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Council deals with city biz Dillon soldier Derek Butori earns
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
In addition to items covered

in other stories on the meeting,
the Dillon City council on July
16 dealt with a number of mat-
ters of city business.

*Mayor Mike Klakken re-
ported that the budget for the
coming year was almost ready
for City Council to review and
would be discussed at the Fi-
nance Committee meeting on
Thursday, July 24, starting at
1 p.m.

*The Council decided to send
the application for Neighbor-
Works Montana to its Finance
Committee for further review.
NeighborWorks is a Great
Falls-based group that provides
assistance for low-income home
buyers to make down payments
on the purchase of their first
homes.

*The Council unanimously
approved street closure re-
quests by the Knotty Pine
Tavern for an event on East
Bannack Street that took place
last Saturday and by the Dillon
Public Library for its annual
parade from Alco, down Idaho
Street to the Library, on Thurs-
day, July 31, starting at 9:45 a.m.

*The Council also approved
a street closure request for
South Montana Street adjacent
to Depot Park for an evening
concert on Aug. 29 sponsored
by the Southwest Montana Arts
Council (SMAC). The matter
had been tabled at the previous
City Council meeting so Council
members and city officials could
discuss whether to offer vendor
space rentals in Depot Park that
weekend and how vendors and
concertgoers could coexist in
the park.
SMAC Executive Director

Mandy Maass said her group
had asked Beaverhead Brewing
and Los Koritas, businesses that
sit on the other side of South
Montana Street from Depot
Park, about providing beer
and food for concert goers. "It
would be nice to have the street
closed so people don't have to
worry about getting run over
when they go to get a taco," said
Maass, who added that since

Beaverhead Brewing didn't
think it could provide all the
beer for the event, SMAC was
working to get a beer truck on
site for the concert.

The Council voted unani-
mously to move forward with
taking over the rental of vendor
spaces in Depot Park for Labor
Day Weekend, something the
Beaverhead Chamber of Com-
merce has traditionally done
but finds itself unable to do this
year. Spaces will go for $200 for
the weekend. Council President
David Spehar asked where the
fees would go. Mayor Klakken
responded that the fees would
go anywhere within the city
budget that the City Council
wanted them to.

*Beaverhead County Mu-
seum Director Lynn Giles asked
the Council to move the Labor
Day Weekend vendors to the
south end of Depot Park, instead
of letting them set up close to
the museum, saying that some
vendors in past years plugged
into museum outlets to power
their carts, and were not being
particularly polite when asked
to unplug. "It was not a pleasant
experience," recalled Giles of
confronting the power pirates,
some of whom became verbally
abusive towards her, according
to Giles, "and I have no desire
to go there again."
"Maybe it would be a good

idea to put the vendors toward
the south end," agreed City Di-
rector of Operations J.S.

*Klakken announced that
the Zoning Board and the Plan-
ning Board each need two more
members to fill their respective
rosters. Anyone interested in
applying to sit on either board
can contact the mayor by calling
683-4245 or by stopping by City
Hall, 125 N. Idaho St. during
regular business hours.

*Director of Operations J.S.
Turner reported that the city's
new wastewater treatment plant
was meeting expectations since
going online earlier this month.
Klakken revealed that the plant
was not yet complete and would
need to have a small building
constructed around the grinder
that breaks up large pieces of

waste heading into the sewer
lagoon so the grinder wouldn't
freeze in the winter. In addition
to heating, the building would
need to be fitted with explosion-
proof lights and be well venti-
lated to prevent the build-up of
dangerous sewer gases. After
being asked by Water and Sewer
Committee Chair Bob Cottom,
the Council voted to proceed
with plans for the building,
which should cost well into six
figures to design and construct,
according to Klakken.

*City Treasurer Neal Straus
reported that the city's accounts
were in balance for the upcom-
ing fiscal year audit.

*With Cemetery Committee
Chair Swede Troedsson absent
last Wednesday, Committee
member Bill Shafer reported
on the tour the committee took
earlier this month to assess
security at Mountain View
Cemetery in the wake of the
vandalism that took place there
in April. The committee decided
to ask the Council to install
infrared security cameras with
motion detectors on the cem-
etery grounds, at a total cost of
about $2000. Police Chief Paul
Craft said his department still
had not received any leads on
the cemetery vandals, despite a
$500 reward being offered this
spring for information leading
to their capture.

