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Enjoy animals safely
this fair season

The Montana Department
of Public Health and Human
Services and the Department
of Livestock are collaborating
to prevent illnesses transmitted
from animals to humans and
make petting zoos and fairs fun
and safe. We have also reached
out and asked fair operators to
help keep our community safe
while visiting animals at the fair.

Exhibits such as petting zoos
and fairs allow children of all
ages to have the thrilling experi-
ence of coming face-to-face with
animals. This interaction allows
us to learn more about animals
and helps to build an important
human-animal bond.
"Sometimes, even healthy

animals can carry organisms
that make people sick" said
Assistant State Veterinarian
Dr. Tahnee Szymanski. Young
children and persons who have
weakened immune systems are
at greatest risk for infection and
complications from illnesses
caused by Salmonella, E. coli,
but also influenza, rabies and
others.

"Animal agriculture is an im-
portant component of Montana's
lifestyle," said DPHHS Director
Richard Opper, "We just need to
remember a few simple preven-
tion steps to keep humans and
animals healthy so we can enjoy
them all summer long":

• Wash your hands after han-
dling animals

• Avoid touching your mouth
after animal contact

• Don't bring food or drinks
into animal area

Don't bring strollers or paci-
fiers into animal area

• Supervise small children
• Stay away from animal

exhibits when you are ill
Consult with your local

health jurisdictions for guid-
ance and questions. Together we'
can prevent illnesses and keep
our children and communities
healthy. We belief the benefits
of animal companionship far
outweigh the risk. Let's keep it
that way.

Prevent equipment
caused wildfires

Haying and crop harvesting
is under way across Montana,
your local firefighters are asking
you to be cautious while operat-
ing equipment this summer.

To avoid starting a wildfire:
• Inspect and maintain

equipment. Ensure equipment
has a sound, functional exhaust
system or spark arrester;

• Avoid parking or driving
in tall grass; if you have to park
in dry grass patrol the area to
make sure a fire hasn't started;

Make certain you have the
necessary tools and water to
suppress a fire: including a fire
extinguisher, shovel, and water
tank with pump and hose. Also,
have a tractor with tillage equip-
ment attached for emergency
line construction.

If a fire does get out of con-
t,•01 call 911 immediately

ater unavailable at
some ES campgrounds

The Forest Service will not
be operating water systems at
selected campgrounds on the
Dillon, Wise River, and Wisdom
Ranger Districts.
Due to reduced budget con-

siderations these sites will
remain open but with reduced
services this season Campers
are advised to plan accordingly
by bringing potable water for
your drinking needs. Nearby
lakes and creeks are available.
however, water must be prop-
erly treated before drinking.

Campgrounds where water
will not he available include:
Dinner Station and East Creek
on the Dillon district, Lower
Seymour, and Pintler on the
Wise River district, and South
Van Houghton on the Wisdom
district

On scene
Emergency responders tend to the "wounded" during a training exercise involving a mock

plane crash into downtown Dillon on Saturday. NA P Regan photo

Practice plane crash lights up
downtown Dillon Saturday

By M.P. Regan
Dillon illbune staff

A small aircraft crashed into
downtown Dillon on Saturday,
killing a half dozen people and
injuring dozens more in and
around the Depot Theatre.

Not really.
But local emergency re-

sponders and volunteer victims
did their best to simulate that
scenario Saturday morning,
when more than 60 people
helped recreate the aftermath of
a plane slamming into a crowded
building and park, and the ensu-
ing death, injuries and chaos.
"We even tried to get a

plane fuselage out here but
couldn't find one in time," said
Beaverhead Emergency Servic-
es (BEMS)1Yaining Coordinator
Brenda Kirkley, who played a
central role in organizing the
event along with BEMS' Kathy
Hilton and Sue Hansen, director
of Beaverhead County Public
Health.

