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VIEWPOINT
Bison restoration isn't broken, so stop trying to fix it

By Chuck Denowh

The question is not if we should restore bison in Montana—in fact
that's already in progress. What's being debated in Montana right
now are the devilish details of how and where we do it.

The model of bison restoration that is currently
working just fine is for individual ranches, private
nonprofits, and Indian tribes to use their own resources
to establish and grow bison herds. Under this model,
we've had thousands of bison restored to the Montana
landscape in multiple locations around the state.

But a radical extreme objects to private and tribal
groups leading the way on bison restoration. To them, anything that
even remotely approaches "ownership" of the animals is unaccept-
able. Notwithstanding the facts that these private and tribal entities
practice scientific range management, are incredible stewards of
the habitat and good neighbors to adjacent landowners.

The only reason there is controversy over bison restoration in
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Montana is because the extremists, fueled by environmental groups
headquartered in New York and Washington DC, are unwilling to
accept the middle-road approach to restoration already in progress.

Instead, they are attempting to establish free-roaming bison herd
that can enter any property in the state regardless of
the landowner's wishes. Alarmingly, this radical fringe
has found a willing ear with Montana Fish, Wildlife,
and Parks leadership.

Consider the stark differences between these two
models of restoration. On one hand you have individuals
who see a benefit to restoring bison. They're willing to
spend their own dollars to make it happen. And they're

willing to take on the risk those animals might bring—for instance
they'd have to pay for damaged fences or crops caused by bison
who've escaped their property.
On the other hand we have a different group of individuals who

see a benefit to restoring bison. Only they're not willing to pay a
dime to see it happen. They want taxpayers to buy it for them. And

Daines on Circuit Court decision:
WASHINGTON, D.C., July 22 - Representative

Steve Daines released the following statement
on today's decision by the D.C. Circuit Court of
Appeals (Halbig v. Burwell) that Obamacare does
not allow federal subsidies to go toward coverage
purchased through the federal exchange:

"Today's federal court decision not only deals
a serious blow to Obamacare, it shows how the
hasty implementation and backroom deals sur-
rounding this law are once again leading to dire
consequences and higher costs for the American
people. Nancy Pelosi said of Obamacare, 'We have
to pass the bill so that you can find out what is in it.'
Well, we now know what's in it- and it's abundantly
clear that this failed law needs to be repealed and
replaced with commonsense reforms that lower
costs and increase access for all Montanans."

Obamacare states that federal taxpayer
subsidies can help purchase coverage bought
on exchanges "established by the state." The
Internal Revenue Service subsequently issued
a rule allowing the subsidies to go to insurance
purchased on the federal exchange as well. The
federal court ruled today that the law precludes
those subsidies.
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Share your story
To the editor,

I read the article on July 9th in regards to
BCHS Bullying Plan and I would like to commend
the school for taking a hard look at the bullying
and respect issues at the school. BCHS seems to
realize there are issues and are taking the steps
to address them.

As for School District #10 I am disappointed
that they continue to feel they don't need to par-
ticipate in doing more to help our children. They
had an opportunity to join BCHS in the new pro-
grams and choose not to. Statistics say bullying
starts as young as kindergarten. If School District
#10 would realize their program isn't working
and find a better and more creative way to hit it
head on maybe there would be less of a problem.
Their own statistics say there has been an issue
in the eyes of 46% of their student body for more
than 4 years. That shows nothing is being done to
decrease the problem.

I know there are many on staff that do what
they can but I also feel that they are limited by
the administration because the powers that be do
not want to admit there is an issue or feel "there
isn't enough time in the day to deal with it".

As parents/teachers we are our childrens voice
and need to take a stand and protect them. Many
parents in the community have approached me
and my husband and talked about what their chil-
dren have been through. It is horrible. I ask that
those parents who have had problems currently
and in the past step forward share your stories
with the school boards and administration and
be the voice.

I believe the next Dist. 10 meeting is August
12. Please come. Share your story, let them hear/
see what the effects are and how important it is
to address the problem. Be your childs voice. If
we all use our voice we will be unified and heard.

Its time for the School Dist. 010 to wake up
and see the issue. Work together with each school
and find a solution. It's a dirty little secret no one
wants to talk about but I am not done talking. For
the sake of my children and yours will keep
talking and researching and trying to make a
change. Even if it only helps 1 child it is worth
every minute.

