violation of
oath of office."

The petitioners claim Spehar,
Troedsson and Gore violated their
oaths of office by failing to uphold
the Montana Constitution in relation
to open meeting laws.

The violation in question stems
from a letter signed by seven Dillon
City Council members, including
Spehar, Gore and Troeddson, and
sent to a judge earlier this year. The
recall petitioners claim the signing
of the letter constituted an illegal
meeting that "deprived the public
of its right to participate in a matter
of significant interest to the public."

The letter was sent amidst a
series of controversial acts by the
Dillon City Council in its dealings
with Mayor Mike Klakken, who last
November unseated three-term in-

Climbing the highest mountain
Toddlers make a game of climbing a rock at Jaycee Park during the Southwest Montana Arts Council

"Dinner in the Park" series last Thursday. The musical performance will continue every Thursday night in
July. J P Pius photo

cumbent Marty Malesich.
Troedsson earlier this month

accused Klakken of violating open
meeting laws by conducting contract
negotiations with representatives of
Dillon city employees and police of-
ficers without public notice.

Montana residents in the Bridger
Canyon Rural Fire District pulled off
a successful recall of the district's
board chair this year for alleged vio-
lations of open meeting laws, though
Beaverhead County Attorney Jed
Fitch this spring expressed skepti-
cism over whether the alleged open
meeting law violations by the Dillon
City Councilpersons were legally
sufficient to justify a recall.

Petitioners in 2006 gathered
enough signatures in Dillon to trigger
the recall of Malesich, but saw their
efforts disqualified by Judge Loren
Tucker, of Montana's Fifth Judicial
District, because of legal defects in
the petitions.

Tonight's council
agenda features
employee contract

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

The Dillon City Council will get
a second chance to vote on new con-
tracts for the city's employees and
police officers after those contracts
gained approval at a meeting last
week of the Council's Finance Com-
mittee.

After Klakken explained some of
the contracts details to committee
members, the Finance Committee
voted 4-0 to approve the deals and
put them before the full Council for
a vote tonight.

But the meeting also featured
discussions on whether the Finance
Committee's approval of the con-
tracts was even necessary and why
the contracts had not been brought
up at the committee's meeting the
previous week.

Klakken. City Treasurer Neal
Straus and Police Chief Paul Craft
negotiated the deals last month with
representatives of the Dillon Em-
ployees Unit and Dillon Police Unit
of the Montana Public Employees
Association.

Though the tone of the negotiations
and resulting contracts were praised
by all involved in the process. Ward
4 representative Swede Troedsson
at the July 2 City Council meeting
called Klakken's holding of negotia-
tions without giving public notice an
"egregious act" and a violation of
Montana's open meeting laws.

"We're choosing here today to
send it to the Finance Committee
for review, and we're doing that
as an attempt to salvage this situa-
tion here, and to correct what was
done, a wrongful process here," said
Troedsson, anticipating the Council's
subsequent 6-2 vote to send the con-
tracts to its Finance Committee for
review and approval.

But last Thesday, numerous ques-
tions were asked about whether all
was right with the processes of the
Council, including queries on why

Continued to page 3

Late June storms help Beaverhead drought status
By 3.13. Plutt

Dillon Tribune staff
According to the Montana Department of Natural Resources and

Conservation Drought Status Map, Beaverhead and Madison County
are the two counties in the state currently at risk of falling under a
drought alert. The neighboring counties in southwestern Montana
have a slightly dry rating, one step above moderately dry, a level
that falls under a drought alert The only other level is extremely
dry, a level of severe drought

In general, the rest of the western Montana counties are near
average on the Montana Drought Status Map, while the counties
from south-central to south-eastern Montana are moderately dry. The
northern band of counties across the state are rated slightly moist.

According to Gina Loss of the National Weather Service,
Beaverhead and Madison Counties could easily fall to drought alert
status without continued moisture through .July and forward. Loss
supplied numerous facts related to the drought status of Beaverhead
County during the monthly meeting of the Beaverhead County
Drought/Flood 'Task Force at the Beaverhead County Courthouse
Monday morning

According to Loss, other than isolated pockets of areas, most
of Beaverhead County is well below average precipitation for the

current water year that began ()et. 1 of 2013.
According to I mss. a number of late June storms helped the area's

desperate water situation. June is traditionally Beaverhead's big-
gest precipitation month, but the first few weeks were hot and dry.

The low water conditions were anticipated by irrigation districts
and According to Dennis Miotke, speaking on behalf of the Bureau
of Recreation, the East Bench Irrigation District, and Clark Canyon
Water Users, the groups using water out of Clark Canyon voluntarily
reduced their water allotments prior to the irrigation season

"We're in a drought management plan already," said Miotke of
the water users

Miotke reported that Clark ( anyon is currently 55 percent full
and 81 percent of average A year ago the numbers were slightly
better at 58 percent full and 83 percent of average The current
storage at (lark Canyon Reservoir is 96,747 acre feet, down 3.794
a/f from one year ago on June .10.

Inflows for June were 305 cubic feet per second per day, almost
twice the rate of June 2013, when the water came in at 157cfs/day.

Current releases are at 583 cfs due to higher use following the
first cut of hay Releases for the month of June totaled 27.280 a/f,
below the 31,644 for June of 2013.

While Clark Canyon Reservoir benefited from the late June

storms, the situation at Lima Reservoir remains bleak. The storage
is 19 percent full and just 29 percent of average. A year ago storage
held at 32 percent full and 48 percent of average Inflows the past
five days leading up to Monday were at just 36 cfs/day, with present
releases at 443 cfs.

Loss commented that the I.ima Reservoir "is really drained out"
"It is well below average," said Loss, commenting on the National

Weather Service trend chart for the Lima Reservoir "We're really
in sad shape at Lima Reservoir."

In terms of fire danger. National Weather Service graphs on 1(X)
hour fuels and 1.000 hour fuels were above normal, but trending
down

Montana Department of Emergency Services Incident Manager
Bob Fry felt that so far, "This is .iust an average year," regarding
wildfire potential.
"Whoever gets the storms, won't get the fire season." said Fry

of projected scattered thunderstorms in the 20-day forecast. "The
wind is what changes the whole deal in fire season"

Scott Marsh led the meeting following the resignation last month
of Beaverhead DES Manager David Marx Marsh, the Beaverhead
DES Deputy Manager, has assumed acting manager status until the
Beaverhead County Commissioners resolve the position.
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