The complex exercise placed
dozens of victims in the theatre
amidst fallen debris and more
in Depot Park (one pierced
through the abdomen by a fallen
tree limb) to provide a commu-
nity practice run for dealing
with all the complex issues and
imperatives surrounding a mass
casualty emergency.
"We got together with dif-

ferent local agencies and asked
them, if we had a plane wreck
and a mass casualty event, what
would you want to practice to
prepare?" revealed Kirkley, re-
cipient of a prestigious Montana
Star of Life award in 2012.

"Each organization had its
own goals and then we created
the scenario based on what they
all wanted to practice."

Dillon Volunteer Fire De-
partment personnel rehearsed
gross decontamination, spray-
ing down crash victims covered
by baby powder posing as crop
dusting chemicals.

Members of the Dillon Police
and Beaverhead County Sher-
iff's Departments shut down
several blocks downtown while
practicing evacuation, securing
an emergency scene and crowd
control in a situation full of
dazed and panicked people look-
ing for escape and help.
BEMS brushed up on get-

ting people the medical help
they needed through triaging
victims and transporting dozens
of them to Barrett Hospital &
Healthcare, aided by members
of Beaverhead Search & Rescue
and the local National Guard
unit.

Barrett Hospital &
Healthcare (BIM) used the
event to refine its practices in
a half dozen different areas,
including tracking patients and
internal communications.

"It was a great exercise for
us," said BHH Chief Clinical Of

Responders
A pair of Dillon Volunteer Firemen carry a boy to receive

medical treatment for a broken leg he suffered in the mock
plane crash into the Depot Theater on Saturday. M P Regan photo

ficer Carol Kennedy, noting the
hospital "treated" 40 victims, 11
with critical injuries, of Satur-
day morning's plane crash.
"We learned a lot and are

making adjustments to our
plans based on our experiences
Saturday," added Kennedy, who
experienced a real mass casu-
alty event first-hand when she
worked at a hospital in Colorado
that had to deal with an explo-
sion at a local bank.
"Our plans get better and

better the more we practice
through exercises like this,"
said Kennedy, who helped
Barrett during the Drill of the
Dead large-scale zombie virus
outbreak exercise on Halloween
2012.

"The more we practice, the
more we get to think everything
through and make our plans
better and better," commented
Kennedy, noting that HUH has
already scheduled a future drill
to practice taking care of vic-
tims of an outdoor mass casualty
event in inclement weather.

With an interstate and rail-
road tracks running through
town, a crash involving mass
damage and casualties is not
an "ir hut more likely a "when
again" for Dillon, according ti.
Hilton. who witnessed the crash
of a military jet taking part in
the city's Labor Day Parade in
1979.
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Saturday's mock plane crash
was just one of the practice
events staged during BEMS'
Stayin' Alive 2014 Summer
Training Weekend.

The three-day training in-
cluded a review of the Labor
Day 1979 plane crash and
FAA safety procedures, an
Anatomy of a River Rescue on
the Beaverhead, a seminar on
Venomous Vipers featuring live
rattlesnakes, and presentations
on drug endangered children,
head trauma, patient packaging
and other topics.

Presenters included: Dana
Geary, of the Department of
Justice; BII H's Dr. Mike Clarke;
emergency medicine special-
ist Gregory J. Moore, MD;
Life Flight's Don Leatham;
Air Methods' Drew Shaltry;
Megan Hamilton, trauma out-
reach educator for St. Patrick's
Hospital in Missoula; Dillon
Fire Marshall Rick Later; Jeff
Vercoe, of the Federal Aviation
Administration; Randy Bailey.
of Dillon Flying Service; snake
specialist Roger Siemens; and
BEMS' Kirkley, Hilton, Jeanne
Bergeson and Gayle Rawson.

Contracts Continued from page 1

the Council felt it necessary to
delay voting on the new deals
and why the Finance Committee
had not discussed and voted on
the contracts at its last meeting.

Both the police and city
employee units ratified their
respective deals on Thursday,
June 26.

Klakken included the con-
tracts in the packets distributed
the following Monday for the
regular City Council meeting
that Wednesday, July 2.