*The meeting packets in-
cluded a thank you letter to the
city and City Cemetery Sexton
Danny Devers and his crew for
their regular maintenance ef-
forts and to the local volunteers
who added patriotic flair to the
cemetery for Memorial Day.

"It was my great fortune to
visit the Dillon cemetery with
my 93-year-old mother this
past Memorial Day to visit my
father's grave and I can't even
begin to say how pleased and
moved we were!" wrote Anne
Peck, who lives in Palo Alto, CA.
"Thank you so much for all you
do to maintain the cemetery so
well and, on this special occa-
sion, to honor all the servicemen
buried there with such dignity."

Bronze Star Medal in Afghanistan
For exceptional and meri-

torious service during Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom, Staff
Sergeant Derek S. Butori has
been awarded The Bronze Star
Medal. Staff Sergeant Butori's
outstanding dedication to duty
during combat operations in
Afghanistan contributed to the
overwhelming success of the
command's mission. His actions
are in keeping with the finest
tradition of military service
and reflected great credit upon
him. Regional Command South,
the United States Army and the
United States Air Force.

The Bronze Star Medal is
the fourth-highest individual
military award and the ninth-
highest by order of precedence
in the US Military. It may be
awarded for acts of heroism,
acts of merit, or meritorious
service in a combat zone.

During his second deploy-
ment to Afghanistan, U.S. Air
Force Staff Sgt. Butori, 4th
Infantry Division, served as
an ammunitions adviser to the
Afghan National Army, Kanda-
har province, from May 2013
to May 2014. During this time,
he was responsible for training
ANA southern region soldiers
to become completely self-
sustaining with weapons and
vehicle maintenance.

Staff Sgt. Butori was also
awarded The Army Achieve-
ment Medal for outstanding
achievement as Class V Muni-
tions Advisor Regional Support
Command South. His leadership,
technical expettise, dedication
to duty and selfless service were
instrumental in successfully
transitioning the logistics train-
ing and advisory team during
the transfer of authority while
serving as the section NCOIC.

Butori, was deployed from
the 31st Munitions Squadron,
Aviano Air Base, Italy, a Dillon,
MT. native, advised the ANA on
the use of more than $30 million
in ammunition, ANA weapons
accountability and counter
explosive ordnance disposal

City employee contracts finally approved
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
The Dillon City Council last

Wednesday approved new con-
tracts for Dillon's city employ-
ees and police officers.

The three-year deals include
annual raises of around two-
percent, as well as in increase
in health insurance benefits for
city employees and a decrease
for police officers to put them
all on even footing in terms of
health care benefits.

Dillon police officers agreed
last month to accept the deal
with the city despite the fact
it included about a $100 per
month reduction in their health
care benefits, with those savings
going to bolster health care ben-
efits for the 11 members of the
Dillon Employees Unit, whose
11 members ratified their deal
the same night as the police
officers.

Police will receive an ad-
ditional $100 in hazard pay per
month as part of the deal to
make up for their reduction in
health care benefits.

The police contract also in-
cludes provisions to move the
city's police officers onto an up-
dated grade and step system and
to compensate police officers
for up to 30 hours of training
per year.

The contract would also limit
officers to accumulating just 80
hours of comp time per year.

The comp time change was
made in response to the big hit
the city budget took last year
after the unexpected retirement
of longtime Dillon Police Officer
Ken Breen. Due to language
in previous contracts, the city
had to pay Breen a lump sum of
tens of thousands of dollars for
comp time he had accumulated
during his 19 years of service.
The payout forced the city to
wait to hire a replacement for
Breen, leaving the police force
shorthanded for almost three
months.

The new three-year contracts
were negotiated last month by
representatives of the Dillon
Police Unit and Dillon City
Employees Unit of the Montana
Public Employees Assocation,
and members of the city ad-
ministration, including Mayor
Mike Klakken, City Treasurer
Neal Straus and Police Chief
Paul Craft.

While the negotiations and
resulting contracts were praised
by all involved, some City Coun-
cil members protested for not
being involved and the nego-
tiations not being conducted as
open meetings.

At the July 2 meeting of the
City Council, Councilperson.
Swede 11-oedsson accused Klak-
ken of violating open meeting

laws and moved that the Council
send the contracts to its Finance
Committee instead of voting on
them that night.

Councilperson Bob Cottom
disagreed.

