
Ar SPORTS
Gagnons win top honors
at Jaycee Demo Derby

By J.P. Plutt
Dillon Tribune staff

The annual Dillon Jaycee
Demolition Derby showcased the
Gagnon family of Whitehall, with
Larry winning the main event
and Barb taking the powder puff
by storm. 13arb was also noted as
the most fearless, throw caution
to the wind driver, receiving the
Best Performance award named
in honor of longtime Dillon Demo
Derby competitor "Mean" Gene
Loder.

This year's derby reflected
a possible demise of the sport
in years to come as the derby
field of big cars was half that of
a year ago. The limited field of
13 cars meant just two heats of
collisions and they were shorter
than usual because the field was
quickly whittled to the three cars
that advanced to the main event.

"Cars are getting harder to
come by," said Justin Clark of
the Demo Derby fanatics from
Madison County. "People are
putting so much money into
their cars, but people who are
die-hards will still go."

Steve Singleton of Butte has

been in the sport for just five
years and he has seen the sport
change quickly in that short time.

"Cars are hard to find," said
this year's main event runner-up.
"You used to be able to find a car
for $200, and you can't find one
for less that $1,000. I'm kind of
a newbie, but cars have changed
so much."

Dillon Jaycee Demolition
Derby Chairman Nikos Siaperas
acknowledged the limited entries
but felt the derby came off as a
successful show.

"The number of cars were
definitely down about half from
last year, but the cars gave a
great performance, our drivers
did wonderful, the community
was great and everybody pitched
in and helped," said Siaperas.
"Ticket sales and concessions
were great, I just wish we could
have gone longer."

Early in the main event,
Singleton smashed a young
Anaconda driver, resulting in a
delay in the action as the Jay-
cees flagged to a stop the action
and the first responders on hand
demonstrated their professional-

Everything will be fine
Longtime Dillon Demo Derby competitor Kevin Turner shows

his concern over his son's injury during the main event. As a

precautionary measure, the first responders on hand took no

chances and delayed the action to tend to the young Turner.

J P Plutt photos

ism in handling potential victims.
While the Dillon Volun-

teer Fire Department and
Beaverhead Emergency Medical
Service attended to the injured
driver, Singleton explained why
long-time Dillon Demo Derby
entrant Kevin Turner was so
upset at the initial stages of
the response to the driver. The
firemen used their extraction
The firemen used their extrac-
tion equipment to cut the top
off the car and get the driver
out, while the BEMS attendants
used a backboard to move
the driver to the ambulance.

Continued on page 8

On the scene
First responders cut a driver

from his car to be transported

to the hospital as a precaution-

ary measure during the Dillon

Jaycee Demolition Derby.
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