The Finance Committee met
on the afternoon of July 2, but
did not discuss the contracts.
Committee members said they
were not aware of the contracts
in time to get them on the meet-
ing agenda 48 hours prior to the
meeting.

Committee members were
asked how they could have
failed to notice the contracts in
the regular City Council meet-
ing packets, which came out the
Monday before their Wednesday
committee meeting.

"You might have all the time
in the world, but some of us are
busy," responded City Council
President and Finance Commit-
tee Chair David Spehar.
"We did not know, the mayor

did not inform us," said Fi-
nance Committee member Lynn
Westad, who had earlier called
the problem "more a failure
of communication and process
than it was of the contracts."

Klakken offered a different
take on the situation.

"I see nowhere in there that
I have to go to Council commit-
tees," contended Klakken.
"The charter says the mayor

needs the Council's vote, so I
put it to the Council for a vote,"
recalled Klakken. "Is that a rule
now, that...for any contract, I
have to put it to a committeer

"I'm not saying for every
contract," replied Spehar.

"Then what's the ruler asked
Klakken.

"Contracts don't have to go
before any committee before
they go before the Council,"
said Councilperson and Fi-
nance Committee member Dick
Achter. "I think if the Council
feels it needs to be referred to a

committee, they will do that, and
think that's what happened this

time. I wasn't upset. I just didn't
have enough information."

Klakken noted that any ques-
tions about the contracts could
have been posed to him and
Straus at the previous Wednes-
day's City Council meeting.
"We could have discussed

all this then like we did just
now, we could have played it
all out and answered every
question in front of the whole
Council," replied Klakken, who
also repeated his contention that
Council members with questions
about the contract could have
approached him in the days and
hours leading up to the July 2
meeting.

Spehar said that the adminis-
tration of Klakken's predecessor
invited City Council members
to attend contract negotiations.

Klakken reminded Spehar
that he had informed the City
Council at its June 4 meeting
that the city would be holding
contract negotiations with rep-
resentatives of the city workers
unit on June 9.

During the public com-
ment section that closed last
Tuesday's Finance Committee
meeting, Dillon resident Edith
Fletcher reminded the com-
mittee members that they had
voted at their March 5 meeting
to force Klakken to pay a $2766
legal bill, and that the full Coun-
cil had voted to stick Klakken
with that bill at its meeting
later that night, despite the item
not appearing on the meeting's
agenda.

"It was on the agenda," con-
tended Westad, "we did a special
agenda."

Westad earlier said, the
Council and the administration
had to learn to cooperate more.

"There has to be some com-
munication between the two so
we know where we're going in
the bigger picture. And we can
evaluate where the contract fits
in the budget and all the various
things, so we just need to talk to
each other more," said Westad.

"You need to communicate to
the Council what your goal is so
we can get on board with you."

Wise River Days
August z & 3

Fine Art Show & Sale, Local History Exhibits, Com-
munity Yard Sale, Many Special Sales & Events

gam-Wm Saturday, 9am-3pm Sunday
Visit WiseRi v,-rC F.org

Celebrate di Enjoy
Wise River, MT

CALL 1-800-NEW-HEAR
(800-639-4327)

www. HearingAidInstitute.com
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HEARING CLINIC!
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FREE SERVICE ON ALL
MAKES AND MODELS
no appt. necessary • 9 a.m. - I I a.m

SIR IT FAST IN
In Ili MI Mil 1.1

The Board of Directors and Staff

of Ruby Valley National Bank invite you to our

Wednesday, July 23'd
Dillon Chiropractic Clinic

221 S Idaho St Dillon, MT

C4igeklipplaciegoK Pluk
Thursday, July 17th • 5pm - 7pm
Riverside Park (Madison County

Fairgrounds)

Roasted Pork prepared by PtgOut Barteque

Salad and Desserts by Carol Wilcox

Lobbies in both banks will close

at 4-00 p.m. on July 17

Drive thru and walk up open
until 5:00 p.m.

Twin Bridges - 684-5678 • Sheridan - 842-5411
www.rubyvalleybank.com,
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