"I've been here 37, 38 years,
and this is the best-looking
contract I've ever seen. And
that's because we didn't get the
Council involved. And I think
we ought to leave it as it is and
pass it."

Despite Cottom's endorse-
ment, the City Council subse-
quently voted to put off voting
on the deals and send them to its
Finance Committee for further
review.

Klakken and Straus attended
the subsequent July 8 Finance
Committee and answered all the
committee members questions
about the contract.

The Finance Committee then
voted to send the contracts back
to the City Council for a vote on
July 16, when the Council unani-
mously approved them.

During the public comment
section of the July 16 City Coun-
cil meeting, Marg Jappe asked
why the minutes submitted by
Finance Committee Chair David
Spehar for the July 8 Finance

Committee were so brief.
The Finance Committee

meeting minutes covered less
than half of a page for the July
8 meeting, which lasted about
45 minutes.

By comparison, the minutes
for the. hour-long July 2 City
Council meeting submitted by
City Water Clerk Sandra Reis
covered nine and a half pages.

"I read your minutes on the
Finance Committee, and I was
in attendance at that meeting,
and just for the public's infor-
mation, Mayor Klakken did an
excellent job of explaining how
he negotiated and the schedules
he used in the negotiations, and
answered all the questions that
the Finance Committee had at
that time," Jappe stated.

"But the minutes don't reflect
any of the questions that were
asked; they don't say anything
about what really transpired in
that committee. And for the pub-
lic's information, I think that it's
important for the reason that it
had been such a huge deal at the
Council meeting that you people
did not know anything about the
contracts and had not read them
and were not informed," added
Jappe, who covers city govern-
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ment for the Dillonite Daily.
"I just think that these min-

utes were really vague of good
information that the public
has a right to know. And there
wasn't a thing that Mr. Klakken
answered that night that could
not have been easily been an-
swered at the Council meeting
the night that the contracts were
in the packets, and the public
would have been here to hear
that information, those answers,
which I feel would have been
very valuable information."

City Council President and
Finance Committee Chair David
Spehar offered no explanation
for the brevity of the committee
minutes he'd submitted.

DEREK S. BUTORI submitted photo

training. He was deployed to
Operation Enduring Freedom
in JET status to conduct non-
traditional Air Force missions
with joint-service partners

throughout Afghanistan.
Staff Sergeant Derek S. Buto-

ri is married to Holly (Hansen)
also of Dillon, Mt. and has two
children, Alexandria and Caden.

Besides your fine clothes,
our cleaning services include blankets,

I comforters, pillows and area rugs.

Drop-Off Service
TUESDAY 

DILLON: The Mini (by 830 a m )
ALDER: Alder Market

SHERIDAN: Serendipity's
TWIN BRIDGES: Mad Hatters

WEDNESDAY
WHITEHALL: Tr-Count,

THURSDAY
VIRGINIA CITY: Rank's Drug

JOHN'S WORDS OF WISDOM

Never let anyone challenge you to drive
faster than you think is safe

ENNIS 682 4933

Beaverhead EMS would like to express a sincere
thank you to the many community members
who participated in the Mass Casualty Training
Exercise held last weekend. Because of your

involvement, our event was a great success and
provided valuable training for our area responders.

600 MT Hwy 91 S

Dillon. MT 59725 BARRETT
HOSPITAL & HEALTHCARE

"Quality Health( are With Small loan Compassion"

Barrett Hospital &
HealthCare is Happy
to be Hosting the

2014 Dillon
Relay for

Life
At the Kennedy
Walking Trail

(406) 6143-3000
wa barrenhospital org

This All-Community Event Runs from Friday, July 25th until the morning of Satur-
day, July 26th and is an inspiring way to support cancer survivors, their caregivers,
loved ones, and all affected by cancer while raising funds to benefit the American

Cancer Society and cancer research.

Schedule of Events
July 25th
530 PM Parade Through Town/Classic Cars
6:00 PM -- Community BBQ (by Donation)
7:00 PM - Opening Ceremony
7:30 PM - Survivor & Team Laps
8:00 PM - Classic Car Show/Sole Mate Laps
8:30 PM - Mr. Relay (Survivors pick winners)
10:00 PM - Ceremony of Light
July 26th
I 2:00 AM Frozen T-Shirt Contest
5:00 AM Newspaper & Duct Tape Fashion Show
7:00 AM - Pancake & Sausage Breakfast
8:00 AM - Closing Ceremonies
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