Kim 'Ibmlinson
Dillon

EXPRESS YOURSELF IN
THE DILLON TRIBUNE

Let other people know how you feel and what
you think with a letter to the editor. Letters are
subject to editing for libel and good taste, and
should be limited to 400 words or less.

Letters expressing appreciation for a specific,
out-of-the-ordinary action are welcome, but let-
ters with lists of names of contributors, donors
or volunteers, or letters that solicit funds, will
not be printed.

All letters must be signed, include a physical
address of the submitter, and a telephone number
where the writer can be reached during the day
(the address and number will not he printed).
Unsigned letters, or those using false names,
will he discarded. Letters from Beaverhead and

• Madison counties will be given first preference,
while those from outside the area will be consid-
ered if, in the view of the editor, they are of local
interest. Bring or mail your letter to:

22 S. Montana Street • P.O. Box 911 • Dillon,
MT 39723 or e-mail editoredillontribune.com
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they're not willing to take on any of the risk—that they'll shift over
to private landowners who will have to eat the cost of any damages
done to their property, destroyed crops, and possible catastrophic
herd decimation that would come with a brucellosis transmission.

The advocates of free-roaming bison are asking us to give them
a free lunch. They get all the benefit and someone else foots the bill.

But of course this isn't fair to everyone else. And it becomes
all the more unjust when adding the fact that it's completely un-
necessary in light of the fact that an alternative restoration model
is already in place, it's working great, and it treats everyone fairly.

The advocates of free roaming bison should stop acting like
theirs is a noble cause. The only way they can get what they want
is through the coercive power of government. It's state-sponsored
theft. And so far, Montana FWP has seemed to be a willing accom-
plice in the heist.

Chuck Denowh is the policy director of United Property Owners
of Montana.

Crisis of conscience in America
To the editor,

There is a crisis at the border. Children have
come in large numbers seeking refuge from the
storm. These humble ones who come to the land of
immigrants are being turned away, Children, how
dare we This is America, when our grandparents
came here it was a land with open borders. There
were shameful episodes like the Chinese exclusion
act of 1882 and the anti-Catholic - anti-Jewish
restrictions on immigration of 1924. But, pretty
much from 1840 to 1924 our borders were open. All
our grandparents came from somewhere else and
the borders were open and nearly unrestricted.
Except for the American Indian whose land was
stolen and the African who had no choice being

To the editor,

sold as slaves. For the rest of us this America
would be a sanctuary for the tired, the poor, the
broken, the oppressed, the huddled masses, the
wretched refuse from many different teaming
shores. They came with little more than their
hopes. They came on the decks of over crowded
boats. They built America with their muscles,
sweat and blood. Many could not read or write;
few knew English and they created a nation. My
grandparents were legal immigrants. That is just
silly. When they came the borders were not closed.
Now we are turning away the children.

Michael Joseph Francisconi
Dillon

Buckle up Montana
Summer in Montana. Few things are as en-

joyable as the freedom of driving the beautiful
Montana roadways in the summer to a favorite
destination. According to the website mt.gov,
summer travel in Montana increases from ap-
proximately 700 million vehicle miles traveled
in a month at the low point in January to a peak
of nearly 1400 million vehicle miles traveled in
July. ironically, Montanans fear winter driving,
but most fatalities occur during the months of
June, July and August, hence the title for the
timeframe from Memorial Day to Labor Day of
the "100 Deadliest Days".

Why? Speed, impaired driving, and distracted
driving are among the most common culprits.

And even if you consider yourself a careful
driver, crashes happen. Montana Department of
Transportation's preliminary reports show that as
of June, 87 fatalities have occurred on Montana
roadways this year and 92ck of the fatalities were
not seat belted. Luckily, a driver can choose to
to ensure that everyone in the car is properly
restrained.

This summer, embrace the beauty of Montana,
celebrate the joy of traveling with family and
friends, and let freedom ring by choosing to do
what you can to keep you and your passengers
safe and alive to enjoy the 'Last Best Place'. Click
it, don't risk it. Buckle Up Montana ... every trip,
every time.

Mary Jo Stosich
Buckle Up Montana, Butte

Representative Steve Dames signed a letter to House Republican leadership it)
block any bills that encourage more logging in specific states. like Montana

If a Senate logging bill
falls in the House, does

it make a noise,
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